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PREFACE 

I N the following pages I have tried to tell the beautiful 
Old Testament story faithfully, directly, and simply, 

• so that children may read it for themselves. 

I therefore only omitted what would not be of in- 
terest to children, and, wherever possible, the narrative 
has been given in the words of the Bible itself. 

Two things have seemed to me of the highest importance 
— first, that the story should be told without comment; and 
second, that it should be told in chronological order. It is 
impossible to comment without prejudicing the child-mind 
in favour of one's own religious opinions, and this would be 
quite outside the scope of the present volume. Let the 
children read the stories here for themselves, with unpre- 
judiced minds. Also let the stories be read in their order, so 
that the children may have a clear idea of the development 
of the whole history, and not merely of parts or scraps of it. 
This will conduce to clearness of mind when later on they 
read the Bible for themselves. 

The historical part of the Old Testament alone has been 
treated, ending with the return of the captives under Ezra 
ai;d Nehemiah, and the rebuilding of the Temple and walls 
of Jerusalem. The two stories of the captivity — the Story 
of Esther and the Story of the Prophet Daniel — have been 
ir 'eluded, and the Story of Jonah comes in its own place in 
the History, 

V 



vi Preface 

The exquisife poetry of the Bible must 1 3 read as it 
stands, if one wfculd not altogether mar its beauty, and 
several Psalms which fall naturally into iheir places in the 
narrative have been included. 

With the future child-readers of this book continually 
before my mind, I shall have failed altogether in my aim 
if I have at all detracted from the simplicity of the Bible 
narrative. In all the Bible stories, the vivid simplicity of 
the telling is most striking. Take, for instance, the wonder- 
ful account of the death of the son bom to David and 
Bathsheba (II Samuel xii, 15-22). Stories such a.*! +hese, 
complete in themselves, have been given exactly, or almost 
exactly, as they stand in the Bible. 

The Bible is an intensely human book. In the Old Testa- 
ment we are brought into contact with a race, living under 
eastern skies, in a period remote from our own, and yet in 
all they say and do we feel strongly our kinship with this 
ancient people. Their struggles then are ours to-day. We 
see their moral laws growing out of their strivings and 
necessities; with them religion exists because of right living 
— ^religion is conduct, a necessity of their national well- 
being. In the Bible, too, we are brought into touch with 
Oriental passion and imagery; we are warmed as with the 
eastern sun. 

It would be a grie\ ous mistake if the moral instruction 
we give our children should cease to be based upon the 
Bible. Moral precepts are soulless and dead. You cannot 
make a child clean by putting up rules for cleanliness on 
the walls; you cannot make a child kind and obedient by 
moral precept, but you can tell him the story of the Good 
Samaritan, and let him feel how clearly the command to 
“ go and do likewise ” arises out of the circumstances. 
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Preface 

We live m au age that takes notJiing on trtist; we are in 
danger of losing much of our feuth and m^y of our ideals; 
we extol intelleci:, and forget that the emotional side ol 
human nature has An even giPeater importance. And it Is 
because of this that we cannot afford to do without tht 
Bible as a source of inspiration toward right living and 
conduct. 

Neither dare we deprive our children of that thrill of 
emotion which we ourselves still feel when we read or have 
read to us the great Book, for it is just the same thrill of 
emotion that marks the essential difference between reli- 
gion ana lU'^rality. 
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STORIES FROM 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 


CHAPTER I 

T^E STORY OF THE CREATION AND 
THE FLOOD 


A t the very beginning of things God made the hea- 
vens and the earth. 

The earth was without form and empty, and dark- 
ness lay over the great deep. But the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters, and God said, ‘'Let there be 
light and light came out of the darkness. The light God 
called Day, and the darkness He called Night. God also 
gathered all the waters together to one place, so that the 
dry land appeared. The waters He called Seas and the dry 
land Earth, and He caused the Earth to bring forth herbs 
and grass and trees. ^ 

In Heaven God set great lights, the greater light to rule 
the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the 
stars also. He commanded the seas to bring forth moving 
creatures. Beautiful winged birds He caused to fly over the 
waters, and He made beasts and cattle and creeping things 
on the earth. And God saw that it was good. 

but as yet there were neither men nor women nor little 
laugh mg children on the earth, so God made a man in His 
1 I 
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own image, anS b/enthed into his nostrils the breath of Lfe, 
and set him to be ruler over the birds of the air and the 
hf-asts of the field. On the seventh day He rested from 
jHis work, and God blessed the seventh day, and sanc- 
tified it. 

Eastward in Eden the Lord God planted a garden, into 
which He put the man whom He had made. In this garden 
grew many trees, beautiful to look at, and good for food, and 
in its midst He planted the tree of life, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

Four great rivers watered this lovely place, that 

flowed through lands rich in gold and precious stones. And 
God said to the man: “ Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat ; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil thou shalt not eat; for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."' And Adam, for that 
was the man’s name, gave names to all the beasts and birds 
and living creatures, and he lived happily in the garden, 
and loved all the beautiful things that God had made — the 
air and the sunshine and the waving trees, the shining 
pebbly rivers, the birds that came at his call, the animals 
that nestled close to him and walked by his side unafraid. 

But amidst all this beauty God saw that the man was 
lonely. He had no one of his own kind to speak to, no one of 
whom he could make a close companion. 

So God made a woman, and sent her to live with Adam 
in the beautiful garden. And they loved each other and 
were happy. In those days all was good and pure; nothing 
did they know of sin. The sun shone, the birds sang, and in 
their hearts were gladness and peace — there was no quar- 
relling or evil^-speaking, and they lived near to the Great 
Spirit — the God who had created them. 
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But soonJall this was changed. Amongst \he creatures in 
the garden was a cunning serpent, who one day came to the 
woman and whispered in h^ ear, " Hath God said ye 
shall not eat of every tree of the garden? ^5he answered 
^hat God had given them the fruit of every tree except the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evJ, and that tree He 
had told them not even to touch, for if they touched it or 
ate its fruit they should surely die. But the serpent said 
they should not die, and that God knew that if they ate of 
the fruit of the tree they would know what was good and 
what evil, and would be like God Himself. So the 
woman turned towards the tree, and saw that it was 
pleasant to look upon, and she stretched out her hand and 
took some of the fruit and ate it, and gave some to her 
husband, who also ate it. 

In a moment they realized what a wicked thing they had 
done. They were sorry, and tried to hide themselves 
amongst the trees, and, for the first time feeling ashamed 
that they were naked, they sewed fig leaves together to cover 
themselves. Soon they heard God calling in the garden, 
“ Adam, where art thou? " Then Adam and his wife left 
their hiding-place and came before God and told Him that 
they had heard His voice but that they had been ashamed 
and afraid to meet Him. And God knew ac once what they 
had done, for never before had they been afraid to come 
and talk with Him. ''Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? '' He asked. 
And Adam answered that his wife had given him of the 
fruit, and that he had eaten it. Then God turned to the wo- 
man, and she said,'The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat." 

Terrible was the punishment that folloxyed. Ever since 
tha^ day, the Bible story tells us, the serpent has been 
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deprived of his *foriner power, and has crawle 1 upon th j 
earth; ever since that day sorrow and sin have been in the 
wodd; ever since that day ^he earth has brought forth 
thorns and tfiistles, and man has had to till the ground 
with hard toil and sweating brow. Adam and Eve (for that 
was now the woman’s name) were turned out of their 
beautiful home, and at the east of the garden God placed 
Angels and a flaming sword to guard the way to the tree of 
life. 

To Adam and his wife were bom two sons— C-’.. and 
Abel. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of 
the ground like his father. 

Now Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruits of 
the earth, and Abel brought also an offering of the firstlings 
of his flock. And the Lord accepted the offering of Abel, 
but refused what Cain had brought, whereupon Cain was 
very angry, and, when he and Abel were alone in the field 
together, he rose up against his brother and slew him. Then 
the Lord spoke to Cain and said, “ Where is Abel thy 
brother? ” And Cain answered, I know not; am I my 
brother’s keeper?” Then God showed Cain that He could 
not be deceived, and He told him that for his sin he should 
henceforth be a wandnrer over the face of the earth. And 
Cain said, ” My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Behold Thou has^ driven me out this day from the face of 
the earth; and from Thy face I shall be hid; and I shall be 
a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth ; and it shall come to 
pass that every one that findeth me shall slay me.” But 
God set a mark upon Cain, lest anyone who found him 
should kill him,»and Cain went out from the presence of the 
Lord. 
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Adam died at the great age of 930 years. He had many 
sons and daughters, and lived to see many generations of 
their children. These descendants built cities, and Aad 
tents and cattle. One, named Jubal, was the father of all 
such as handle the harp and organ"'; some, like Tubal- 
Cain, were workers in brass and iron. Some lived to a very 
great age, like Methuselah, who was 969 years old when he 
died. 

And so the world went on for some hundreds of years 
until the days of Noah, in whose lifetime happened the 
great even! of which we shall now read. 

Noah was a good and upright man, and he had three 
sons — Shem, Ham, and Japheth. In his days the people 
were so wicked that God began to regret that He had made 
man at all, and He determined that He would destroy all 
the living things on the face of the earth. But He was 
anxious to save Noah, who, amidst all the wickedness 
around him, had lived an upright and honourable life. So 
He told Noah that He intended to bring a great flood of 
waters upon the earth, to destroy every living thing, but that 
Noah and his wife and his three sons and their wives were to 
escape destruction. He told Noah to build an Ark of gopher 
wood three hundred cubits ^ long, fifty cubits broad, and 
thirty cubits high. It was to be made perfectly water- 
tight, with a window in it, and a door set in the side of it, 
and with lower, second, and third stories. Into this Ark 
Noah was to bring all his family, together with stores of 
food, and two of every kind of all living things, of fowl and 
cattle and creeping things, to keep them alive. Of clean 
beasts and fowls Noah was to bring sev^n into the Ark, 
and of andean beasts two, male and female. 

* ^ A cubit is nearly t /o feet. 
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So Noah did as God told him, and went into the Ark, and 
after seven days God sent a great rain upon the earth, 
which lasted, for forty days and forty nights. The waters 
increased until the high hills were covered, and everything 
died that moved upon the earth — both man and cattle and 
beast, and creeping things and fowls. But the Ark was borne 
higher and higher on the face of the waters, and Noah and 
all they that were with him in the Ark remained alive. For 
one hundred and fifty days the waters stayed on the earth, 
but at last God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and 
the rain ceased and the waters began to decreas... On the 
seventeenth day of the seventh month the Ark rested 
on the mountains of Ararat, and the waters decreased con- 
tinually until, on the first day of the tenth month, the tops 
of the mountains were seen. 

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the 
Ark and sent forth a raven, but the raven did not return, 
for he was a carrion-feeder, and found rest and food upon 
the surface of the waters. Again Noah opened the window 
and sent forth a dove, to see if the waters were going down. 
The dove flew round and round, but finding no tree on 
which she could perch, she returned to the Ark, and Noah 
opened the window and drew her in. Seven days passed, 
and again he sent out the dove, and in the evening she 
again returned. But this time she brought in her mouth an 
olive leaf plucked from a tree, and Noah knew then that the 
waters were subsiding. He waited another seven days, and 
again sent out the dove, and this time she returned no 
more. This was a sign to Noah that the waters no longer 
covered the trees, and soon they were able to open the 
window and set the dry land. God told Noah that now all 
who were within the Ai^k might go forth, and He proiiused 
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that never again would He destro^ the* earth by a flood. As 
sign that He would keep His promise. He said that He 
would set a rainbow in the clouds. " When I bring a clopd 
over the earth . . . the bow shall be seen in the cloud, and ,I 
v.ill remember my covenant.'' 

After the days of the flood the earth was of one language 
and one speech. But there were certain men who journeyed 
from the east and dwelt in the plain of Shinar. These men 
made bricks, and began to build a city and a tower whose 
top should reach to heaven. 

But the Lord came down to see the city and the tow^er, 
and He confused their language, so that they did not under- 
stand each other's speech, and had to leave off building. 
Therefore the name of the place was called Babel, meaning 
" Confusion," because there the Lord confused the lan- 
guage of the earth. 



CHAPTER II 
THE FRIEND OF GOD 

Y ears went by, and once more the earth was 
peopled by the descendants of Noah and his 
three sons. One of these was the patriarch Abra- 
ham. In those days men waited for God’s word to guide 
them, so when God told Abraham to leave his own country 
and go with his wife Sara and his nephew Lot into the 
land of Canaan, he went without hesitation. There he and 
Lot became so rich and their cattle multiplied so fast that 
the land was scarcely large enough to hold them both, and 
they agreed to separate. 

Abraham stayed in Canaan, and Lot went eastward to 
the plains of Jordan, where there was plenty of water for 
the cattle, and lived in a city of the plain called Sodom. 
Now God had promised Abraham that his descendants 
should be a great nation, yet to Abraham and Sara this 
seemed impossible, as they were no longer young, and yet 
had no child. But one day, as Abraham sat in his tent door 
in the heat of the day, three men came and stood near him. 
He fetched water to wash their feet, for they had come 
from far, and gave them meal-cakes and butter and milk 
and meat. When they had eaten, they asked for Sara, and 
were told that she was inside the tent. Then the men, wno 
were really messengers sent from God, told Abraham that 

a 
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he would h^ve a son, a little boy to grow up in ms nouse- 
hold and call him father. 

When they had given this message, they rose to depart, 
pnd while Abraham*accompanied them on their way the^ 
told him that Sodom, tne city where Lot lived, was to be^ 
destroyed by fire from heaven becauso of its wickedness, 
together with Gomorrah, another very wicked city. But 
Abraham pleaded with them and begged that if fifty good 
people were found there the cities might be spared. And they 
promised that if fifty good people were found, the cities 
should ’^ot be destroyed. But Abraham was not yet satis- 
fied, and went on pleading until he got the promise that if 
even ten good people were found there the cities should be 
spared. 

About the same time two angels went to Sodom to the 
abode of Lot to warn him to leave at once. He in turn told 
his sons-in-law of the calamity about to fall on them, but 
they would not listen to him. Lot himself was loth to leave 
his home, but in the morning the two angels hastened his 
departure, and did not rest until he and his wife and two 
daughters were safely outside the gates. They urged him to 
escape to the mountain, but he begged that he might be 
allowed to stay in the little city of Zoar, which was close at 
hand ; and this request the angels granted Lot's wife was 
even more unwilling than he was to leave Sodom, and as 
they journeyed on their way she looked back regretfully at 
the doomed city, and the Bible story tells us that for this 
she was turned into a pillar of salt. 

Then God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah by fire, and 
all the people who lived there ; and Lot, afraid to stay in 
Zoar, lest that city also should be destroyed, ^found refuge in 
a ca^^e iu the mountains. In the morning, when Abraham 
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gazed across the l)lain towards Sodom and Gomorrah, he 
could see nothing but desolation and the smoke arising 
from the wreck of the two cities. Thus a second time had 
fjod sent destruction on the earth because of the sins of 
the people. 

Now God did not forget His promise to Abraham that he 
should become a great nation and a blessing to the earth, 
and in due time the long-looked-for son was born, and was 
named Isaac. This event brought great joy to Abraham's 
household — and Abraham and Sara loved the lad who 
came to them in their old age. 

There was already a little boy in Abraham's householdr- 
Ishmael, the son of Hagar, one of Sara’s maids. Ishmael, 
who had been born and brought up in Abraham's house, 
was not quite willing to make friends with the little Isaac, 
the son of Sara. On the day when Isaac was weaned a great 
feast was made, and there was general rejoicing; but 
Ishmael stood apart from the rest, and mocked, and made 
fun of all that was being done for Isaac. At this Sara was 
very angry, and declared that he should no longer stay in 
the house, but that he and his mother must go away at 
once. So Abraham got up early in the unorning and took 
bread and a bottle of water, and gave it to Hagar and sent 
her away. Hagar and her child wandered, they knew not 
whither. They lost their way, and soon the water and 
bread were gone, and nothing seemed left but death in the 
wilderness. Hagar could not bear to see her boy die, so she 
laid him down amongst the shrubs and she herself went a 
little way off and sat down and wept. But God, who knew 
all her story and had seen her sorrow, sent an angel to 
comfort her. “ What aileth thee, Hagar? " said the angel, 
“ fear not, but go and lift up the lad; he will yet do great 
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things and be the founder of a great nation.”’ At this Hagar 
opened her eyes, and there before her was a well of water. 
So she filled the water bottle, and the lad drank greedily 
and recovered his strength. From that day all was well witb 
Hagar and Ishmael. The lad grew up in the wilderness, 
and became a great archer, and God was’ with him. 

Meanwhile Isaac too was growing up — the joy and de* 
light of his father and mother. But God put a great trial 
and temptation before Abraham in order to prove his 
courage and steadfastness. He was to go into the land of 
Moriah to a mountain there, and offer up Isaac, his only 
son, as a sacrifice. But Abraham did not falter. Getting up 
early in the morning, he saddled his ass, got together the 
wood for the altar fire, took with him two young men and 
his beloved son Isaac, and went into the mountain as God 
had told him. Leaving the two young men and the ass at 
some distance off, he and Isaac went forward alone. 
■' Father,” said the lad, " behold the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? ” And Abraham 
answered, ‘‘My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering.” When they had reached the place of which 
God had told them, Abraham built the altar, laid the wood 
in order, bound his son, and was about to follow God's 
commands, when he heard a voice Calling to him out of 
heaven, telling him not to touch the lad, for that now God 
was satisfied as to his faith and trust in Him. Then Abra- 
ham unbound his son, and looking round saw a ram in a 
thicket, which he caught and offered on the altar as a sacri- 
fice to God. And God repeated His promise to Abraham 
th-'t his descendants should be a great nation and a bles- 
sing to t^ie whole earth. 

Somp years aSter these events S?pa died, and was buried 
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in the cave of Machpelah. Isaac was now a young man, and 
Abraham was anxious that he should marry one of his 
kmdred, and not one of the women of Canaan, amongst 
«whom they Viad come to live. So he called to him the oldest 
servant that he had, and told him to go back to the country 
in which they had lived before they came to Canaan, and 
find a wife for his son Isaac. He told his servant that God's 
angel would go before him to guide him and shew him 
what to do. So the servant took ten camels with him and 
went to Abraham's kindred in the city where dwelt Nahor, 
Abraham's brother. Outside the city was a weh, to which at 
eventide the women came to draw water. Here the servant 
made his camels kneel down, and he prayed that God 
would send him good speed, and that the maiden to whom 
he should say, Give me to drink," and who should 
answer, " Drink, and I will give thy camels also to drink," 
should be the right maiden to choose as a wife for Isaac. 

Almost before he had finished his prayer, there came to 
the well a beautiful maiden, named Rebekah, the grand- 
daughter of Nahor. When she had filled her pitcher at the 
well, the servant ran to her and asked if she would let him 
drink a little water. So she let down the pitcher from her 
shoulder and gave him drink, and emptying the pitcher 
into the camel's trou^ ran back again to the well and drew 
water for all the thirsty camels. Then Abraham's servant 
knew that God had heard his prayer, and he gave to 
Rebekah a golden ear-ring and two bracelets for her hands, 
and asked her whose daughter she was, and if there were 
room in her father's tents for him to lodge that night. 
Rebekah told him that she was Nahor's granddaughter and 
that he would be welcome at their abode, where he would 
find also plenty of foofi and bedding for the camels. The 
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maiden then ran on ahead to tell’ her, ^)eo^le ot tne ex- 
pected guest, and her brother Laban came out to meet him 
and welcome him to their ho»jae. But when they place^ 
food before him, he refused to eat until he had told them on , 
what errand he had come. He said that he was the servant 
of Abraham, who was a very rich man, with many flocks 
and herds, and that his master had sent him to find a 
■wife for his son Isaac. He told them also how God had 
answered his prayer at the well and wonderfully directed 
him to his master’s kinsfolk, and that now he wished 
to know if they were willing to let Rebekah go back 
with him. Rebekah’s father and brother, believing that 
it was the will of God that she should go, gave their 
consent at once, and the servant brought out the jewels 
and garments that he had brought with him from his 
master, and gave them to her and to her mother and 
brother. That night there was a feast, and all were merry, 
but when morning broke, the maiden took leave of her 
kindred, and, together with her maids, she departed with 
the servant of Abraham and his caravan. 

At eventide, as Isaac was meditating in the fields, he saw 
the camels approaching in the distance. Rebekah had also 
seen Isaac, and being told who he was, she threw a veil 
over her face, and getting down frorA her camel, went to 
meet him. So Rebekah became his wife, and their love for 
each other comforted Isaac after his mother’s death. Some 
tirne after this Abraham also died, and Isaac and Ishmael, 
who had left Abraham’s house so long ago, buried him by 
lus wife Sara in the cave of Machpelah. God had chosen 
him, to be the head of a great nation, and had prospered 
him in all that he undertook. His faith and trust in God 
were.great, and he was called " The friend of God.” 



CHAPTER III 
THE TWO BROTHERS 

T O Isaac and Rebekah were bom two sons. The 
years passed and these two children became men : 
Esau, was a cunning hunter, a man of the field, 
while Jacob, was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 

Jacob, the plain man," was beloved of his mother, but 
Isaac loved Esau, who brought him venison from his day's 
hunting. One day it happened that Esau came back from 
the field faint and hungry, and demanded food from his 
brother, who had been making a pottage of lentils. But 
Jacob said he would not give him the soup until Esau pro- 
mised to sell him his birthright (that is to say, the advan- 
tages that fell to him as eldest son) . Esau, being nearly dead 
with fatigue and hunger, was ready to agree to anything^ 
so he sold his birthright for the mess of pottage. Neither 
was this the only time that Jacob got the better of his elder 
brother. Isaac had grown old, and his sight was failing, and 
he begged Esau to take his weapons and go out to the field 
and fetch him some venison as of old, that he might Mess 
him before he died. Now Rebekah heard this, and deter- 
mined that her beloved Jacob should have the blessing. 
So, while Esau went to the field to hunt for venison she 
called Jacob to her, and told him to fetch two kids that she 
might make a savour^ dish for Isaac. " Thou shalt bring 
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it to thy father,” she said, " that ’he may eat, and that 
he may bless thee before his death." 

But Jacob said, ” Behold, Fsau my brother is a hairy 
man, and I am a smooth man ; my father, peradventure, wiU, 
feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall 
bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.” 

B)it Rebekah said, "Upon me be thy curse, my son; only 
obey my voice and go fetch me them.” So he brought the 
kids to his mother, and Rebekah prepared a dish such as 
Isaac loved; and she took Esau’s clothes and put them on 
Jacob, and put the skins of the kids on his hands and 
neck, and he brought the savoury food to his father. 
Then Isaac said, " Who art thou, my son? ” And Jacob 
answered, "I am Esau, thy firstborn; I have done ac- 
cording as thou badest me; arise, I pray thee, sit and eat 
of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.” Isaac won- 
dered to find Esau back so soon, and when he felt his hands 
and neck and found that they were hairy, he was more 
puzzled still. The hands were Esau’s but the voice was 
Jacob’s. “ Art thou my very son Esau? ” he asked, and 
Jacob answered, " I am.” So Isaac ate the venison and 
kissed his son and blessed him with the blessing of the 
firstborn. " The smell of my son is as the smell of a field 
which the Lord hath blessed; therefore Gdd give thee of 
the dew of heaven and the fatness of the earth, and plenty 
of com and wine; let people serve thee ajid nations bow 
down to thee; be lord over thy brethren and let thy 
mother’s sons bow down to thee : cursed be every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee.” 

Scarcely had J acob left his father’s presence when Esau 
returned, bringing with him also savoury venison. When 
Isaac asked whcv he was, Esau answered that he was his 



1 6 Stoi^ies from the Old Testameno 

first-bom son, and ^he old man trembled very exceedingly. 
Great was Esau^s distress' when he heard that his brother 
had taken the blessing that nghtly belonged to him. “ Bless 
«ne, even me also, O my father,'' he cried, with an exceed- 
ing bitter cry. Is he not rightly named 'Jacob'? for he 
hath supplanted me these two times ; he took away my birth- 
right ; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing." 

Then Isaac told how he had made Jacob lord over his 
brethren, and Esau wept bitterly, and begged that even 
one blessing should be given to him. So Isaac said, " Be- 
hold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth and of 
the dew of heaven from above; and by thy sword shalt thou 
live and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass 
when thou shalt have the dominion that thou shalt break 
his yoke from off thy neck." 

After these things, Esau hated J acob, and determined to 
take his life. So bitter were the quarrels between the two 
brothers that both Isaac and Rebekah advised Jacob to go 
to his uncle Laban, and stay with him for awhile. So he 
departed for Haran, where his uncle lived. On his way 
God appeared to him in a dream, in which he saw a ladder 
set up from earth to heaven, and angels of God ascending 
and descending upon it. And God renewed the promises 
that He had made to Abraham^ promising that all the land 
where Jacob then was should be his, and that He would 
guide him wheresoever he went. When Jacob awoke he 
knew that God had been with him in his dream, so he 
called the place Bethel — the house of God — and set up the 
stone on which his head had rested for a pillow, pouring oil 
upon it, and vowing that if God would indeed be with him 
and bring him back in peace, he would give Him the 
tenth part of all his possessions. 
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After this he journeyed on until he came to a well of 
water, where were gathered n^any flocks of sheep. The 
shepherds told Jacob that th«y came from Haran, th?t 
they knew Laban the son of Nahor, and that Rachel, the 
daughter of Laban, would presently come to water the 
sheep, after the stone should be rolled from the mouth of 
the well. Scarcely had they said this when Jacob saw 
Rachel coming with her father’s sheep, so he hastened to 
roll avvay the stone for her and water the flock, and when 
he kissed her and told her that he was Rebekah’s son, she 
ran and told her father, and Laban received him gladly 
into his house. 

Here Jacob stayed for a month, at the end of which time 
Laban told him that he was willing to pay him a wage for 
any services he might render him. Now Laban had two 
daughters — Leah, the elder, the “tender-eyed”; and 
Rachel, the younger, who was beautiful to look upon. And 
Jacob loved Rachel, and told Laban that he was willing to 
work for seven years if at the end of that time he might 
have Rachel for his wife. To this Laban agreed, and the 
seven years soon passed away — indeed they seemed to 
J acob but a few days, so great was his love for Rachel. A 
great feast was made for the marriage, and Laban brought 
the veiled bride to Jacob, but when the ceremony was over 
and the bride unveiled, Jacob discovered that not Rachel, 
but her elder sister Leah, had been given to him, and that 
Laban had deceived him. Laban excused himself for his 
treachery, and told Jacob that in their country it was not 
the custom to marry the younger sister before the elder, 
but if Jacob would serve another seven years he could then 
have Rachel also. In those days men had ifiore than one 
wife, bo Jacob s^ved Laban another seven years, and at 
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the end of that time Rachel the beloved became his 
bride. 

Still Jacob worked for Lr.ban, but often did he long to 
go back to his own country. Yet Laban urged him to stay , 
and agreed to divide his cattle with him as his hire. From 
that day Jacob’s cattle and herds increased, and he had 
many servants and camels and asses. But Laban's cattle 
were weak, and he began to be displeased with Jacob, and 
behaved so unkindly to him that Jacob departed secretly 
with Leah and Rachel and their sons, and all his belong- 
ings. When Laban heard that he had gone, he followed 
quickly after him, and upbraided him for going away thus 
secretly. But the quarrel was settled between them, and 
they made a compact together and raised a heap of stones, 
c\lling the place of their compact “ Mizpah," which means 

The Lord watch between me and thee when we are 
absent one from another." Laban promised that he would 
not pass over the heap of stones to do Jacob harm, and 
Jacob on his part made the same promise, after which 
Laban returned home and Jacob continued his journey. 
When he had passed Mahanaim he sent messengers to Esau 
to tell him that he was coming, and that he had with him 
many flocks and herds and much wealth. 

But when the messengers returned, saying that Esau was 
approaching with four hundred men, Jacob was afraid and 
distressed, and thought that Esau meant harm to him. So 
he prayed to God to help him, and he chose from his flecks 
a valuable gift, which he sent ahead with his servants 
to please his brother. Then he sent his wives and sons 
over the brook in safety, and he himself was left alone In 
the night we are told that an angel came and wrertled with 
him, and told him tha!: his name should be changed, and 
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that he should henceforth be called Israel, prince 
o: God.” 

The meeting of Fsau and Jacob was after all a hap{)y 
one. The brothers kissed each other and wept, and Esau 
was astonished at all the wealth that Jacob brought with 
him. Esau then returned to his own home, and Jacob 
journeyed on until he came to Mamre, in the land of 
Canaan, where he was in time to see his old father before 
he died. But on the way a great sorrow had befallen him, 
forlRachel had died, leaving behind her two sons — Joseph 
and Benjamm. 

These two sons of Rachel lived then with their ten 
brothers and their father in the land of Canaan. Of what 
befel them there the next chapter shall tell. 


ta 



CHAPTER IV 

THE DREAMER OF DREAMS 

J ACOB, or Israel, as he was now to be called, loved 
Joseph more than all his children because he was 
the son of his old age and the son of Rachel. The lad 
was at this time seventeen years old, and kept the flocks 
with his brothers. Israel had made Joseph a coat of many 
colours, and his brothers hated him because his father was 
so fond of him. Their hatred was increased when they 
heard about two wonderful dreams that Joseph dreamed. 
He dreamed that his brothers and himself were binding 
sheaves in the field, and that his sheaf arose and stood up- 
right, while the sheaves of his brothers bowed down before 
it; and he dreamed also that the sun and moon and eleven 
stars bowed down before him. The brothers took these 
dreams to mean that one day he would rule over them all ; 
and even his father rebuked Joseph for telling the dreams. 

Shortly afterwards, while the brothers of J oseph were 
keeping the flocks at Dothan, Israel sent him to see if 
all was well with them. When the brothers saw Joseph 
coming, they decided to kill him and throw him into a 
pit, and then tell their father that he had been tom to 
pieces by wild beasts. Reuben, however, pleaded for J oseph's 
life, so they threw him into the pit alive, first stepping off 
his coat of many colot rs. Preiently there came a band of 
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The Dreafner of Dreams 

Ishmaelites who were going down into Egypt, their camels 
carrying balm and spices. On. Judah’s advice, the bro- 
thers sold Joseph to these men for twenty pieces of silver, 
and the Ishmaelites took him to Egypt and sold him to Potfr 
phar, the captain of Pharaoh’s guard. Meanwhile the bro- 
thers killed a kid and dipped Joseph’s coat in the blood, and 
took the coat home to their father, who mourned and wept 
for his son, thinking that evil beasts had tom him to pieces. 

Now Joseph prospered in Egypt, and Potiphar in due 
time made him his tmsted servant and overseer of his 
household. Potiphar’s wife, however, an evil woman, so 
poisoned her husband’s mind against Joseph that she 
succeeded in making him believe evil tales, and caused 
Joseph to be imprisoned. But even in prison God was with 
him, and the keeper of the prison found him so trust- 
worthy that he gave him charge over the other prisoners, 
amongst whom were the chief butler and the chief baker of 
Pharaoh the king. 

Now in those days people believed in dreams and 
visions, so when the chief butler told Joseph that he had 
had a dream, Joseph asked him to tell it to him, and ex- 
plained to him what the dream meant. The butler said 
that he saw in his dream a vine with three branches, and 
that he took the grapes of the vine cind pressed them into 
Pharaoh’s cup, and gave the cup to Pharaoh. Joseph told 
him that in three days he would be released from prison 
avid again become Pharaoh’s butler. But," added Joseph, 

think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew 
kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me 
unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house." 

The chief baker dreamt that he had thre6 white baskets 
on his head, and that in th • uppernost one were all kinds 
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of bakemeats* for Phaiaoh, and that the birds ate the 
bakemeats out of the basket. 

, Joseph also explained th^ dream, which meant that in 
4hree days the chief baker would be hanged on a tree, and 
the birds would eat his flesh. 

Both dreams turned out as Joseph had said, but the 
chief butler forgot his promise and forgot Joseph, who for 
two years longer remained in prison. 

At the end of that time Pharaoh the king dreamt a 
dream, and when none of his wise men could tell him the 
meaning of it, the chief butler at last remembered the 
young Hebrew in the prison, who could interpret dreams. 
Pharaoh sent for him immediately, and told Joseph his 
dream. He had dreamt that he stood on the banks of a 
river, and that seven fat kine were feeding in a meadow, 
and that seven lean and ill-favoured kine came and ate up 
the seven fat kine, yet still remained lean and ill-favoured. 
Again he dreamt that seven full and good ears of corn 
grew on one stalk, and after them sprang up seven thin 
withered ears, which devoured the seven good ears. 

Joseph explained that the two dreams were really one, 
and that in them God had shewn Pharaoh what He was 
about to do. There were to be seven years of great plenty 
in Egypt, and after them were to come seven years of 
grievous famine, and Joseph suggested that Pharaoh 
should choose a discreet man and set him over the land of 
Egypt, with officers under him, in order to store up 
sufficient food during the good years, that no one might 
want during the years of famine. 

Pharaoh replied that he could find no one more discreet 
and wise than- Joseph, and that he would make him ruler 
over all the land of E"ypt; " mly in the ^throne will T be 
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greater than thou.” And Pharaoh gave Joseph a ring and a 
gK>ld chain and fine garments, and made him ride in the 
second chariot, and gave him a princess to be his wife. 

Then Joseph set about his task of storing up food in the 
cities, and during the seven plenteous years he gathered 
com as the sand of the sea. Two sons were bom to him 
during those years, and Joseph named them Manasseh and 
Ephraim. 

Then upon all lands came the great famine. Only in the 
land of Egypt was there plenty of food. And Joseph 
opened the storehouses, and sold food to the Egyptians, 
and all the countries round sent to Joseph to buy com. 

Now Jacob heard that there was com in Egypt, and sent 
his ten sons from Canaan to buy food, keeping Benjamin, 
the youngest, at home, incase some evil should befall him. 
When the brothers came into Egypt and bowed down be- 
fore Pharaoh's powerful governor, Joseph knew them at 
once, but they did not recognize him as their brother. 

He spoke roughly to them, and pretended to take them 
for spies, but they told him that they were tme men, that 
they had come from Canaan, and had left their youngest 
brother at home, j oseph still pretended that he took them 
for spies, and put them in prison for three days. At the end 
of that time he said to them that if they would fetch their 
youngest brother, he would believe their words, but that 
they must leave Simeon as a hostage While they carried 
back food to Canaan. 

Then Joseph ordered that their sacks should be filled 
with com, and that each man's money should be put into 
hie sack and provisions given them for the way. So they 
left Sim-on in prison and departed. On the way one of 
them opened hk sack to gt t food lor his ass and saw the 
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money. Then they were frightened, and when, similarly, 
they found on their return home that each man's money 
had been returned, they were still more afraid. Their 
'father, when he heard the sto^y, refused to let Ben- 
jamin go. "Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will 
take Benjamin away: all these things are against me." 
Reuben offered his own two sons as sureties for Benjamin's 
life and safety, but Jacob still refused. Soon, however, all 
the food brought from Egypt was used up, and starvation 
again faced them, and Judah at last persuaded his father 
to let Benjamin go, saying that he would be responsible 
for his safe return. So they took with them a present of 
fruits and balm and honey, and took double money to pay 
for the com. 

When Joseph saw that they had brought Benjamin, he 
ordered a feast to be prepared, and his steward brought the 
brothers to Joseph's own house. This made them still more 
afraid. When Joseph came, they bowed themselves before 
him and offered their present, and he asked how their 
father was, and if this was their youngest brother. Scarcely 
could he restrain himself from weeping when he saw Ben- 
jamin, but still he kept them in ignorance as to who he 
really was. When the feast was over, he commanded the 
steward to fill the sacks with corn, to put each man's 
money again in the sacks, and to put his own silver cup 
into Benjamin's sack. At dawn the brothers departed, but 
when they were still but a little way beyond the city walls, 
Joseph sent his steward after them, and accused them of 
stealing his silver cup. The brothers were astonished and 
said such a thing could not be, and that if the cup should 
be found in any sack, the one to whom the sack belonged 
should die. When the cup was found in the saek of Bcnja- 
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ihin, great wa’s their sorrow; and they returned at once to 
the city, and came before Joseph and bent themselves to 
the ground. Judah pleaded with Joseph, and told how he 
had promised to be surety for Benjamin, and that it would 
mean death to Jacob if he did not bring the lad back with 
him. He begged that he might himself be kept as a bond- 
man and that Benjamin might return in safety. 

Then Joseph could restrain himself no longer, but wept 
aloud, and told them that he was their brother Joseph, 
and that the Lord had prospered him in Egypt. And he 
kissed his >^rothers, and told them to go back to Canaan 
and fetch their father, so that he might live in plenty 
in Egypt during the five years of famine which were still 
to come. 

When Pharaoh heard that Joseph's brothers had come, 
he was pleased, and told them to take wagons from Egypt 
and fetch their wives and children and their father from 
the land of Canaan. So Joseph gave them wagons, as 
Pharaoh commanded, and provisions for the way, and a 
change of raiment each, but to Benjamin he gave five 
changes of raiment and three hundred pieces of silver. He 
also sent gifts to his father. So the brothers went home and 
told Israel all that had happened, and that his son Joseph 
was alive and was governor over all the land of Egypt. It 
was long before the old man could believe such a wonder- 
ful story, but when he saw the wagons ancf gifts he thought 
it must really be true, and that he would see again his long- 
lost son. 

So the journey from Canaan to Egypt was begun, and 
at Beersheba God appeared to Jacob and told him not to 
be afraid lo go into Egypt, for that from him should spring 
a great nation. 3o they jour ’eyed ofi, with their wives and 
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children and their cattle, and all their goods; and all the 
souls of the house of Jacoo which came into Egypt were 
tlireescore and ten. 

When they had come into the land of Goshen, Joseph 
came to meet them in his chariot, and he fell on his father's 
neck and wept, and Israel said to Joseph, " Now let me die, 
since I have seen thy face." This was his way of saying that 
he had reached the fullest happiness that life could give. 
Then Joseph took five of his brothers and went back to 
Pharaoh, and presented them to him, and told him that 
the others with their cattle and herds were in Goshen. 
Pharaoh received them kindly, and told them that they 
might all dwell in the land of Goshen. Joseph also pre- 
sented his father to the king. 

Now the famine was still raging in the land, and when 
the Egyptians had spent all their money in buying com, 
J oseph gave them bread in exchange for their cattle and 
flocks. But when that year was ended and the people still 
starved, they came again to Joseph, saying that now only 
their bodies and their lands were left and that they would 
willingly be Pharaoh's servants and sell their lands for 
bread. 

Thus Joseph bought the whole land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh, except the land of the priests, and he removed 
the people to the cities. Then he gave them seed with which 
to sow the land, and made a law that a fifth part should 
always belong to Pharaoh. 

Israel lived in the country of Goshen for seventeen years 
and had great possessions. He was now 137 years old, and 
when he felt that he had not much longer to live, he sent for 
Joseph and made him promise to bury him in the cave of 
Machpelah in the lana of Can lan. He also blessed Joseph's 
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two sons, Manasseh and Ephraiih, saying: " The Angel 
which redeemed me from all e lil, bless the lads.” Manas- 
seh was the elder of the two, but Jacob laid his right haad 
on the head of Ephraim and his left hand on that of 
Manasseh, and when Joseph wished him to place his right 
hand on the head of the first-bom, he refused, saying that 
the younger brother should be greater than the elder. 
Thereafter Jacob blessed his own sons: 

“Reuben, thou art my first-born, my might and the begin- 
ning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the 
excellency of power : unstable as water, thou shalt not excel. ’ ’ 

Simeon and Levi he chided for having given way to 
anger: ” I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in 
Israel.” 

“Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise; 
thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies ; thy father’s 
children shall bow down before thee. Judah is a lion’s 
whelp. The sceptre shall not depart from him, nor a law- 
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come.” 

" Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea.” 

" Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two 
burdens, and he saw that rest was good and the land that it 
was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and be- 
came a servant under tribute.” 

“Dan shall judge his people. He shall be a serpent by 
the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse’s 
heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.” 

” Gad. A troop shall overcome him, but he shall over- 
come at the last.” 

“Asher. His bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal 
dainties.” 

“ Waphiali is a hind let lot 5e : he g’ veth goodly words.” 
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Joseph is a fruitful Dough, even a fruitful bough by a 
well, whose branches run over the wall. The archers ha^^e 
scx*ely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: but 
nis bow abode in strength, and the weapons of his handc 
were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of 
Jacob . . , the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings 
of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under.'* 

" Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he 
shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil." 

And Jacob died, and Joseph commanded the physicians 
to embalm his father's body, and he went in unto the 
household of Pharaoh and said: "My father made me 
swear that I should lay him by the side of his fathers in the 
land of Canaan; wherefore let me go, I pray thee, and bury 
my father, and I will come again." 

And Pharaoh allowed Joseph to go, together with his 
brethren, and there went with them a great company with 
chariots and horsemen so that the people on the way said, 
" This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians." 

And they buried Jacob with great pomp and ceremony 
and mourning in the cave of Machpelah, where were 
buried Abraham and Sarah, with Isaac and Rebekah, and 
Jacob's wife Leah. 

Joseph then returned to Egypt, and when his brethren 
saw that their father was dead they said, "Joseph will 
peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the 
evil which we did unto him." 

They sent therefore to Joseph and told him that Jacob 
had laid command upon them to ask pardon for the evil 
which they had done unto him in his youth. And Joseph's 
heart was touched, and he looked kindly upon hi ' brothers 
and said: 
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** Fear not, I am not God that f should judge. Ye meant 
evil against me, but God turned it into good, and made it 
the means of saving many people alive." And Joseph com- 
forted his brethren, and returned good unto them and theit 
children all his days. 

And J oseph lived in Egypt to the great age of one hun- 
dred and ten years, and he held his great grandchildren 
upon his knees. And he exacted an oath from his kindred 
that in due time they should carry his bones from out of the 
land of Egypt. 



CHAPTER V 

THE JOURNEYINGS OF THE ISRAELITES 

Sound the loud timbrel 
O'er Egypt's dark sea; 

The Lord is triumphant. 

His people are free. 

A fter the death of Joseph, the Israelites grew 
and multiplied exceedingly, until, in course of 
time, the Egyptians became afraid lest, in time 
of war, the Israelites should join their enemies and take 
the country of Egypt for themselves. So they set task- 
masters over them, and made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage. 

Now there arose a king of Egypt, who knew not Joseph, 
and he commanded that every son bom to the Israelites 
should be thrown into the river. One mother, who be- 
longed to the tribe of Levi, tried to save her first-bom 
son from the crael tyrant. He was a goodly child, and 
for three months she hid him. When she could hide him 
no longer, she made an ark of bulmshes, daubed it with 
pitch, and put the child in it, laying him down amongst 
the reeds by the banks of the river, and setting his 
sister to watch and see what should become of him. Pre- 
sently came Pharaoh's daughter, with her maidens, to 
bathe in the liver; and when she saw the ark among the 
reeds, she sent a mai \ to fet^ h it, and finding the c^ing 
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Hebrew babe, she beheld it with pity. Then the sister, who 
was watching, asked if she should fetch a Hebrew woman 
to be the child’s nurse, and. Pharaoh’s daughter consenV 
ing, she fetched the child’s own mother. Then the King’s 
daughter said: '‘Take this child away, and nurse it for me, 
and I will give thee thy wages.” So the mother took her 
own child home and nursed him, and in due time, when he 
had grown, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter, to be 
brougnt up as her son. He was called Moses, which means 
” Drawn out,” because he had been drawn out of the 
water. 

When Moses became a man, he was grieved to see the 
burdens put upon the children of Israel, his kinsmen, and 
one day, seeing an Egyptian smite a Hebrew, his anger was 
so great that he killed the Egyptian and buried him in the 
sand. When Pharaoh heard of this, he sought to slay Moses, 
but Moses escaped into the land of Midian, and there in 
course of time he manied Zipporah, one of the daughters 
of Jethro, Prince of Midian. One day, while keeping the 
flocks of Jethro in Horeb, he saw a strange sight — a bush 
which burned with fire and yet was not consumed. 

When he drew nearer to find out the cause of this, God 
called to him out of the bush, and sai^, ” I am the God of 
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” And God told Moses that He had seen all 
the sorrows and afflictions of the Israelites and their ilb 
treatment at the hands of the cruel king, and that He in- 
tended to take them away out of the land of Egypt, and 
to bring them to a land flowing with milk and honey — 
the Hnd of Canaan. He further said that H,e had chosen 
Moses to Lad the Irsaelites out of Egypt, and that he was 
to galher together* the elders of the people and go before 
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Pharaoh and ask permission to take a three days' journey 
into the wilderness to sacrifice to their God. Moses was toM 
aLo that Pharaoh would refuse at first, and would not let 
the Israelites go until compelled by many afflictions. 

Moses was not at all willing to become the leader of the 
people. He said nobody would believe that God had ap- 
peared to him and had spoken to him. So certain signs were 
given to him by which the people should know that GoJ 
had indeed appeared to him. One of these was the sign of 
the rod. Moses was commanded to cast on the ground the 
rod which he had in his hand, and when he had done this 
it turned into a serpent. Moses fled, terrified, but God told 
him to seize the serpent by the tail, whereupon the serpent 
became again a rod in his hand. 

But still Moses made excuses, and expressed unwilling- 
ness to go. He said that he was a man slow of speech and 
that he would not know what to say to the people. But God 
set all his doubts aside, and told him that He would be 
with him always, and would give him words to say and 
teach him what he should do, and that his brother Aaron, 
who could speak well, would go with him and help him. 

Then Moses took his rod in his hand and went and 
fetched his wi^e and his sons, and returned to the land of 
Egypt. There he and Aaron gathered the elders of the 
people together and told them that God had seen their 
affliction and would help them. Together they went to the 
king and gave him their message, “ Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel — * Let My people go, that they may hold a 
feast unto Me in the wilderness.' " But Pharaoh answered, 
" I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go," and he 
ordered their task-masters to increase the wcrk of the 
people. They were to make as nany bricks as before, tut no 
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straw was to be provided — they wore to find the straw for 
themselves. 

The Israelites were now accused of idleness, and the^r 
b.urdens were increased. Their case was sad indeed, and they 
upbraided Moses and Aaron for having brought these fresh 
troubles upon them. When Moses laid the matter before 
the Lord, he was told to go again to the Israelites and tell 
them that God would surely save them and bring them in- 
to the land which He had promised to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. But the Israelites, groaning under the bondage of 
the cruel king, would neither listen to Moses nor believe 
him. Then God commanded Moses to go again to Pharaoh, 
but Moses said that if the Israelites would not hearken to 
him he could not expect Pharaoh to listen. Then the Lord 
said that if Pharaoh asked for a sign they were to throw 
down Aaron's rod before him, and it would turn into a 
serpent. 

Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh as God had told 
them, and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and 
before all his servants, and it turned into a serpent. The 
wise men and magicians then cast down their rods, and 
tliey also became serpents, but the rod of Aaron swallowed 
up all the other rods; yet still Pharaoh's heart was hard- 
ened, and he refused to let the people go. 

Wonderful things then happened in Egypt. The sign of 
the rod had failed, and, at Pharaoh's next refusal, God 
turned all the waters in the land of Egypt into blood. A 
plague of frogs was sent, the dust of the earth was changed 
into crawling insects, and flies swarmed in the houses, yet 
again and again Pharaoh hardened his heart " and re- 
fused to let the people go. Then came grievous diseases, and 
all the cattle in Egypt died. 'The Egyptians were covered 

3 
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with sores and smi+ten with pestilence, thunder and hail; 
fire ran along the ground, every tree was broken and the 
flax and barley destroyed. Only the children of Israel were 
unharmed oy all these terrors. But as each new plague 
passed, Pharaoh’s obstinacy returned. The land was now 
darkened by a terrible plague of destructive insects called 
locusts, which devoured the fruits and herbs that had not 
been destroyed by the hail. After the locusts came a thick 
darkness, which lasted for three days — only in the dwel- 
lings of the Israelites was there light. But the most terrible 
affliction of all was still to come, and from this also the 
Israelites were to be exempt. God told Moses and Aaron 
that in each family of the Israelites a lamb without 
blemish was to be killed in the evening. The blood of the 
lamb was to be sprinkled on the two sideposts and on the 
upper door-post of the houses, and the flesh of the lamb 
was to be roasted and eaten with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs that same night. Nothing was to be kept till 
the morning; if any pieces remained over they were to be 
burned with fire. The Israelites were to eat the lamb In 
haste, with their loins girded, their shoes on their feet, and 
their staves in their hands. And God > told Moses that on 
that same night he would pass through the land of Egypt 
and would slay all the first-bom of the Egyptians, 
both man and beast, but that He would pass over the 
houses of the Israelites on which the blood was 
sprinkled. 

No one was to leave his house that night, and for seven 
days unleavened bread only was to be eaten. 

The children of Israel did what the Lord commanded 
them, and at midnight throughout the land there was an 
exceeding great cry, for the first-bom in every Eg^'ptian 
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household war smitten, and there was, not a house where 
there was not one dead. 

And Pharaoh rose in the night, all his pride and obsti- 
nacy gone at last, and called Moses and Aaron, and told 
them to lead the people of Israel forth, and their flocks and 
herds, and to get away as hastily as niight be. Then the 
children of Israel borrowed jewels and silver and gold and 
raiment from the Egyptians, and set forth from Egypt on 
the night of the Passover, and ever since that night the 
feast of the Passover has been yearly held by the descen- 
dants of the Israelites to commemorate the passing over of 
their houses by the Angel of Death. ^ 

Then God led the children of Israel through the wilder- 
ness of the Red Sea, and they took with them the bones of 
Joseph, and encamped on the border of the wilderness. 
By day a pillar of cloud went before to guide them, and by 
night a pillar of fire. 

But Pharaoh repented that he had let them go, and he 
pursued them with all the horses and chariots of Egypt, 
and with a great army, and he overtook them at night time 
as they encamped by the sea. When they saw the hosts of 
Pharaoh coming, the Israelites were afraid, and upbraided 
Moses, saying that they would far rather have remained in 
hard service in Egypt than die in the wilderness. But 
Moses answered, “ The Lord shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your peace.” 

And the angel of God which went before the camp of 
Israel removed and went behind them; the pillar of cloud 
also went from before their face and stood between them 
and the Egyptians. And it gave light to the Israelites, but 

This feast is held by the Jews to-day at Easter. 
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it was darkne^ to jthe Egyptians, so that tney did not 
come near all tha<> night. 

Then God told Moses to stretch forth his rod and divide 
Gie waters 01 the sea. This he did, and the Lord caused the 
sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and in 
the morning the cliildren of Israel went into the midst of 
the sea upon dry ground; and the waters were a wall unto 
them on their right hand, and on their left. In the 
morning watch the Egyptians saw that their bond-sei vants 
were escaping, and they pursued and went after them in the 
midst of the sea. But God was with His people, and He 
troubled the Egyptians so that the wheels of tneir chariots 
stuck in the bed of the sea and they were seized with panic 
and turned to flee. And the Lord bade Moses stretch out 
his hand over the sea once more, and the waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen, and all the host of 
Pharaoh, so that there remained not so much as one of them. 

We will sing unto the Lord, for He hath tri- 
umphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath He 
thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is our strength and song, and He is 
become our salvation. 

The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is His name. 

Pharaoh’3 chariot and his host hath He cast into 
the sea; his chosen captains also are drowned in the 
Red 

The depths have covered them; they sank into 
the bottom as a stone. 

Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in 
power: thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces 
the enemy. 

And in the greatness of Thine excdlency Thou 
hast overthrown them that rose up against Thee; 
Thou sentest forth Thy wrath, which consumed them 
as stubble. 
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And with the blast of Thy nostrils the waters were 
gathered together, and the floods stood upright as an 
heap. 

The enemy said, I will pursue, I will o\ ertake, I 
will divide the spoil: my lust shall be satisfied upon 
them: I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy 
them. 

Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered 
them ; they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods? 

Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders? 

Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which 
Thou hast redeemed: Thou hast guided them in Thy 
strength unto Thy holy habitation. 

Thy people shall hear and be afraid: sorrow shall 
take hold on the inhabitants of Palestine. 

Fear and dread shall fall upon them: by the great- 
ness of Thine arm they shall be as still as a stone; till 
Thy people pass over, 0 Lord, till the people pass over 
which Thou hast purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in and plant them in the 
mountain of Thine inheritance, in the place, 0 Lord, 
which Thou hast made for Thee to dwell in, in the 
Sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy hands have established. 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. For the 
horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with 
his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought again 
the waters of the sea upon them: out the children of 
Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea. 

This song they sang, while Miriam* the prophetess, 
Aaron's sister, and all the women danced, timbrel in hand. 

After these things they wandered three days in the wil- 
derness without water to drink, and when at last water was 
found at Marah, it was so bitter that they fould not drink 
it. And again they murmured against Moses, but the Lord 
shewed him a tree which, when cast into the waters, made 
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them sweet, and presently they arrived at Elim, where were 
twelve wells of water and tnree score and ten palm treesi 


It were long to tell in full of the wanderings of the Israe- 
lites in the wilderness. Forty years did they wander before 
they came to the Promised Land. 

Often did they murmur against God and His servant 
Moses, and wish that they had never left the land of Egypt. 
Yet God fed them in the wilderness with quails and with 
manna sent from Heaven, and brought water for them out 
of the rocks when they thirsted. Always too, they rested on 
the seventh day — the Sabbath. On the sixth day a double 
portion of manna was gathered, so that no work might be 
done on the Sabbath. 

When the people of Amalek fought against them, 
Moses appointed Joshua to choose out men to go and fight 
against them, while Moses with Aaron and Hur stood on 
the top of the hill to watch the battle. Moses held the rod of 
God in his hand, and when he held up his hand Israel pre- 
vailed, and when he let down his hand Amalek prevailed. 
But Moses' hands were heavy, and he sat on a great stone, 
and Aaron and Hur stood one on each side of him and held 
them up, and his hands were steady until the going down of 
the sun. So Joshua overcame the Amalekites, 



CHAPTER VI 
MOSES THE LAWGIVER 

T O MOSES in the wilderness came his father-in-law 
Jethro, bringing with him the wife and two sons 
of Mose^. Now Jethro was struck by the multi- 
tude of questions that were brought by the people for set- 
tlement, and by the way in which Moses judged the people 
and explained to them the commandments of God. Jethro 
thought that this task was too great for one man's shoul- 
ders, so he suggested to Moses that though he might still 
be the teacher of the people and bring their causes " unto 
God, yet it would be wiser to appoint able and good men 
— men of truth and hating covetousness — who might act 
as rulers of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, or of tens, 
and who might judge the people. This advice Moses acted 
upon, and appointed rulers accordingly, the difficult ques- 
tions being still brought to him, and the easier matters 
being settled by these minor judges. Jethro then returned 
to his own land. When the Israelites had come to Mount 
Sinai, God called to Moses out of the mountain and told 
him to prepare the people, for that on the third day He 
would come down in the sight of them all. On the third 
day in the morning, there were thunders and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud on the mountain and the voice of the 
trumpet exceeding loud, so that ah the people trembled. 
39 
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The mountain smohed and quaked, and the people were 
forbidden to touch even the border of it on pain of death. 

Then God, amid the thuriders and lightnings, and noise 
of trumpets, and smoke and fire from out the mountain, 
gave the people the ten commandments, sa5mig: 

‘T am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

“ Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 

“ Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the wa<^er under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them : for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate Me; and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My 
commandments. 

“ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
His name in vain. 

“ Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
shalt thou labour and do all thy work. But the seventh day 
is the sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

" Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. 
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Moses the Lawgiver 

" Thou shalt not kill. 

" ITiou shalt not commit adultery. 

“Thou shalt not steal. 

“ Thoushalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

“ Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor 
his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything 
that is thy neighbour’s." 

And the people stood afar off, terrified, and cried unto 
Moses, “ Speak thou with us, and we will hear; but let not 
God speak wHh us lest we die." 

So Moses drew near and talked with God; and God told 
him to tell the Israelites that they must not worship gods 
of gold and silver, as the Egyptians had done, and that 
they were to bum sacrifices on altars of earth or of unhewn 
stone. Other commands did God also lay upon the people, 
\/hich are written in the Book of the Law. They were in all 
their dealings to consider other people’s rights. If a man', 
for example, were to dig a pit and forget to cover it, and an 
ox or ass were to fall into it, the owner of the pit must make 
it good. No stranger was to be vexed or oppressed, the 
people being called upon to remember that they them- 
selves had been strangers in the land of Egypt. The widow 
and the fatherless child were to be kindly treated. The first 
of the ripe fruits, the firstborn son, the first of the sheep 
and oxen, were to be given to God. Six days they were to 
work, and on the seventh rest; six years they were to till 
the ground and gather the fraits, but in the seventh the 
land was to rest, and the poor of the people were to gather 
theii fill, leaving the rest for the beasts of the field. Three 
times a year feasts were to t'; held — ♦he feast of the Pass- 
over the feast of the first fruits, and the feast of vine- 
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gathering. And God promised that He would send an 
angel to guide the Israelites into the Promised Land, a.ad 
that if they obeyed Him and refused to worship strange 
gods, their enemies should be driven out little by little be- 
fore them. 

Then Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord, and 
read them to the people. He built also an altar under the 



hill and twelve pillax's for the twelve tribes of Israel, and 
offered sacrifices on the altar, and sprinkled part of the 
blood of the sacrifice upon the people as a token that the 
Lord had made a covenant with them. 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy 
of the elders of the people, weni into the mountain to wor- 
ship afar off. For six days a cloud covered the mountain, 
and on the seventh day God called to Moses out ot the 
cloud. Then Moses w>.nt up the mountain into the midst of 
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the cloud, and he was in the mountain forty days and 
nights. During this time God told Moses that they must 
make a tabernacle, that is to say, a holy tent to worship 
God in; they could not build a permanent church or temple, 
as they were still wanderers. Each one was to bring an 
offering for this tabernacle, gold and silver and brass; blue 
and purple and scarlet and fine linen for the curtains and 
coverings; goats' hair and rams’ skins dyed red, and 
badgers’ skins for the covering of the roof; shittim wood, 
on5?x stones, oils and spices. They were to make an ark 
of shittim wr<od overlaid with gold, and with four rings of 
gold and four staves to put into the rings, so that the ark 
could be carried before the people. 

Above the ark was to be put a mercy seat of pure gold, 
at each end of which was to be placed a cherub of beaten 
gold. The faces of the cherubim were to look towards each 
other, and their wings were to stretch forth and cover the 
mercy seat. In the ark was to be placed the testimony o’f 
God to His people, and on the mercy seat from between 
the two cherubim God promised that He would commune 
with them. 

The table for the shew-bread, or sacred bread laid upon 
the altar, and all the vessels of the tabernacle were to be 
of pure gold. 

A veil, made of blue and purple and scarlet and fine 
twined linen, with cherubim embroidere'd upon it, was 
to be hung by golden hooks on four pillars of shittim wood 
overlaid with gold. The ark of testimony was to be brought 
within this veil, and the mercy seat to be placed upon it, 
the /eil dividing the " holy place ” from the," most holy.” 
Aaror ana his sons were to b e set apa*t as priests, and holy 



44 Stoiies from the Old Testament 

garments were to be made for them, one of which was called 
the ephod. 

Two onyx stones were to be taken, and on them were to 
be graven the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, six 
names on each. These two stones were to be put upon the 
shoulders of the ephod, so that Aaron might bear the 
names of the people on his shoulders before the Lord. The 
ephod and breastplate were to be of gold and blue and 
scarlet and purple and fine twined linen, and on the breast- 
plate were to be set four rows of precious stones — twelve 
stones in all — on each of which should be mgraven the 
name of a tribe. The robe of the priest was to be of blue, 
embroidered on the hem with pomegranates of blue and 
purple and scarlet, with bells of gold between them. 

On the forefront of the mitre was to be a plate of pure 
gold, on which was to be engraven, ” Holiness to the Lord.” 
On the altar of burnt offering a lamb was to be offered at 
mom and even. An altar of incense was also to be made 
of shittim wood overlaid with gold, with rings and staveg, 
and on this altar Aaron was to bum incense, when he 
lighted the lamps at even. A laver of brass was also to 
stand ready with water, so that Aaron and his sons might 
wash before approaching the altar. And all these were to 
be anointed and sanctified with holy anointing oil made of 
myrrh and cinnamon and olive oil and other spices. On 
Aaron and his sons also was the oil to be poured that 
they might be set apart for their work as priests. 

These "testimonies ” were written by God on two tables 
of stone, and given to Moses. 

Meanwhile the people at the foot of the mountain grew 
weary of waiting for *he retur.i of Moses, and they brought 
their golden ear-rings to Aaron and prevailed upon.him to 
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make them the. image of a calf in raolten gold so that they 
might worship it. They made a’so an altar and offered up 
burnt offerings aud said, "These be thy gods, O Israej, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.” 

When Moses came doOTi from the mountain with the 
two stone tablets in his hand, and saw the people dancing 
and singing round the golden calf, he was exceedingly 
angry, and threw the tablets out of his hand, breaking 
them into pieces at the foot of the mountain. Then he 
burnt’ the calf with fire and ground it to powder, and hav- 
ing strewn the powder on the water, made the Israelites 
drink of it. 

All those who had worshipped the calf he caused to be 
slain. The Lord also w£is very angry with the people, and 
refused at first to go with them to the land which He had 
promised. But with Moses the Lord spake face to face, as 
a man speaketh unto his friend, and talked with him. 
Then Moses hewed two more tables of stone and went up 
again into the mountain, and the Lord God, merciful and 
graciouo, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and 
truth, renewed the writing on the tables and His promises 
to the Israelites, warning Moses that in the lands through 
which they should pass they were to make no covenants 
with the people nor worship their gods, but only God the 
Lord. 

Moses was there on the mountain with Ahe Lord forty 
days and nights, and neither did eat bread nor drink water, 
and he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant 
and the ten commandments. When he came down from the 
moimtain, his face shone so brightly that he had to put a 
veil over it before speaking to the people. 

Then Moses delivered the commands of God to the 
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people, and they brought willing offerings foi the building 
of the tabernacle, gold and silver and precious stones and 
spices and oils. The women also spun fine linen of blue 
and purple and scarlet, and the woik of engraving, em- 
broidering, and all other work 'for the tabernacle was 
handed over to Bjzaleel of the tribe of Judah, and Aholiab 
of the tribe of Dan, who had been chosen by God for this 
service. So the tabernacle with its court, the ark and 
table and candlestick, and the altars of burnt offerhig and 
of incense, and the robes for the priests, were made and 
completed according as God had commanded Moses in the 
Mount. When the work was finished, the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle, and a cloud covered it. 
Throughout all the joiumeyings of the Israelites this cloud 
was over the tabernacle by day and fire was on it by 
night. The lifting of the cloud from the tabernacle was 
God’s message to them that they might proceed on their 
journey; if the cloud were not lifted, they journeyed not. 

The laws and ceremonies in connexion with the services 
of the tabernacle by the Levites are written in that book of 
the Bible named Leviticus, where we read also of the death 
of Nadab and Abihu, who were slain for offering strange 
fire upon the altar, and the appointment of Eleazar and 
Ithamar in their stead. In this book also we read again of 
the establishment of the " feasts of the Lord ” — the seventh 
day or Sabbatb, which was to be a day of rest — the feast 
of the Passover to be held on the fourteenth day of the 
first month at eventide, and lasting for seven days — the 
feast of Pentecost (the fiftieth day after), when the har- 
vest was completed, it being enjoined that the gleanings 
of the fields snould always be left for the poor. 

The feast of Tabeinacles was held when the fruiis were 



Moses the Lawgiver 47 

gathered in, and lasted for a week, from the fifteenth day of 
the seventh month, the Israelit'*s dwelling for the time in 
booths made of thick boughs and willows, to remind them 
of their wanderings in the wilderness. 

Every seventh year the land was to have a sabbath of 
rest, in which no fields were to be so'.vn nor vineyards 
pruned, and every fiftieth year was a year of jubilee, in 
which liberty was to be proclaimed to all the inhabitants. 
The tenth day of the seventh month was the day of the 
great fast — the Day of Atonement. 

While still at Sinai, the Lord commanded Moses and 
Aaron to nuiuber all in each tribe who were twenty years 
old and upwards and fit for war, and the number came to 
603,550. Only the tribe of Levi, the priests, were not 
numbered. They were to encamp round the tabernacle and 
administer its services, to set it up and take it down accord- 
ing to the movements of the people. For the rest, every man 
was to pitch his camp by his own standard with the ensign 
of his father’s house — on the east, towards the rising sun, 
the camp of Judah — next to him, Issachar and Zebulun 
On the south side was the camp of Reuben, with Simeon 
and Gad near by. 

In the centre was the tabernacle with the camp of the 
Levites. On the west, the camps of Ephraim, Manasseh 
and Benjamin, and on the north the camp of Dan, with 
Asher and Naphtali. 

God also told Moses to make two silver trumpets for 
calling the people together. At a blast from one trumpet 
only the heads of tribes were to assemble at the door of the 
tabernacle; but if each trumpet were blown, all the people 
were to come together. When an alarm was blown, the 
camps on the east were to mWe forward, followed, on the 



48 Stories from the Old Testament 

Second alarm, by those on the south. An alarm was also to 
be blown on going to wa’', while on days of gladness, or 
solemn days and beginnings of months, ihe trumpets were 
also to be blowoi. 

After these details had been arranged, the children of 
Israel journeyed cut of the wilderness of Sinai, the camp of 
Judah going first. 

At Hazeroth Miriam and Aaron quarrelled with Moses, 
for which Miriam was struck by leprosy, and only healed 
when Moses had begged the Lord to restore her to health. 
For seven days she was shut outside the camp, after which 
the tribes again moved forward. 

When they reached Paran, a search-party was sent out to 
view the land of Canaan, to see if the people were strong or 
weak, few or many, whether the land were good or bad, 
whether the inhabitants dwelt in tents or in cities and 
strongholds. 

The men brought back a great cluster of grapes, borne 
between two on a staff, and they also brought pomegra- 
nates and figs. They told Moses that it was a land flowing 
with milk and honey, but that the people were strong and 
dwelt in walled cities; that giants also dwelt there, in 
whose sight they were as grasshoppers. In the south were 
the Amalekites; in the mountains dwelt the Hittites, the 
Jebusites and the Amorites, while the Canaanites dwelt by 
the sea and by the coast of Jordan. The Israelites were so 
depressed by the news brought by the search-party that 
they declared that they would rather have remained in 
Egypt, and that God had only brought them out that they 
might fall by the sword. They begged for a captain who 
would lead them back into Eg5q)t. Then Joshua and 
Caleb, who had been amongst those who went to view the 
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land, spoke lo,the people and told)them thac they haa God 
on their side, so there was no reed to be afraid. But they 
were only the more enraged, and tried to stone the spea- 
kers. Then the Loid was angry with the people, and 
threatened to destroy them all, but Moses again pleaded 
for them, saying that the nations would think that God was 
not powerful enough to bring them into the promised land. 
Then God relented from His first anger, but declared that 
nonexf those who murmured should ever see the promised 
land, but that all who had been numbered, from twenty years 
old and upwards, except Joshua and Caleb, should perish 
in the wildeiness, and that their children should only in- 
herit the promised land after forty years' wandering in the 
wilderness — a year for every day spent in searching the 
land. The men also who brought the evil report of the land 
were to die by a plague. 

When the people heard these things, they determined 
to go into the hilltop and strive with the enemy, in spit^ 
of the warning of Moses that God was not with them. But 
the ark of the covenant went not with them, and they were 
beaten back by the Amalekites and Canaanites. 

There were other rebellions also — namely, that of Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram, who rebelled against the leadership of 
Moses, and declared that he had not lulfilled his promises 
to them. Against these men also the Lord sent forth His 
anger, causing the earth to open up and sv^allow them and 
all their belongings. 

At Kadesh Miriam died, and at that place also the people 
murmured because there was no water. Then Moses, at 
God's command, struck the rock, and water gushed out. 
But the Lord was angry because of the contiiiual murmur- 
ing of the people, and told 'Moses and Aaron that they 
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would not be permitted to lead the Israelites into the 
promised land. 

From Kadesh they journeyed to Mount Hor, the King of 
Edom having refused their request that they might be 
allowed to pass through his territory. In Mount Hor Aaron 
died, and his place was taken by Eleazar, his son. At 
Hormah there was a great victory over the Canaanites, but 
on the journey from Mount Hor by way of the Red Sea, 
the people again murmured because there was no water. 
Their punishment was again a heavy one, for fiery ser- 
pents were sent amongst them which did them grievous 
harm. Then Moses prayed to God for them, and he was 
told to make a serpent of brass and set it on a pole, and 
that all who looked upon it should live. Onward then they 
journeyed, defeating Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, 
the king of Bashan, and taking their lands and cities, thus 
possessing the whole country east of Jordan. They then 
pitched their camp in Moab, on this side Jordan, by 
Jericho. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE LAST YEARS OF MOSES 

N OW B ALAK was king of the Moabites at that time- 
and when he saw that the Israelites were carry, 
ing all before them, he was afraid, and he joined 
with the Midianites in sending a message to Balaam the 
prophet, asking him to come and curse the Israelites, so 
that they might be defeated by the Moabites. 

So the messenger came to Balaam, but God forbade him 
to go back with them, and to curse the people. 

Again Balak sent a message to Balaam, promising hini 
great honour if he would come. But Balaam answered, 
" If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, 
I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God to do less 
or more." On again inquiring of the Lord, Balaam was told 
to go back with the messengers, but only to say the words 
which were given to him to say. So Balaam rose up in 
the morning and saddled his ass, and went with the 
princes of Moab. But as he was riding with his two 
servants, the angel of the Lord stood in his way with 
a drawn sword in his hand, and the ass saw the angel 
and turned aside. Then Balaam smote the ass, but she 
again turned aside, crushing Balaam’s foot against a 
wall. Again Balaam smote jher, bu+ the angel stood in 
a narrow way, where there was no room to pass, and the 
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ass'fell down under Balaam, and still again he smote herwith 
his staff. Then the Lord caused the ass to speak and to 
chide Balaam for smiting her, and the prophet's eyes were 
opened, so that he saw the angel of the Lord in the way. 
Then Balaam said, I knew not that thou stoodest in the 
way against me; now therefore if it displease thee I will get 
me back again." But the angel said, "Go with the men, but 
only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that shalt thou 
speak." 

When Balaam came to Balak, the king asked him why 
he had not come at first, and Balaam told him that he had 
no power to say anything of himself and could only speak 
the words that God put in his mouth. Then Balak took 
Balaam up into the high places of Baal, so that he could see 
the utmost part of the people. And they built seven altars 
and offered sacrifices, and Balaam, having inquired of 
God, spake the following words: " Balak the king of Moab 
hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of the 
east, saying, ' Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy me 
Israel.' How shall I curse whom God hath not cursed? or 
how shall I defy whom the Lord hath not defied? For from 
the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold 
him; lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be 
reckoned among the nations. Who can count the dust of 
Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel? Let me 
die the death ot the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his." 

Then Balak said, " What hast thou done unto me? I 
took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast 
blessed them altogether." But Balaam again answered that 
he could only speak as God commanded him. Then Balak 
took him to another place from whence he could see only 
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part of the people, and again they raised altars and made 
sacnfices. Again Balaam inquired of the Lord, and when 
Balak asked, " What hath the Lord spoken? ” he 
swered, " God is not a man that He should lie; neither the 
son of man that he should repent ; hath He said and shall 
He not do it? or hath He spoken and shall He not make it 
good? Behold, I have received commandment to bless; and 
He hath blessed and I cannot reverse it.” 

Then Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, and built 
seven altars there and offered sacrifice. And Balaam lifted 
up his eyes and saw Israel abiding in his tents, and the 
Spirit of God came upon him, and he cried, “ How goodly 
are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel! As 
the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river’s 
side, as the trees of lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, 
and as cedar trees beside the waters. He shall pour the 
\/ater out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many 
waters, and his King shall be higher than Agag, and his 
kingdom shall be exalted. God brought him forth out of 
Egypt; he hath, as it were, the strength of an unicorn; he 
shall eat up the nations, his enemies, and shall break their 
bones and pierce them through with his arrows. He 
couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a gieat lion; who 
shall stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and 
cursed is he that curseth thee.” 

Then Balak was angry with the prophet because he had 
three times blessed the people, but Balaam reminded him 
that he had not wished to come, and that he had told the 
messengers that he could speak only what God wished 
him to speak. Then he told Balak what would happen in 
the future: “There shall ccxne a sta' out of Jacob, and a 
sceptre shall rise out c^ Israel, and shall smi*e the comers 
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of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth. And Edom 
shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession ^r 
his enemies, and Israel shall do valiantly. Out of Jacob 
shall come he that shall have dominion, and shall destroy 
'him that remaineth of the city." 

After this Balaam returned to his home. These things 
happened at Shittim, and while the Israelites remained 
there, many of them began to worship Baal and the false 
gods of the Moabites. For this God sent a grievous plague 
amongst them, which was only stopped by the zeal of 
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar. 

In the plains of Moab also the people were numbered. 
And the sum of the people from twenty years old and up- 
wards was found to be 601,730, amongst whom the Pro- 
mised Land was to be divided by lot. The families of the 
Levites were numbered separately, as they were set apart 
for the service of the tabernacle, and had no inheritance, 
but only cities to dwell in. But amongst those numbered 
was not one who had been numbered at Sinai, except 
Caleb and Joshua. All the rest had perished in the wilder- 
ness. 

Then the Israelites warred against the Midianites and 
utterly overcitme them, and took great spoil and booty. 

Now the tribes of Reuben and Gad had a great number of 
cattle, and they begged Moses to let them stay on this side 
of Jordan in the land of Gilead, and not to go over Jordan 
with the others. But Moses was angry with them, and re- 
minded them how all those who came out from Eg)^t had 
perished in the long wandering in the wilderness, and that 
a similar fate might befall them if they refused +0 go 
over. A compromise was, however, made, the tribes of 
Reuben and Gad promising that i^ they were allowed to 
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build folds for their cattle, and cities for their wives and 
children on this side of Jordan, the men would go over 
the river and fight with the others. So Moses gave to tb^ 
tribes of Reuben and Gad and to half the tribe of Manas- 
seh the land that had belonged to Sihon and Og, the 
kings of the Amorites and of Bashan. God* then com- 
manded that they should go over the river Jordan and 
conquer the inhabitants of the country, and take it for 
themselves, and that forty-eight cities should be given to 
the Levites to dwell in. Six of these cities were to be cities 
of refuge, to which the man-slayer who had killed anyone 
unintentionally might flee. The cities were to be provided 
by the tribes, those who had many possessions giving more, 
and those who had few giving less. 

Three cities of refuge were to be on the east side of J ordan, 
namely, Bezer, in the country of the Reubenites; Ramoth 
Li Gilead of the Gadites; and Golan, of theManassites; and 
three in the land of Canaan; and they were to be not only 
fpr the children of Israel, but for the stranger and sojourner 
amongst them. 

And now came the time that Moses should die, for God 
had said that neither should he enter the Promised Land. 
God told him also that he should appoint Joshua, the son 
of Nun, as his successor. 

But as most of the people had been bom in the wilder- 
ness, and did not fully know the events connected with 
the giving of the law, Moses drew them all together and 
recomited to them what had happened during the forty 
years since they had left Egypt. 

Ho told them that the Lord had been angry with him 
for their sakes, and that though hr had prayed that he 
might go mto the gcod land that lay bf^ond Jordan, 
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his request had been refused, and he was only to be 
allowed to gaze on the land from the top of Mount Pisgah. 

He told them how blessed they were among all nations, 
having God so nigh to them. " Only,'" said he, " take heed 
lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and 
lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: 
but teach them to thy sons, and thy sons' sons." Moses 
warned the people that if they forgot God, and worshipped 
other gods, God would destroy them and they should be 
scattered among the nations. But even then if they sought 
the Lord again, with all their heart and soul, they should 
surely find Him, for God was a merciful God. 

Moses told them of the great wonders that God had 
done for them, how they had heard the Almighty speaking 
to them out of heaven and out of the fire, and that they 
must keep His commandments for ever. He reminded 
them how the Lord had talked to him in Mount Horeb 
out of the midst of the fire, and had delivered to him the 
commandments, which they were to teach diligently to 
their children, and were not to forget when they dwelt in 
Canaan. ‘‘ For the Lord thy God will bring thee into a good 
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and 
barley and vines, and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of 
oil, olive and honey; a land wherein thou shalt eat bread 
without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything in it; a 
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou 
mayest dig brass." Not for their goodness would God give 
them this land, but because of the wickedness of the 
nations who now possessed it, and whom He would destroy. 

Moses also reminded them now he had found them wor- 
shipping the ^golden calf when he came down from the 
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mountain, with the two tables of stone in his hands on which 
were written the commandments, and how in his anger he 
had cast the tables from his hands and broken them ; ahcl 
how, after another forty days and nights in the mountain,^ 
the tables of stone were renewed and God wrote upon them 
the ten commandments, according to the first writing. 

" The land,” said he, “ is not as the land of Egypt 
from whence ye came out, but it is a land of hills and 
valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven; a 
land which the Lord thy God careth for; the eyes of 
the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the begin- 
ning of the year even unto the end of the year. Every 
place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be 
yours; from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, 
the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall 
your coast be.” 

Moses again told the people of the different feasts which 
they were to hold, and recalled to their minds all the laws 
that had been given for their guidance when they should 
settle in the land of Canaan, telling them that ■after they 
had passed over Jordan they were to set up great stones, 
and plaster them with plaster, and write the words of the 
law upon them. These stones were to be set up on Mount 
Ebal, where an altar of whole stones, on which no tool was 
used, should be built. If they obeyed the^commandments 
of God, they would be blessed in all they did, but if they 
disobeyed, great calamities would follow. “I have set before 
thee this day life and good and death and evil,” he con- 
cluded. 

Then Moses called Joshua, and told him to be strong and 
courageous, and that the Lord would be with him, and 
would not forsake him. 
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He then gave the Laws to the Levites to keep, and com- 
manded that they should be read to the assembled people at 
the end of every seven years, and when he had so done he 
spake unto the people in a psalm, setting forth God’s 
dealings with His people, and His vengeance on the dis- 
obedient. 

" He is the Rock, His work is perfect, a God of truth, 
just and right is He. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, flut- 
tereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord above did 
lead him. O that they were wise that they world consider.” 

His last words of blessing were a reminder of the favoured 
position of the children of Israel as the chosen of the Lord : 
" The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms. Happy art thou, O Israel; who is like 
unto thee, O people, saved by the Lord, the shield of thy 
help, and the sword of thy excellency! ” * 

After this solemn and final leave-taking Moses went up 
unto the moimtain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, and the 
Lord shewed him all the land which He had promised to 
Abraham, to Isaac and Jacob. And there in the mountain 
Moses, the servant of the Lord, died, and was buried in a 
valley in the land of Moab, but no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day. He was one hundred-and-twenty 
years old when he died, yet his eyes were not dim, nor his 
strength in any way diminished. 

And the children of Israel mourned for their great leader 
thirty days. 

By Nebo’s lonely mountain. 

On this side Jordan’s wave. 

In a vale in the land of Moab, 

There lies a lonely grrve; 
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And no man knows lhat sepuldire, 

And no man saw it e’er; 

For the angels of God upturned the sod. 

And laid the dead man there. 

That was ^he grandest funeral 
That ever passed on earth; 

But no man heard the trampling. 

Or saw the train go forth — 

Noiselessly as the daylight 
Comes back when night is done. 

And the crimson streak on ocean’s cheek 
Grows into the great sun; 

Noiselessly as the springtime 
Her crown of verdure weaves. 

And all the trees on all the hills 
Open their thousand leaves; 

So without sound of music, 

Or voice of them that wept, 

Silently down from the mountain’s crown 
The great procession swept. 

And had he not high honour — 

The hill-side for a pall, — 

To lie in state, while angels wait, 

With stars for tapers tall; 

And the dark rock-pines, like tossing plumes, 
Over his bier to wave; 

And God’s own hand, in that lonely land. 

To lay him in the grave? 

Mr$ C. F. Alexander 



CHAPTER VIII 
THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 

T he leadership now passed to Joshua, the son of 
Nun. He it was who was to lead the Israelites into 
the Promised Land to possess it, and whom God 
had commanded to be strong and courageous, and to re- 
member that the Lord thy God is with thee whitherso- 
ever thou goest."' 

When the period of mourning for Moses had ended 
Joshua commanded the people to be ready to pass over 
the river Jordan, and he sent two spies secretly to view 
the land. Now these spies came to the house of Pahab 
in Jericho, and lodged there. But the King of J ericho heard 
that they were there, and sent to Rahab, demanding that 
she should give them up. Then Rahab hid the spies on the 
roof of the house amongst the stalks of flax that were there, 
and when the king's men came she told them that the 
spies had been there, but had departed, and that if they 
followed very quickly after they might overtake them. 
When the king's messengers had gone, she let the spies 
down over the wall by a cord through the window, 
and they escaped into the mountain, and stayed there 
three days, until the pursuers had returned. But before 
leaving Rahab's house they promised that for her kind- 
ness they would save her and all her family v’hen they 
came to take the city. She was to hang in the window 
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the scarlet cord by which she hau let the men down, and 
the> promised that to all within her house no harm should 
come. 

So the two spies returned to Joshua and told him all that 
had happened to them, and that the inhabitants of the 
land of Jericho were terrified because of the Israelites. 

Then Joshua assembled all the people by the river 
Jordan, the priests bearing the Ark of the Covenant going 
before. And as soon as the feet of the priests touched the 
waters, God caused the waters to divide, and all the people 
went over on dry land. When they had all passed over, 
twelve men were chosen — one from every tribe — and 
these men took twelve stones out of the river and carried 
them to the place where they were to lodge at Gilgal, and 
set them up there in remembrance of the dividing of the 
waters. Joshua also set up twelve stones in the middle of 
♦he river, in the place where the priests had stood while 
waiting for the people to pass, for the priests were the 
last to come up from the bed of the river. In all there 
passed over 40,000 people ready armed for battle, after 
which the waters of Jordan returned to their place. 

When the Israelites came thus into the land of the 
Canaanites, they rested for some days at Gdgal, and kept 
the passover. The manna with which they had hitherto 
been miraculously fed now ceased, for they had come into 
a land of plenty. At this time also an aflgel appeared to 
Joshua with a drawn sword in his hand, and when Joshua 
asked him if he were on his side or on the side of their 
adversaries, he answered, “As captain of the host of the 
Lord am I come.” 

The siege and capture of Jericho now followed, Joshua 
being instructed' to surround the city, and for six days to 
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march once round about it each day. On the seventh day 
they went round the city seVen times, and seven-priests bear- 
in,i the Ark, and having seveh trumpets of rams’ horns , went 
with them. The people remained silent until at the sound 
of a blast from the trumpets they gave a great shout, 
whereupon the walls of the city fell down flat. They burnt 
the city and all that was in it, save only the household of 
Rahab, and the silver and gold and vessels of brass and 
iron, which were put into the treasury of the Lord. 

This event, and the taking of Ai which followed, struck 
terror into the hearts of the kings of the land, and they 
made a league together to fight with Joshua. The inhabi- 
tants of Gibeon, however, craftily tried to make a league 
with J oshua. They took old sacks and old wine-bottles upon 
their asses, and put old shoes on their feet and girded them- 
selves with old garments. All their provisions also were 
dry and mouldy, and they came to the camp at Gilgal, 
pretending that they had journeyed a long distance out 
of a far country, having heard of his fame, and being 
anxious to make a covenant with him. They told him that 
the bread had been hot out of their ovens when they 
started, and the wine bottles new, and that it was by 
reason of the very long journey that their garments and 
shoes had become worn and rent. Then Joshua made a 
league with them, forgetting first to ask the counsel of 
the Lord. 

No sooner had this been done than he heard that 
these Gibeonites were near neighbours, that their cities 
in fact could be reached in three days, and that they had 
altogether deceived him. He could not, however, go back 
from his compact wi^h them, so he spared theii' cities and 
their lives, but he caused them to be hewers of wqpd and 
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drawers of water for the house of God and to be bondmen 
for ever. 

Now when the hve kings of the Amorites heard that <iie 
Gibeonites had made peace with Joshua, they at once madd 
war on Gibeon. But the Gibeonites called upon Joshua tc 
help them, and. he marched out with his army from Gilgal, 
and routed the five kings and their hosts. As they were 
fleeing before him, a great hail-storm fell from heaven upon 
them, and more were killed by the hailstones than were 
killed by the sword. The Lord also, at the request of J oshua, 
caused the sun and the moon to stand still until the rout 
of the enemy was complete, after which Joshua and his 
men returned to the camp at Gilgal. 

But the five kings hid in a cave, and Joshua caused 
great stones to be rolled to its mouth. Then, when the 
people had returned from pursuing the enemy, they slew 
the five kings and hanged them on five trees. Many other 
kings also did Joshua defeat, and utterly destroyed theic 
cities, for the Lord was fighting for Israel. In all, thirty- 
three kings had now been conquered, two of whom had 
been defeated by Moses, and thirty-one by Joshua. Their 
lands were divided among the nine and a half tribes, for 
Moses had already given an inheritance to Reuben and 
Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh on the other side of 
Jordan. No inheritance was given to the Levites, except 
cities to dwell in. To Caleb was given Hebron for an inheri- 
tance, as it had been promised to him by Moses. 

After the distribution of the land amongst the tribes, the 
whole congregation assembled at Shiloh and set up the 
tabernacle there. The remainder of the land which was 
still unconnuered was now divided by lot, and to Joshua 
wa3 given the city of Timnath-Serah in Moimt Ephraim. 
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The six cities of refuge were also set apart, as had been 
commanded by Moses — Kedesh in Galilee, Shechem in 
Mount Ephraim, and Kirath-Arba, or Hebron, in the 
mountain of Judah. On the other side of the river were — 
Bezer, out of the tribe of Reuber ; Ramoth in Gilead, out 
of the tribe of Gad ; and Golan in Bashan, out of the tribe of 
Manasseh. To the Levites also were given forty-eight cities. 
And when the Lord had given to the Israelites all the land 
that He had promised them,He gave them rest round about, 
and the two and a half tribes were allowed to return to the 
possessions that were given to them by Moses on the other 
side of Jordan. 

In time, when Joshua had become old, he assembled the 
children of Israel together at Shechem, and reminded them 
of all that the Lord had done (or them, and exhorted them 
to follow Him. The people promised to observe his com- 
mands, saying, ** The Lord our God will we serve, and His 
'wce will we obey.'" Then Joshua set up a stone as witnels 
of their promise, and shortly after he died, being one hun- 
dred and ten years old, and they buried him in Timnath- 
Serah. The Israelites also buried in Shechem the bones 
of Joseph, which they had brought with them from 
Egypt. 

Now when that generation had passed away, tliere arose 
a new generation who knew not the Lord or His wonder- 
ful works for His people, and the Israehtes forsook the 
Lord God of their father's and followed the gods of the 
people who were round about them. Therefore God gave 
them into the hands of their enemies, even of those kings 
left unconquered by Joshua, and wherever they went the 
hand of the Lord was against them. 

For some time the Israelites were subject to the King of 
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Mesopotamia, from whom they were delivered by Othniel. 
Again for eighteen years they served the King of Moab, 
but the Lord raised them up a deliverer named Ehud, who 
slew Eglon king of Moab, and subdued his people. After 
him, Shamgar also delivered Israel from the hands of the 
Philistines. 

Again the Israelites were overcome by J abin, who reigned 
in Hazor. The captain of Jabin's host was Sisera, who had 
nine hundred chariots of iron. He oppressed the children of 
Israel for twenty years. At this time lived Deborah, a wise 
woman and prophetess, who dwelt under a palm tree in 
Mount Ephraim. When the Israelites came for her advice, 
she sent for Barak, who lived at Kedesh-Napthali, and told 
him to take ten thousand men of Napthali and Zebulun, and 
march to Mount Tabor. Deborah promised that she would 
get Sisera to come to the river Kishon, and that Barak 
should overcome him. So Barak did as Deborah told him, 
and Deborah went with him to Tabor, where they utterly 
put to rout Sisera and all his host. Sisera himself fled away 
to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there 
was peace between Jabin king of Hazor and the house of 
Heber the Kenite. When Jael saw Sisera coming, she went 
to meet him, brought him into the tent, and covered him 
with a blanket, and gave him milk to drink. Sisera told her 
to stand in the door of the tent, and, if anyone came asking 
for him, to say he was not there. But when Sisera fell fast 
asleep, being wearied, Jael took a tent nail and a hammer 
and drove the nail into his temples, fastening him to the 
ground, so that he died. 

Bamk, meantime, pursued fast after Sisera, ^d J ael went 
out to meet him, and, bringing him into the tent, she showed 
hin^ Sisera lying dead with the nail in his temples. So, by 

5 
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the hand of a won*an did God rid the Israelites of the 
tyranny of Jabin king of Eazor. 

Then Deborah and Barak sang a song of victory: 

Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when 
the people willingly offered themselves. 

Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will 
sing unto the Lord ; I will sing praise to the Lord 
God of Israel. 

Lord, when Thou wentest out of Seir, when Thou 
marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth trem- 
bled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also 
dropped water. 

The mountains melted from before the Lord, even 
that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel. 

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days 
of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, and the 
travellers walked through by-ways. 

The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in 
Israel, until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a 
mother in Israel. 

They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: was 
there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand 
in Israel? 

My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that 
offered themselves willingly among the people. 

Bless ye the Lord. 

Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judge- 
ment, and walk by the way. 

They that are delivered from the noise of archers in the 
places of drawing water, there shall they rehearse 
the righteous acts of the Lord, even the righteous 
acts toward the inhabitants of his villages in Israel : 
then shall the people of the Lord go down to the 
gates. 

Awake, awake, Deborah; awake, awake; utter a song: 
arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou 
son of Abinoau.r 

Then he made him that remaineth have dominion over 
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tlie nobles among the peopL: the Lord made me 
have dominion over the mighty. 

Out of Ephraim was there a root of them against 
Amalek; after thee, Benjamin, among thy people: 
out of Machir came down governors, and out of 
Zebulun they that handle the pen of the writer. 

And the piinces of Issachar were with Deborah; even 
Issachar, and also Barak: he was sent on foot into 
the valley. For the divisions of Reuben there were 
great thoughts of heart. 

Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the 
bleatings of the flocks? For the divisions of Reuben 
there were great searchings of heart. 

Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why did Dan re- 
main in ships? Asher continued on the sea-shore, 
and abode in his breaches. 

Zebulun and Napthali were a people that jeoparded 
their lives unto the death in the high places of the 
field. 

The kings came and fought, then fought the kings of 
Canaan in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo; they 
took no gain of money. 

They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses 
fought against Sisera. 

The river of Kishon swept them away, that ancient 
river, the river Kishon. O my soul, thou hast trod- 
den down strength. 

Then were the horse-hoofs broken by the means of the 
prancings, the prancings of their mighty ones. 

Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye 
bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; because they came 
not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. 

Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the 
Kenite be; blessed shall she be above women in the 
tent. 

He asked water, and she gave him milk; she brought 
forth butter in a lordly dish. ‘ 

£he put her hand to the nail, and he. right hand to the 
workman’s hammer; and with the hammer she 
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smote Sisera, she suiote off his head, when she had 
pierced and stricken through his temples. 

At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down : at her feet 
he bowed, he fell: where he bowed, there he fell 
down dead. 

The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and 
cried through the lattice. Why is his chaiiot so long 
in coming? why tarry the wheels of his chariots? 

Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she returned 
answer to herself. 

Have they not sped? have they not divided the prey; 
to every man a damsel or two; to Sisera a prey of 
divers colours, a prey of divers colours of needle- 
work, of divers colours of needlework on both sides, 
meet for the necks of them that take the spoil? 

So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord: but let them 
that love Him be as the sun when he goeth forth in 
his might. 

After this victory the land had rest for forty years; but 
the children of Israel again did evil, and were delivered into 
the hand of the Midianites, who so oppressed them that 
they were forced to live in dens and caves among the 
mountains. The Midianites were so great in number that 
they came up like grasshoppers, destroying all the com and 
cattle of the Israelites, and utterly ruining them. 

Now there was a man named Gideon who threshed 
wheat, and tried to hide it from the Midianites. And an 
angel appeared to him and told him that he must be the 
deliverer of the people. But Gideon answered that he came 
of a poor family and was himself a very poor man, and he 
asked for a sign to show that the things were true whereof 
the angel spoke. Then the angel caused the flesh and un- 
leavened cakes which Gideon brought to him to be con- 
sumed by fire. After this God talked with Gideon in the 
night, and told him to go and throw down the altar which 
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his father had set up to Baal, and, to cut down the trees of 
the grove v^herein this altar stood, making with the wood 
an altar to the Lord, and burning on it a sacrifice. So 
Gideon took ten men with him and went by night, and did 
as God had told him. 

When the men of the city learned what had been done, 
they were very angry, and urged Gideon’s father to kill 
him. 

But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he 
blew a trumpet and called an army together. Then he 
asked God to shew him again a sign that he had been 
chosen to deliver Israel. 

" Behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the floor; and if 
the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the 
earth beside, then shall I know that Thou wilt save Israel 
by mine hand, as Thou hast said.” In the morning, when 
Gideon rose up, he was able to wring a bowl of water out of 
the fleece. Again he asked that the fleece might be dry and 
the dew all round upon the ground, and this also the Lord 
did. Then Gideon arose with a great army of 32,000 men 
and went out to meet the Midianites. But God told him 
that these were too many, and that the Israelites would 
boast and say that it was by their o^vn might that they 
were able to overcome the Midianites. So all that were 
fearful or afraid were commanded to return, whereupon 
22,000 went back, leaving Gideon with 10,000 men. 
Again God said that the people were too many, and that 
Gideon was to take them down to the water and to watch 
while they were drinking, and see which lapped the water 
with their tongue like a dog, and which bowed down on their 
knees to drink. There were three hundred that lapped the 
water and God said that with these Gideon should overcome 
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the Midianites, and that the remainder might return home. 
Then Gideon was told that if he still feared, he might 
^■ake his servant, and go down outside the camp of the 
Midianites and hear what they were saying. Now the Mi- 
dianites and the Amalekites were like grasshoppers in the 
valley, with camels as many as the sand on the seashore. 
So Gideon came to the camp, and he overheard a man 
telling a dream to his companion. He had dreamt that a 
cake of barley bread had tumbled into the camp of Midian 
and had overturned a tent. His companions said that by 
the barley bread Gideon was meant, and that God would 
deliver the Midianites into his hand. 

So Gideon, who now felt sure that God was with him, 
returned to the Israelites, and divided his men into three 
companies. To each man he gave a trumpet with an empty 
pitcher, and a lamp within the pitcher for secrecy, and he 
told them that when they came to the outside of the Midia- 
nite camp they were to listen for the blast of his trumpet, 
and were to blow their trumpets all together and cry, “ The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon.'' 

So Gideon took one hundred men with him, and came 
outside the camp, and they blew the trumpets and broke 
the pitchers in theii hands. And the others did likewise, 
holding the lamps in their left hands and the trumpets 
in their right, and crying out, The sword of the Lord and 
of Gideon." 

And the Lord made a great fear to fall upon the Midia- 
nites, and in the commotion every man's sword was against 
liis fellow, and they fled, the Israelites pursuing. 

Gideon sent messengers to the Ephraimites to -ome 
and help in the pursuit, ana the Ephraimites slew two 
princes of the Midianites, and brought their heads to 
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Gideon. So Gideon went on triumphantly, avenging himself 
on those who refused food to his men, and killing the two 
kings of the Midianites. And the Israelites asked that he 
and his descendants should rule over them, but he refused, 
and asked from them instead their golden ear-rings. These 
they willingly gave to the weight of i,>oo shekels of gold, 
and with these and the collars and ornaments and purple 
raiment of the Midianitish kings, and the chains that were 
round the necks of their camels, he made an ephod and 
put it in Ophrah, his city. Then the country had forty years 
of quiet in the days of Gideon, and Gideon dwelt at peace 
until his death at a good old age. But as soon as he was 
dead, the Israelites again went astray, and made Baal- 
berith their god. 

Now Gideon had very many sons, but one of them, Abi- 
melech, slew all his brothers except Jotham, the youngest, 
who had hidden himself. He then caused himself to be made 
king over the men of Shechem. And when they told it to 
Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, 
and lifted up his voice and cried, and said unto them, 
" Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may 
hearken unto you. The trees went forth on a time to 
anoint a king over them; and they. said unto the olive 
tree, ‘ Reign thou over us.' But the olive tree said unto 
them, ‘ Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they 
honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the 
trees?’ And the trees said to the fig tree, *Come thou, and 
reign over us.' But the fig tree said unto them, ' Should I 
forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be 
promoted over the trees?' Then said the trees unto the vine, 
'Come then, and reign over us.' And the vine said unto them, 
‘Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and 
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go to be promoted over the trees?' Then saia all the trees 
unto the bramble, * Come thou, and reign over us.' And the 
bramble said unto the trees, ‘ If in truth ye anoint me king 
over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow: 
and if not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the 
cedars of Lebanon.' " 

Jotham then went on to apply this parable to the men of 
Shechem, saying, If ye have dealt truly and sincerely 
with Gideon and with his house this day, then rejoice ye 
in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you. But if not, 
let fire come out from Abimelech and devour the men of 
Shechem and the house of Millo; and let fire come out from 
the men of Shechem and from the house of Millo, and 
devour Abimelech." 

And this indeed happened, for after Abimelech had 
reigned for three years, the men of Shechem turned against 
him, and Gaal, the son of Ebed, fought against him. But 
Abimelech overcame him, and beat down the city and 
sowed it with salt. He also set fire to the tower where the 
men of Shechem had gathered together, and then went on 
and took the city of Thebez. But there was a strong tower 
within this city, to which all the men and women had gone, 
and while Abimelech was about to set fire to this tower a 
woman threw a millstone upon his head. And he cried to his 
armour-bearer, " Draw thy sword, and slay me, that men 
say not of me- A woman slew him.' " So his annour- 
bearer killed him, and thus God avenged his cruelty in 
slaying the sons of Gideon. 

After Abimelech, Puah was judge in Israel; also Jair, a 
Gileadite, who had thirty sons. After J air’s death, the Israel- 
ites served strange gods, and forgot the Lord who had done 
so much for them. So God sold them into the hands of the 
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Philistines and Ammonites, who oppressed them. Then the 
Israelites asked Jephthah the Gileadite to be their head, 
and to fight for them agains* the Ammonites. Jephthah 
vowed a vow unto the Lord that if He would deliver the 
Ammonites into his hands, he would give as a burnt offering 
whatsoever should come forth out of the doors of his house 
to meet him on his return. The Ammonites were overcome, 
and Jephthah returned to his home at Mizpah. And his 
daughter, his only child, came out to meet him with tim- 
brels and dances, rejoicing at the return of her father. Then 
Jephthah was dismayed and rent his clothes, remembering 
the promise ne had made. But when he told her, the brave 
girl said that he must keep his word, seeing that God had 
delivered the Ammonites to him. But she begged him to 
give her two months to go into the mountains and weep 
with her companions. This she did, and, on her return, her 
father fulfilled his vow, and caused his daughter to be 
slain. And every year, for four days, the daughters of 
Israel lamented for the daughter of Jephthah. 

Jephthah judged Israel for six years, and after him were 
other judges. But the Israelites still did evil, and the Lord 
delivered them into the hands of the Philistines for forty 
years. 

Now in due time there was a certain man named Manoah, 
to whose wife an angel appeared twice, telling her that she 
should have a son, and that before his birth she must drink 
neither wine nor strong drink. He told her also that when 
her son was born no razor must come on his head. Then 
Manoah and his wife offered a burnt offering to the Lord, 
and in due time Samson, their son, was born. 

When Samson had grown up, he loved a daughter of the 
Philistines, and wanted to make her his wife. So he and his 
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father and mother v'ent down to Timnath, where she lived. 
On the way, a young lior came out and roared at him, 
ard the Spirit of the Lord cr.me mightily upon him, and he 
tore the lion with his hands, as if it had been a young kid. 
■Returning later, by the same road, he found in the carcase 
of the lion a swarm of bees and honey, and he ate the 
honey and gave some to his father and mother. Then they 
went down to make a feast for the bride, and thirty young 
men came to keep Samson company, as was the custom of 
that country. And Samson asked the young men this rid- 
dle, ‘‘Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness." He said that if they could find out 
the meaning of this saying within the seven days of the feast, 
he would give them thirty shirts and thirty changes of 
raiment, but if they did not succeed they should give 
to him the things named. The days went on, but the 
young men could not read the riddle, and they went to 
Samson’s wife and tried to get her to find out the answer 
from her husband. So she begged him with many tears to 
tell her the meaning, and at last Samson consented. She 
then went and disclosed it to the young men, and when the 
seventh day came they were able to give the answer, 
" What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a 
lion? ” Then Samson knew that his wife had disclosed the 
secret, and he was angry, and vent down to Ashkelon 
and killed thirty men, and gave their garments to the 
young men who had explained the riddle. For this the 
Philistines took his wife from him, whereupon Samson 
was very angry, and caught three hundred foxes and tied 
them two and two together by the tail, and put firebrands 
between their tails, and sent them in among the com of the 
Philistines, burning it up, and burning also the vine- 
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yards and olives. The Philistin^ retaliated by putting 
h’s wife and her father to death, for which many of 
them were slain by Samson. Then three thousand men 
of Judah went against Samson and bound him with 
two new cords to bring him captive to the Philis^ 
tines, but he burst the cords as if they had been flax 
burnt with fire, and slew numbers of the Philistines with 
the jawbone of an ass, his only weapon. After this feat he 
was sore athirst, and when he called to God for water, God 
made water come out of the jawbone, so that his thirst was 
quenched. 

Samson judged Israel for twenty years of the time 
that they were subject to the Philistines. When his 
enemies tried to take him while he was in the city of Gaza, 
he arose in the night and carried away the gates of the 
city on his shoulders to the top of a hill. 

Now Samson came to love a woman whose name was 
Delikh, and the Philistines bribed her with eleven 
hundred pieces of silver to find out where Samson's 
great strength lay. So she asked Samson to tell her, 
and Samson said that if she bound him with seven 
green withs that were never dried he would be as weak as 
other men. Then the lords of the Philistines brought her 
the seven green withs, and she bound Samson with them. 
There were men lying in wait to see the result of their 
stratagem, but when Delilah cried, Tlie Philistines be 
upon thee, Samson," he broke the withs as a thread of tow 
is broken when the fire touches it. Again Delilah asked him 
where his strength lay, and this time he told her to bind 
him fast with new ropes, but these also be broke like a 
thread. Another time he told her to weave the seven locks 
of his head into a wrb, and this she did. fastening it to 
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a part of the beam above his head when he was asleep. 
But when he arose he carried away the web and the 
portion of the beam to which it was attached. 

Then DeUlah pressed him to tell her the truth, saying 
•that he did not love her, and that he had only mocked her, 
and Samson, vexed to death by her daily chiding, told her 
that no razor had come upon his head from the day of his 
birth, and that if he were shaven, his strength would go 
from him. Then, when Samson slept, Delilah caused his 
head to be shaven, and she sent for the Philistines, and 
they took him and put out his eyes and bound him with 
fetters of brass, and cast him into prison, and offered a 
great sacrifice of rejoicing to Dagon their god. When they 
were making merry, they sent for Samson to make sport 
for them, but his hair had begun to grow again, and he 
asked the lad who led him to let him feel the pillars on 
which the house rested, so that he might lean on them. 
Now the house was quite full of men and women, all the 
lords of the Philistines being there, and great numbers of 
people on the roof. And Samson asked God to strengthen 
him so that he might take vengeance on those who had 
done him such harm, and he took hold of the two middle 
pillars with his hands, and bowed himself with all his might 
so that the house fell and all the people were killed. Samson 
also died with them, and was laiu in the bur)nng place of 
Manoah his father. 

After the death of Samson every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes, that is to say, the whole country was 
in confusion for want of a proper leader. 

Another story of the time when the judge.<i ruled in 
Israel has attracted young and old throughout the genera- 
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tions. It is a very beautiful and human story, and the inci- 
d'ints probably happened during the judgeship of Deborah 
and Barak. 

There was a famine in the land of Judah, and a certain 
man named Elimelech went to sojourn in the country of 
Moab with Naomi, his wife, and his two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion. Here Elimelech died, and his sons took unto 
them wives of the daughters of the land, Orpah ^d Ruth. 
After some years Mahlon and Chilion died, so that having 
lost husband and sons Naomi yearned to return to her own 
people. She therefore departed from the place where she 
had lived during those years, together with Orpah and 
Ruth, and when she had come to a parting of the ways she 
kissed her daughters-in-law and said to them; 

" Go, return each of you to your mother’s house. The 
Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with my 
sons, and with me, and send you husbands worthy of your 
faithfulness to me and mine." 

But Orpah and Ruth lifted up their voices and wept, de- 
claring that they would not leave their mother-in-law. 

Then Naomi said: " Nay, my daughters, why will you 
go with me? Have I sons that I can give you husbands? 
Turn again and dwell in peace in the laud of your 
fathers." 

And Orpah, after she nad kissed her mother-in-law, re- 
turned, sorrowful, the way they had come. But Ruth would 
not be prevailed upon to go, yet still Naomi affectionately 
urged her to return after W sister-in-law. 

Then Ruth said; “Entreat me not to leave thee, or 
to return from following after thee : for whither thou goest, 
I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy 
people shall be mv pec pie, and thy God my God. 
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Where thou diest whl I die, and there will I be buried: 
the Lord do so to me and more also, if aught but death 
Dart thee and me.*' 

So the two went together to Bethlehem, and all the city 
came out and said, ‘*Is this Naomi?*’ 

But she said, '"Call me not Naomi (pleasant), call me 
Mara (bitter), for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 
with me. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me 
home again empty." 

Now it was harvest time, and Ruth begged Naomi 
to let her go and glean ears of com in the field of Boaz, 
who was a kinsman of Elimelech, and a man of wealth. 
So she went, and Boaz himself came into the field 
among the reapers and said to them, “The Lord be 
with you," and they answered, “The Lord bless thee." 
Then Boaz asked who Ruth was, and, being told, he 
shewed her great favour, and said that he had heard how 
she had followed her mother-in-law with faithful affection, 
and that God would reward her. 

And Boaz told his young men to let fall on purpose some 
handfuls of com for her, and to be kina to her; and in 
the evening Ruth brought her gleanings to her mother-in- 
law. In the K.nd Ruth became the wife of Boaz, and to them 
in due time a son was bom, vhom Naomi took and laid 
in her bosom and nursed, thus .L^eing comforted for the 
death of her own sons. 

The name of this boy was Obed, whose son Jesse after- 
wards became the father of David. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE STORY OF SAMUEL AND ELI 

T here was a man of Mount Ephraim named El- 
kanah , whose wife Hannah had no son .This grieved 
her very much, and she went up to the House of 
the Lord at Shiloh every year to pray to God and to offer 
sacrifice. It happened one day that as she prayed, Eli the 
priest, who sat upon a seat by the post of the Temple of 
the Lord, saw her. And Hannah prayed to the Lord in the 
bitterness of her spirit, and promised that if God would 
only give her a son, she would give him unto the Lord 
all the days of his life. 

Now Eli saw her lips moving, but did not hear the 
words, and he thought her manner very strange, but 
Hannah explained what her trouble was, and Eli said, Go 
in peace; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition 
that thou hast asked of Him.'' So Hannah went away 
with a happy face, an*^ God in due time granted her 
prayer, and gave her a son, whom she called Samuel, 
which meant ''asked of God." 

As soon as Samuel was weaned, his mother took him to 
the temple at Shiloh, with an offering of three bullocks, 
one ephah^ of flour, and a bottle of wine. And Hannah 
told Eli that the Lord had granted her prayer, and that 

* About three pecks. 
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she would lend her son to the Lord for as long as he lived. 
She expressed her thankfulness also in these words: 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord; mine horn is exalted 
in the Lord; my mouth is enlarged over mine 
enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation. 

There is none holy as the Lord : for there is none be- 
sides Thee; neither is there any rock like our God. 

The Lordkilleth, and maketh alive: He bringeth down 
to the grave, and bringeth up. 

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich; He bringeth 
low, and lifteth up. 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up 
the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of 
glory ; for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's and 
He hath set the world upon them. 

He will keep the feet of His saints, and the wicked 
shall be silent in darkness; for by strength shall no 
man prevail, 

Elkanah and Hannah returned home to Ramah, and 
left the child to minister unto the Lord before Eli the 
priest, girded with a linen ephod; and every year his 
mother brought him a little coat when she came to offer 
sacrifice. 

Now Eli the priest was old, and his two sons, Hophni 
and Phinehas, were very wicked and a continual grief to 
him. One day a man of God appeared to Eli, and rebu- 
king him for the evil deeds of his sons, he told him 
that great punishment should come upon his house 
because of their wickedness. “There shall not be an old 
man in thy house for ever," said he; “all the increase 
of thine house shall die in the flower of their age." God 
also told him that his two sons Hophni and Phinehas 
should die in one day, and that He would raise up a faith- 
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ful priest, to whom every one left ir:Eli's hou^e should come 
and crouch for a piece of silver .and a morsel of bread. 

And the child Samuel grew in favour with the Lofd 
and with men, and ^ he ministered unto the Lord before 
Eli in the Temple. 

And it came to pass one night ere the lamp of God 
went out in the Temple of the Lord, where the Ark of God 
was, and Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began 
to wax dim, that he could not see, and Samuel was also 
laid dbwn to sleep, that the Lord called Samuel ; and he 
answered, ''Here am I.'' And he ran unto Eli, and said, 
" Here am I ; x'or thou calledst me."' And he said, " I called 
not; lie down again.** And he went and laydown. And the 
Lord called yet again, "Samuel.** And Samuel arose and 
went to Eli, and said, "Here am I; for thou didst call me." 
And he answered "I called not, my son; lie down 
again.** 

Again a third time the Lord called Samuel, and again he 
went to Eli, and at last Eli perceived that it was God who 
was calling the child, so he told Samuel that if he heard the 
voice again he v^as to answer, "Speak, Lord, for Thy ser- 
vant heareth.** So Samuel went and lay down, and when the 
Lord again called " Samuel, Samuel,** he answered as Eli 
had directed him. Then God told him all the evil that he 
would bring on the housf* of Eli because of the wickedness 
of his sons, and Samuel lay till morning and feared to tell 
Eli the words that he had heard. But Eli called Samuel 
and asked him what the Lord had said, and Samuel told 
all and hid nothing, and Eli said, " It is the Lord ; let him 
do what seemeth to Him good.** 

So Samu<^l grew, and the Lord was with him, and all Israel 
knew that he was to be a prophet of the Lord. 
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Now Israel went out .o fight with the Philistines, and 
was overcome by them; and the people thought if they 
might fetch the Ark from Shiloh and bring it into the 
camp, it woi^ld strike terror into the hearts of their enemies. 
So they sent to Shiloh and brought the Ark, and when it 
came into the camp they shouted with a g^eat shout. The 
Philistines at first were afraid when they heard that the 
Ark of God had come, but they soon took courage and 
turned upon the Israelites and overcame them, slaying 
Hophni and Phinehas, and taking the Ark of God. 

Then a man of the tribe of Benjamin ran back to Shiloh 
with his clothes rent and earth upon his head, to tell the evil 
news. Eli was now ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were 
dim, and he sat by the wayside watching, and fearing for 
the safety of the Ark of God. When the man came into the 
city with the news, all the city cried out, and Eli asked 
what the noise meant. Then the young man told him of 
the defeat of Israel, and the death of his two sons, and that 
the Ark of God was taken. When he told of the Ark of God, 
Eli fell off his seat backward by the gate, and his neck 
broke so that he died. He had judged Israel forty years. 

The Ark of the Lord was taken by the Philistines to 
Ashdod, where they set it up in the house of their god 
Dagon, but when they arose early in the morning they 
found that Dagon had fallen upcn his face before the Ark. 
They set the god up again, but next morning Dagon had 
again fallen before the Ark, and the head and both the palms 
of his hands had fallen off, leaving only the stumps. Other 
evils did the people of Ashdod suffer because of the pre- 
sence of the Ark, so they sent it on to other cities, but still, 
wherever it went, it brought trouble upon the people. Sc 
their priests advised them to make a trespass offenng, ac- 



TJb'i Story of Samuel ami Eli 83 

cording to the number of the lordi> of the Philistines. These 
offerings were to be put in a co^er, and they were to take 
two milch kine who had never , borne a yoke, and fasten 
them to a cart, and' set the Ark on the car^ to lead it 
home. If the kine took the straight way to Beth-Shemesh, 
they would know that the Lord had wrought all this evil 
upon them. This then they did, and the kine took the 
straight way to Beth-Shemesh, lowing as they went, and 
going neither to the right nor the left. Now the men of 
Beth-Shemesh were reaping the harvest, and they saw the 
Aik coming and rejoiced greatly. And the cart came into 
a field and stood there by a great stone, and they took the 
wood of the cart and offered up the kine for a burnt offering. 
And the Levites took down the Ark and the coffer with 
the jewels of gold and laid them on the great stone. The 
bearers then ictumed. But the men of Beth-Shemesh had 
looked into the Ark, and for this God smote many thou- 
sands of them so that they died, wherefore they sent 
messengers to the people of Kirjath-jearim asking them 
to come and fetch the Ark. This the men of Kirjath-jearim 
did, and brought it to the house of Abinadab, and sanc- 
tified his son Eleazar to keep it. 

Twenty years did the Ark remain here, and the hearts of 
the people turned again to the Lord, and they repented of 
their sins. Then God subdued the Philistines for them, and 
gave them rest from their enemies during all the days of 
Samuel. 

Samuel judged Israel all his days, and went every year 
on circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpah, to judge the 
people, returning always to Ramah, where wais his home. 
And it cam *5 to pass when he ^'^as old, that he made his sons 
judges over Israel. But they did not walk in the ways of 
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their father, but were lovers of money, and accepted bribes. 
Therefore their rule displeased the people, and they 
grthered themselves together and came to Samuel, de- 
manding that he should set a king to rule over them, such 
as other nations had. Then Samuel asked counsel of God, 
and God told him to let the people have what they wanted, 
but at the same time to warn them that in time they would 
be sorry that they had asked for a king, for that he would 
make them his bondmen, and take from them their fields 
and vineyards and oliveyards. 

Samuel told these things to the people, but they still 
cried out that they wanted a king to judge tnem and fight 
their battles. 



CHAPTER X 

THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL 

N OW there was a man named Kish belonging to 
the tribe of Benjamin. He was a man of power, and 
had a son named Saul, a goodly young man, head 
and shoulders taller than any of the rest of the people. 
And this man was chosen by God to be king over the 
people. It happened that Saul and his servant went out to 
seek the asses of Kish which had been lost, and not find- 
ing them, they went to inquire of Samuel the prophet. 
Now God had told Samuel that Saul was coming, and that 
he was to anoint him to be captain over the people. So 
when Saul came to Samuel, the prophet invited him to a 
feast, reserving the best place for him, and giving him the 
choicest portion of meat, and greeting him as the desire 
of Israel.” This astonished Saul, who explained that he 
belonged to the smallest of the tribes of Israel. Then 
Samuel told Saul what God had said, and anointed him 
with oil and kissed him^ and gave him three signs by which 
he was to know that God had chosen him.'He was to go to 
Gilgal and wait there, and on the way he would meet 
two men by Rachel's sepulchre who should tell him that 
the asses had been found, and that his father was sorrow- 
ing for him. Further on he would meet threp men going 
up to Bethjl, one carrying three kids, mother three loaves 
of bread and the third ^ a bottle of wine. La^stly, when he 
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came to the garrison of the Philistines, he would meet a 
company of prophets with a psaltery and tabj'et and pipe 
and harp, and the Spirit of the Lord would come upon him 
and he would prophesy with them. 

All these things came to pass as Samuel had said, and 
when those who knew him saw Saul prophesying, they said, 
“ Is Saul also among the prophets? ” Then Samuel called 
the people together to choose their king by lot, and the lot 
fell first upon the tribe of Benjamin, and then upon Saul. 
Saul, however, had hidden himself, and when they fetched 
him, lo! he was head and shoulders higher than anyone 
else. Then Samuel said, “ See ye him whom the Lord hath 
chosen, and there is none like him among all the people? ” 
And all the people shouted, “ God save the king I ” Imme- 
diately afterwards Saul won a great victory over the 
Ammonites, and he was then proclaimed king at Gilgal. 
Samuel recormted how he had tried to live uprightly and +o 
judge the people aright, and he told them that if they fol- 
lowed God with a true heart, all would be well with them 
and with their king. 

Now when Saul had reigned two years over Israel, he 
gathered the Israehtes at Gilgal to go and fight against the 
Philistines. But the Israelites had neither sword nor spear, 
for the Philistines had not allo\ -ed any smiths to remain in 
Israel. Saul should have waited .'or Samuel to come and 
offer sacrifice, but the prophet did not come, so Saul him- 
self offered the burnt offering. Soon after, Samuel came and 
found what Saul had done, wherefore he rebuked him, and 
told hitn that because of his presumption his kingdom 
should not continue, but that God would choose ? king 
after his own heart. 

And while the Israelites lay encar*iped before Michma=h, it 
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befell that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young 
mail that bare his armour; “ Come, let us go over to the 
garrison of our enenjies, on the other side; it may be that, 
the Lord will strengthen our arms, for He is mighty to 
save by many or by few.” And his armonr-bearer said unto 
him, “ Do all that is in thine heart; behold, I am with thee 
according ,to thy desires.” The two young men stole 
secretly from the camp and their way lay through rocky 
passes, until they reached a crag in front of the fastness in 
which lay the garrison of the Philistines. Then said Jona- 
than, ” Behold, we will discover ourselves to the men, 
and if they say, ‘ Tarry until we come to thee,’ we will 
stand; but if they say, ‘ Come up with us,’ then we will 
go up, for the Lord will deliver them into our hands.” 
And they did as Jonathan had said, wherefore the Philis- 
tines looked forth and said, one to another, ” lo! the He- 
brews come forth out of the holes where they had hidden,” 
and they called to J onathan and his armour-bearer : “ Come 
up to us and we will shew you how to make war.” Then 
said Jonathan to his companion, “ Follow me, for the 
Lord hath delivered them into our hands.” And the two 
young men climbed the steep and rocky slopes upon 
their hands and knees, and the Loi’d gave^ them such 
strength and might that tJIey quickly slew some twenty of 
the garrison. And the Lord put an exceeding great fear in 
the hearts of the Philistines, so that they fell back from 
before the faces of Jonathan and his armour-bearer, and 
there was much commotion in the garrison. 

Now a watchman of SaUl beheld from his post that the 
Philirtines were attacked, and that they appeared to be 
discomfitea, and he quickly Carried the' news to the king. 

Saul could not hndei^tand this, as, none o^ the Israelites 
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of his sons to be kiiig instead of Saul. So Samuel went to 
Bethlehem, and when Jesse had come to the sacrifice with 
hit son Eliab, who was gireat of stature, Samuel said, 
“ Surely the Lord’s anointed is before me.” But God told 
Samuel not to look at Eliab, for the Lord seeth not as men 
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart. Then Jesse bade hispther sons 
pass before Samuel, but Samuel still said, “ The Lord hath 
not chosen these.” 

Then Samuel asked Jesse if he had no other children, 
and Jesse answered that there was still the youngest, who 
was keeping the sheep in the field. And he was brought in 
unto Samuel, and the prophet saw that he was goodly to 
look upon, for he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful 
countenance. And the Lord told Samuel to anoint him, for 
that this was he who should be king instead of Saul. From 
that day the Spirit of the Lord came upon David, but th« 
Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
troubled him. 

N ow Saul heard that David the son of J esse was a ctmning 
player upon the harp, so when the evil spint troubled him 
he sent for David to come and play to him. This David 
did, and Saul loved him very much, and made him his 
armour-bearer. 

Once more the Philistines gathei .d their armies against 
Israel, and encamped on the side of a mountain, and the 
Israelites marched forth against them and pitched their 
camp on the side of the mountain opposite, with the valley 
between. Then the Philistines sent out a champion, a giant 
named Goliatlj of Gath, who had a helmet of brass and a 
brazen coat of mail, which weighed about 5,000 shekels,* 

'A shekel is about half an*^ ounces 
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He had greaves of brass upon His Lgs, and a gorget of 
brass betwf^en his shoulders. Tlie staff of his spear was like 
a weaver’s beam, and the spear head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron, and his shield-bearer went before him. 
This champion challenged the Israelites to send out a man 
to fight with him. If he be able to fight with me and to 
kill me, then will we be your servants; but if I prevail 
against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants.” 
This challenge he repeated for forty days, and there was 
found no man to go out against him. 

Then Saul proclaimed that whoever should kiU Goliath 
should have great riches and should marry his daughter. 

Now three of Jesse’s sons were with Saul’s army, but 
David, the youngest, had gone back to feed his father’s 
sheep. Then Jesse called David and told him to take food 
to his brothers with the army, and see how they fared. 
This David did, and as he talked with his brothers, Goliath 
came out and repeated his challenge. And David Was 
amazed to see that the men of Israel were sore afraid and 
he asked : “ Who is this Philistine that he should defy the 
armies of the living God? ” And those who stood around 
told him how the giant warrior had come out day by day, 
and how the king had promised to 3nrich the man who 
should slay him. 

And it was told to Saul how that David had come and 
had iiiquired concerning the king’s promise, and he sent 
for the youth, and when he had been brought in David 
said: Let no man’s heart be troubled, thy servant will go 
and fight with this Philistine.” But Saul said, “ Thou art 
not able to go out against him, for thou ar^ but a youth, 
and he a reasoned warrior.’" Then Dr vid told Saul how he 
had killed with his ov;n hands a lion and a bear which had 
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stolen a lamb from the flock. ‘‘ The Lord that delivered 
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the 
bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine 
Then said Saul, “ Go, the Lord be with thee/' 

And the king armed David with his own armour, but 
the heavy mail was too much for the young man and he 
said, “ I cannot fight with these for I have not proved 
them.'' Instead he took his staff in his hand, and chose 
five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in his 
shepherd’s bag, and with his sling in his hand he drew near 
to the Philistine. When Goliath looked at David, he dis- 
dained him, for he was but a youth, and ruddy and of a fair 
countenance. And Goliath cursed him and said, “ Am I a 
dog that thou comest to me with staves? I will give 

thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the 
field." 

Then said David to the Philistine, " Thou comest to me 
with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; but I 
come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will 
the Lord deliver thee into mine hand, ai*d I will smite 
thee, and take thine head from thee ; and I will give the 
carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that 
all the earth may know that there ’s a God in Israel. And 
all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with 
sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord's, and He will 
give you into our hands." 

At this the giant came near to meet David, and the 
youth hasted and took a stone out of his bag, and slung it 
with such skill and f Dree that it smote him in the forehead, 
and sank deeplv, so that he fell lifelecs to the ground. David 
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then ran and stood upon the gian^-, and with his own sword 
for David bad no weapon save Ids sling, he cut off his head 
V/hen the Philistines saw that their champion had fallen 
they turned and fled, and the Israelites pursued them a 
far distance. 

After these things David went no more to his father's 
house, and he and Jonathan became great friends, so that 
the soul of Jonathan was knit with tho soul of David, and 
Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And David found 
great favour in the sight of Saul also, and he was set over 
the men of war, and the people accepted him gladly. 

Now it came to pass that as the army returned from 
slaughtering the Philistines, the women came out of all the 
cities singing and dancing, with tabrets and instruments of 
music, to meet the king. And they sang, “ Saul hath slain 
his thousands, and David his ten thousands." This made 
Saul angry and from this time he was jealous of David. 
On the morrow an evil spirit came upon him, and as David 
played before him upon his harp, Saul threw a javelin with 
intent to kill him. Fortunately it missed its aim, and David 
escaped. Thenv^eforth Saul was afraid of him, but David 
behaved himself wisely, and all Israel and Judah loved 
him. 

Saul then tried to ensure David’s death, telling him that 
he would give him b’ 3 daughter Michal for his wife if he 
would bring him proof that he had slain one hundred of the 
Philistines. This adventure pleased David, and he slew two 
hundred Philistines, and brought proof thereof to Saul, him- 
self being unharmed. So Michal, who loved him, became Da- 
vid's wife. Again, many times Saul sought to slay him, but 
Jonathan ;.old David; and once also Michal, his wife, saved 
him from Saul's hands when he had sent messengers to take 
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him. Making an imagi, she laid it in the bed, and put a pillow 
of goats’ hair for a bolster, so that Saul’s messengers return- 
ed io their master with the report that David was sick. Th'*n 
Saul commanded that he should be brought on the bed, 
whereupon the messengers discovered that only an image 
lay there. In the meantime David escaped to Samuel, and 
went and lived with him at Nahoth, to which place Saul 
twice sent messengers. But the Spirit of God was upon the 
messengers, and they prophesied, and when Saul himself 
went to Nahoth, the Spirit of God came to him, and he also 
prophesied. 

Then David fled from Nahoth and came to Jonathan, 
with whom he made a covenant that he should let him 
know if Saul still intended evil against him. David was to 
absent himself for three days, and was then to hide in a 
field, and Jonathan, having found out the intentions of his 
father, was to shoot three arrows, sending a lad to fetch 
them. If he said to the lad, “ The arrows are on this side of 
thee; take them,” then David would understand that Saul 
intended him no harm. But if Jonathan said to the lad, 
" The arrows are beyond thee” ; then David was to flee. On 
the first day David’s absence was not noticed; but on the 
second day Saul inquired where he was, and Jonathan said 
he had desired to go to Bethlehem to sacrifice. Then Saul 
was very angry with Jonathan bec?^ use he had let David 
go, and told him that David should surely die. When 
Jonathan pleaded for his friend, Saul cast a javelin at him, 
and Jonathan arose in fierce anger, knowing well that Saul 
meant to slay David. In the morning, therefore, when 
Jonathan shot the arrows as he had promised, he called to 
the lad and said, “Is not the arrow beyond thee?” And he 
also added, “ Make speed, haste, stcy not.” When the lad 
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had gone, David came out of hiding, and he and Jonathan 
said farewell to each other, and Jonathan returned to the 
citv. 

Then David came to Ahimelech the priest, from whom 
he begged some bread and a sword, and Ahimelech gave 
him the hallowed bread from the altar, and the sword of 
Goliath. Then, still fleeing from Saul, David arrived at 
Gath, where, for fear of the king of that place, he 
pretended to be mad. Escaping thence, he hid in the 
cave of Adullam, and to that place many who were dis- 
contented or distressed betook themselves, and soon there 
were with David about four hundred men. From thence 
he went to the forest of Hareth. But when Saul heard that 
Ahimelech had helped David, he caused Ahimelech to be put 
to death, together with many others of the priests; and he 
put to death aiso every man, woman, and child, and every 
living thing in Nob, the priest’s city. But one of Ahimelech’s 
sons, Abiathar, escaped, and went to David. Saul still puf- 
sued David, seeking to kill him, but the Lord was wdth him, 
and Saul had to return, hearing that the Philistines had 
invaded the kingdom during his absence. Then David 
stayed in a stronghold at Engedi, and when Saul heard of 
it he took 3,000 men and went to reek him upon the 
rocks of the wild goats. Once Saul wandered into the 
very cave where David and his men were hidden, but in 
the darkness did not see them. David, unknown to him, 
cut a piece off the skirt of Saul’s robe, but would not let 
his men do him any hurt, because Saul, though his enemy, 
was the anointed of God. But when Saul had gone out of the 
cave, not knowing that David had been in )uding there, 
David came after him, and bowing himself to the ground, 
said, “ My lord the king,” and declared to ^aul that he 
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wished him no hann, and that even that day when he 
might have killed him he had refrained from doing so — 
in proof whereof he shewed Saul the skirt of the robe which 
he had cut off. Then Saul's heart was touched, and he said 
10 David, “ Thou art more righteoas than I; for thou hast 
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewaraed thee evil.” 
Saul also said that now he knew indeed that David would 
be king, and begged David that he would not utterly des- 
troy his household. David promised this, and returned to 
his stronghold. In those days Samuel died, and the Israe- 
lites lamented for him and buried him at Ramah. 

Now when David wanted food for the men who were 
with him, he sent messengers to Nabal, a man of great 
possessions, to whom David had already shewn kindness. 
Nabal was a very churlish man, but his wife Abigail was a 
woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful counte- 
ance. When David’s messengers came, Nabal refused to 
give them anything; wherefore David was very angry and 
would have killed Nabal and all his men had not Abigail 
his wife brought a present and interceded for him. 

But shortly afterwards the Lord smote Nabal that he 
died, and David took Abigail to be his wife. 

Yet again did Saul come out with armed men against 
David, having with him Abner, the captain of his host. 
And at night, while Saul lay sleeping in the trench, David 
and Abishai came secretly, and took the cruse of water 
and the spear which lay by the king’s bolster, leaving him 
unharmed. 

This done, David went up to the top of a hill and called to 
Abner, telling him that he had failed in his duty and had 
not taken care of the king his master, and asking him 
where were the king’s spear ard his cruse of water. 
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Whereupon Saul again repented, promising to do David 
no more harm. After these things David went and lived 
amongst the Philistines, who gave him the city of Zikla^. 

Now the Philistines again gathered their armies together 
to fight against Israel, and made their camp at Shunem, ana 
Saul gathered his men and encamped at Gilboa. And when 
Saul saw the great host of the Philistines, he was afraid, 
and asked counsel of God, but God did not answer him. 
He then went to a witch who lived at Endor, and was told 
that the Lord had rent the kingdom out of his hand, and 
had given it to David, and that he and all his men would 
faU into the hands of the Philistines. 

Then the Philistines attacked Saul, and David was 
with Achish of Gath in the rearguard of the army. 
But the princes of the Philistines were vexed that David 
should be there, lest in the battle he should take the side 
of the enemy against them. So Achish prevailed upon 
David and his men to return to Ziklag. On his return he 
found that the Amalekites had taken his city and burnt 
it, and had carried the people away captive, and that 
Abigail was among the captives. Then David was greatly 
distressed, but he pursued the Amalekites and overcame 
them, and recovered the captives and like booty that had 
been carried off. 

Meantime the great battle was raging between Saul 
and the Philistines, and the Israelites *were stricken 
and fled before the Philistines, and Jonathan and his 
brothers were among the slain. Then Saul, seeing that 
the battle was going sore against him, besought 
his armour-bearer to kill him, but the armour-bearer 
refused, wherefore he took a sword and fell upon it and 
so died. On the morrow, when the Philistines came to 
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strip the bodies of the slain, they found the body of 
Saul, and after cutting off the head and stripping the 
armour, they fastened it to the wall of the city of B^th- 
Shan. TheA the men of J abesh-Gilead, hearing of these 
things, went by night and took tne bodies of Saul and of 
his three sons and burnt them at Jabesh, burying the 
bones under a tree. The Israelites were so terror-stricken 
at the defeat of Saul and his host that they fled out of 
their cities, and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

On the third day after the battle there went a young 
man out of the camp with his clothes rent and earth on 
his head to bring the news of the death of Saul and Jona^ 
than to David. And when David asked how he knew that 
Saul and Jonathan were dead, he answered that he him- 
self had, at Saul's command, slain him on Mount Gilboa 
after the battle, and that he had brought to David the 
crown that was on his head and the bracelet that was on 
his arm. Then David rent his clothes, and mourned, and 
fasted for Saul and for Jonathan and for the house of 
Israel, but he caused the young man who had brought the 
news to be put to death, because he said chat he had slain 
the Lord's anointed. 

And Davdd lamented over Saul and Jonathan: 

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: 
how are the mighty fallen! 

Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the stree^^s of 
Askelon: lest the daughters of the Philistines re- 
joice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised tri- 
umph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew,- neither 
let there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings: for 
there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, 
the shield of Saul, as though he had not teen 
anointed with oil. 
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From the blood of the slain, rom the fat of the 
mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, 
and the sword of Saul reti^rned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were not divided : they 
were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than 
lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed 
you in scarlet, with other delights: who put on 
ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! 
*0 Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 

I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very 
pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me 
was wonderful, passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war 
perishedl 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE STORY OF KING DAVID 

A fter these things the men of Judah anointed 
David king over the house of Judah in Hebron, 
but Abner, the captain of Saul's host, took 
Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, and made him king 
over Israel. Then followed a battle between the men of 
Israel under Abner, and David's men under Joab, and 
Abner was beaten. Asahel, the brother of J oab, who was 
as light of foot as a wild roe, pursued after Abner, and 
was slain by him. 

This was the beginning of a long war between the house 
of Saul and the house of David, but David became stronger 
and stronger, and the house of Saul weaker. At last Abner 
quarrelled with Ishbosheth and went over to David and 
made a treaty with him, declaring that David should be 
king over both Israel and Judah. But Joab, distrusting 
Abner, slew him secretly in revenue for the death of his 
brother Asahel. Then David grieved very sorely, and de- 
clared that he had nothing to do with Abner's death. 
The Israelites, much troubled, slew Ishbosheth the king 
and brought his head to David at Hebron, but David 
caused the head to be buried, and put to death the 
men who had slaii* Saul's son. Then all the tribes came to- 
gether to Hebron and anointed David king over Israel He 
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The Story of King Dlavfa 

was thirty years old when he became king, and reigned in 
aP ^o^ty years — seven-and-a-half years over Judah at He- 
bron, and thirty-three years over Israel and Judah \t 
Jerusalem. And Hiram King of Tyre sent cedar trees^ and 
carpenters, and masons, and they built David a house, 
and the Lord was with him. 

After these things, David, with a great company, went 
to fetch the Ark of God from the house of Abinadab, and 
brought it home to the city of David with shouting and 
with the sound of the trumpet, David himself dancing and 
singing with the rest before the Lord. And David returned 
thanks to the Lord : — 

Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon His name, make 
known His deeds among the people. 

Sing unto Him, sing psalms unto Him, talk ye of all 
His wo: drous works. 

Glory ye in His holy name :let the heart of them rejoice 
that seek the Lord. 

Seek the Lord and His strength, seek His face con- 
tinually. 

Remember His marvellous works that He hath done, 

His wonders, and the judgements of His mouth; 

O ye seed Oi Israel His servant, ye children of Jacob, 

His chosen ones. 

He is the Lord our God; His judgements are all the 
earth. 

Be ye mindful always of His covenant, the word which 
He commanded a thousand generations; 

Even of the covenant which He made with Abraham, 
and of His oath unto Isaac ; 

And hath confirmed the same to J acob for a law, and 
to Israel fcr an everlasting covenant, 

Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the 
lot of your inheritance ; 

When ye were but few, evon a few, ard strangers in it. 

And when they werjt from nation to nation, ajid from 
one kingdom to another people, * 
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He suffered no man to do them wrong; yea, Here- 
proved kings for then sakes, 

Saying, Touch not Mine anointed, and do My prophets 
no harm. 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; show forth from day 
to day His salvation. 

Declare His glory among the heathen; His marvellous 
w^orks among all nations. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He 
also is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the people are idols: but the Lord 
made the heavens. 

Glory and honour are in His presence; strength and 
gladness are in His place. 

Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the people, give 
unto the Lord glory and strength. 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His Name: 
bring an offering, and come before Him; worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

Fear before Him, all the earth: the world also shall 
be stable, that it be not moved. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
and let men say among the nations, The Lord 
reigneth. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields 
rejoice, and all that is therein. 

Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the 
presence of the Lord, because He cometh to judge 
the barth. 

Ogive thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for His 
mercy endureth for ever. 

And say ye. Save us, O God of our salvation, and 
gather us together, and deliver us from the heathen, 
that we may give thanks to Thy holy name, and 
glory in Thy praise. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for ever and ever. 

And all the people said, " Amen,"' and praised the Lord. 
David, now bei*ig at rest from his enemies, wished to 
build a fitdng house for the Ark of God. But God, through 



T^e Story of King Davfd 103 

Nathan the prophet, forbade him co do so, and told him 
that to his son should fall the*task of building a temple. 
Da’dd shewed kindness to Mej^ibosheth, the son of Joife 
than, who was lame, giving him all that had been Saul's 
and allowing him to dwSll at Jerusalem and to eat at th^ 
king's table. 

Now David loved Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite, and in order that she might become his wife he 
caused Joab, the captain of the host, who was besieging the 
town of Rabbah, to put Uriah in the forefront of the 
battle that he might be slain. This Joab accomplished, 
whereupon David took Bathsheba to be his wife. 

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord. 
And the prophet Nathan came to rebuke him, and he told 
him the following parable: ‘'There were two men in one 
city ; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had 
exceeding many flocks and herds; but the poor man had 
nothing save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and 
nourished up; and it grew up together with him and with 
his children; and it did eat of his own meat, and drink of 
his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a 
daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich man ; 
and he spared to take of his own flock, and of his own herd, 
to dress for the wayfaring inan that was come unto him; 
but took the poor mar's lamb, and dressed it for the man 
that was come to him." When David heard this story, he 
was very angry, and declared that whoever had done this 
thing should be put to death, and that the lamb should be 
restored fourfold. And Nathan said to David, “Thou art 
the man." Then he recounted to him how gQod the Lord 
had been to him, and how everything had been given to 
him, and yet he had envied Uriah his wife, ajidliad caused 
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him to be slain with tht sword of the children of Ammon* 
“ Because thou hast despised the commandments of the 
Lord/' continued Nathan, -‘the sword shall never depart 
from^ thine house. The sin which thou didst commit was 
clone secretly, but thy punishment shall be before all 
Israel and before the sun." And David said, “ I have sinned 
against the Lord." He had now to hear the punishment 
which he must beai ; and Nathan told him, to his infinite 
sorrow, that because he had given great occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to point the finger of scorn, the son 
which Bathsheba had borne to him should die. 

And it came to pass that the child was stricken even 
unto death, and David besought God for its life, lest haply 
He might give ear unto his entreaty; and he fasted, and 
went in, and lay all night upon the earth. And the elders of 
his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the 
earth; but he would not, neither did he eat bread wiljh 
them. And it came to pass on the seventh day that the 
child died. And the servants of David feared to tell him 
that the child was dead; for they said, “ Behold, while the 
child was yet alive we spake unto him, and he would not 
hearken unto our voice; how will he then vex himself if we 
tell him thkt the child is dead? " But when David saw that 
his servants whispered togetiier, he perceived that the 
child was dead. He said therefore u’^to them, " Is the child 
dead? " And they said, He is dead." Then David arose 
from the earth and washed, and anointed himself, and 
changed his apparel, and came into the house of the Lord, 
and worshipped. And afterwardo he came to his own house, 
and bread was set before him, and he did eat. Then said his 
servants unto him, “ What thing is this that thou hast 
done? Thou didst fast and weep for the child while it was 
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alive, but when the child was de? a thou didst rise and eat 
bread.” And he said, “ While the child was yet alive, I 
fashed and wept, ior I said, ' \\*ho can tell whether God ifill, 
be gracious to me, that the child may live? ’ But now he is 
dead, wherefore should I fast ? Can I bring ’ hiifi 
back again ? I shall 'go to him, but he shall not return 
to me.” 

In due time Bathsheba was comforted, for another son 
was bom to her and to David, and was called Solomon, 
and the Lord loved him. 

David had many troubles in his own family. One son, 
Ammon, was because of his evil living slain by his brother 
Absalom, who was renowned for his beauty throughout all 
Israel. This Absalom afterwards made a conspiracy against 
David, and went to Hebron and sent spies throughout 
Israel, telling all that when they heard the sound of the 
t^mpet they were to know that Absalom reigned in 
Hebrcn. He took as his counsellor Ahithophel, who had of 
old been counsellor to David. When David found that the 
conspiracy was dangerous to him, he fled from Jerusalem 
and went to Muunt Olivet. And being told that Ahithophel 
was among the conspirators, he prayed that God would 
turn the counsel of Ahithophel to foolistiness. Then Hushai 
came to IJavid, but David sent him back to the city and 
told him to pretend to-be Absalom’s friend, and to tell to 
Zadok 'and Abiathar the priests all that went on, so 
that the counsel of Ahithophel might be defeated. So 
Absalom and alj his followers came to Jerusalem. And 
Ahithophel counselled Absalom to give him 12,000 men 
that he might pursue after David cind come upon him 
while he was weak and weary, so that -‘he might be easily 
overcome. This counsel pleased Absalom* bait he sent 
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also for Hushai and in'^uired of him why he was not 
with David. Hushai craftiiy answered, Whom the Lo’-d 
and His people and all the men of Israel choose, his will 
I be and with him will I abide/' And he said also that as 
he had served David so he would serve his son Absalom. 
Hushai then advised Absalom not to listen to the counsel 
of Ahithophel, but to collect all the Israelites together and 
himself go to war against David, so that David and his 
men might be utterly routed. 

This counsel Absalom decided to follow, whereupon 
Hushai immediately sent messengers to David to warn 
him. These messengers narrowly escaped discovery, but 
were hidden in a well by a woman, who covered up the 
well, and put earth over it, until it was safe for them to 
come out. When David heard the news that Hushai had 
sent, he and all his men went over the river J ordan and 
came to Mahanaim. Absalom also passed over Jordan, 
with Amasa, the captain of his host, and pitched in the 
land of Gilead, but Ahithophel, seeing that his counsel 
was not followed, went home to his house, and hanged 
himself. At Mahanaim, Shobi, the Ammonite, shewed 
kindness to David and brought food to his men, who were 
weary and hungry and thirsty in the wilderness. Then 
David divided his men into three companies, but the people 
persuaded him not to go with them to battle, but to stay 
in safety in the city. This he did, commanding them to 
deal gently with Absalom for his sake. In due course the 
rival forces met in the wood of Ephraim, where Absa- 
lom's men were overcome, and 2C,ooo slain. 

Now Absalom sought to escape upon a mule, and ps he 
rode under the thick boughs of a great oak, he \»as caught 
up by his hair, and the mule went Lorn under him and he 
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hung helpless in the tree. Then a oung man who saw him 
went and told Joab, David's captain, and Joab said, ‘‘ Why 
didst thou not smite him there' to the ground, I would hilve, 
given thee ten shekels of silver and a girdle? " But the 
young man answered that not for one thousand shekels of 
silver would he have harmed the king's son. Wherefore 
Joab took three darts and killed Absalom, and his men 
threw the body of the prince into a pit in the wood. Then 
Joab said to Cushi, ‘‘Go, tell the king what thou hast seen." 
Ahirhaaz the son of Zadok begged that he might go also, so 
he ran after Cushi, and overtook him. 

Now David sat between the two gates of the city, and the 
watchman saw a man running, and told the king. And the 
king said, “ If he be alone there is tidings in his mouth." 
Again the watchman saw a second man running, and the 
king said, “ He also bringeth tidings." And the watchman 
raid, “ Methinks the running of the foremost is like the 
running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok " ; and the king said, 
“ He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings." 

Then Ahimaaz called to the king and said, “All is well. 
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which hath delivered up the 
men that lifted up their hand against my lord the king." 
Then David asked, “Is the young man Absalom safe?" 
And Ahimaaz said that he had seen a great tumult, but did 
not know what it was. After him Cushi came, and said, 
“Tidings, my lord the king, for the Lord hath avenged 
thee this day of all them that rose up against thee." Then 
the king said again, “ Is the young man Absalom safe ? " 
And Cushi answered, “ The enemies of my lord the king, 
and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that 
young man." 

And the king was ttuch moved, and went up to the 
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chamber over the gate, wept; and as he went, thus 
he said, *'0 my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalonx! 
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!" 

Now because of the great grief of the king the victory 
was turned into mourning, and the people slunk away 
stealthily to their houses, as people being ashamed steal 
away when they flee from battle. Then Joab came to 
the king, where he wept and mourned for Absalom, and 
said, " Thou hast shamed this day the faces of all thy ser- 
vants, which this day hath saved thy life, and the lives of 
thy sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, 
in that bhou lovest thine enemies, and hatest thy friends ; 
for thou hast declared this day that thou regardest neither 
princes nor servants: for this day I perceive that if Ab- 
salom had lived, and all we had died this day, then it had 
pleased thee well. Now therefore arise, go forth and speak 
comfortably unto thy servants: for I swear by the Lord, 
if thou go not forth, there will not tarry one with thee 
this night: and that will be worse unto thee than all the 
evil that befell thee from thy youth until now." 

Then David arose, and sent for Zadok and Abiathar 
the priests, *and told them to speak to the elders of J udah, 
and say, "‘Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my 
flesh, wherefore then are ye the la^'t to bring back the 
king?" Then the men of Judah sent to the king ana urged 
him to come back, so David returned and came to Jordan, 
and the men of Judah came to meet him to bring him 
across the river. With them was Shimei, who had cursed 
David when he was fleeing from Absalom, and who now 
came and begged nis forgiveness, and received prrdon. 
Mephibosheth also came to meet him — the lame Mephi- 
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bosheth, who had neither dressp ^ his feet, nor trimmed 
h’s beard, nor washed his clothes from the day the king 
departed until the day he canle again in peace. 

When David asked why he had not gone with him, he 
told him of the treachety of Ziba his servant — how he had 
taken advantage of his lameness and had slandered him to 
David, declaring that he wished to get back the kingdom 
from David. (These things Ziba had done after David’s 
flight, and David had believed him, and had given over to 
him 'the possessions of Mephibosheth.) Then David said, 
“Thou and Ziba divide the land,’’ but Mephibosheth 
answered, “Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my 
lord the king is come again in peace unto his own 
house.’’ 

Barzillai the Gileadite also, an aged man, who had shewn 
great kindness to David at Mahanaim, conducted the 
king over the river Jordan. The king wished to reward 
him, but Barzillai refused, and begged that he might be 
allowed to return to his own city, but that Chimham his 
friend might go to Jerusalem with David. 

So David returned across the river. And the men of 
Israel came to meet the king, and were angry with the 
men of Judah that they had brought ’him baek, and had 
not told them or asked their advice. The men of Judah 
answered that the king was near of kin to them, but the 
Israelites said, “We have ten parts in t\ie king, and we 
have also more right in David than ye.” So the quarrel 
grew hot between the men of J udah and the men of Israel, 
whereupon an evil-minded man, Sheba, a Benjamite, blew 
a tn'mpet and said, “We have no part in David, neither 
have we inheritance in the son of Jesse; every man to his 
teats, O Is’^ael.” So the^men of Israel left David tftid followed 
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Sheba, but the men of jndah stayed with their king, and 
brought him home to Jerusalem. 

Then David called Amasa and made him captain instead 
of . Joab, and told him and his men to pursue Sheba. And 
J'oab's men went out also and pursued Sheba, and Joab 
treacherously slew Amasa, who had been made captain in 
his stead. Then Joab went through all the tribes of Israel, 
and gathered them together to pursue Sheba, and they 
besieged him in the city called Abel. But a wise woman of 
Abel came to Joab and said, "I am one of them that are 
faithful in Israel; thou seekest to destroy a city and a 
mother in Israel; why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance 
of the Lord?” Then Joab told her that if Sheba were de- 
livered up to him he would depart, and the woman said, 
"His head shall be thrown to thee over the wall.” And 
this was done, so Joab returned from the city and came 
to the king at J erusalem, and was captain over all the host 
of Israel. 

For the sin that Saul had committed in slaying the 
Gibeonites, God sent a three years’ famine on the land, 
which ceased not until seven sons of Saul were put to 
death, two of whom were the sons of his wife Rizpah. 
Then Rizpah watched by her dead sons and took sack- 
cloth and spread it upon a rock from the beginning of 
harvest until water dropped upon them out of heaven, and 
suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them by 
day nor the beasts of the fields by night. 

This devotion to her dead sons reached the ears of David, 
wherefore he commanded that the bones of the slain men, 
together with those of Saul and Jonathan, which he caused 
to be brought from J abesh-guead, should be bu"ied in the 
country of B enj amin. After this the famine ceased in the land. 
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Many times did the Philistines f^t against David, but 
he overcame them, and he retarded thanks unto the Lord: 

The Lord is my »*^ck, and my fortress, and my de- 
liverer; 

The God of my rock;«in Him will I trust; He is my* 
diield, a»d the horn of my salva^on, my high 
tower and my refuge, my Saviour; Thou savest me 
from^violence. 

I will call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; 
so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

When the waves of death compassed me, the floods 
of ungodly men made me afraid; 

The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares 
of death prevented me ; 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to 
my God; and He did hear my voice out of His 
temple, and my cry did enter into His ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled, the foundations 
of heaven moved and shook, because He was 
wroth. 

He bowed the heavens also and came down, and 
darkness was under His feet. 

And He rode upon a cherub and did fly, and He was 
seen upon the wings of the wind. 

And He made darkness pavilions round about Him, 
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. 

He sent from above, He took me ; He drew me out 
of many waters. 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from 
theiji that hated me ; for they were too strong for 
me. 

Thny prevented me in the day of my calamity ; but 
the Lord was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large place. He de- 
livered me, because He delighted in me. 

• • . . . 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not 
wickedly departed from my God. 

For all His judgements were before me ; and as for His 
statutes, I did not depart from them. 
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I was also upright L fore Him, and have kept myself 
from mine iniquity. 

Therefore the Lord hath recompensed me according 
to my righteousness, according to my cleanness in 
His eye-sight. 

With the merciful Thou wilt rhew thyself merciful, 
and with th^ upright man Thou wilt shew thycelf 
upright. 

With the pure Thou wilt show Thyself pure; and 
and with the froward Thou wilt shew Thyself un- 
savoury. 

And the affli6led people Thou wilt save; but Thine 
eyes are upon the haughty that Thou mayest bring 
them down. 

For Thou art my lamp, O Lord, and Thou wilt 
lighten my darkness. 

For by Thee I have run through a troop; by my God 
have I leaped over a wall. 

As for God, His way is perfe6l; the Word Oi the Lord 
is tried; He is a bucklerto all them that trust in Him. 

For who is God, save the Lord? and who is a rock 
save our God? God is my strength and power; and 
He maketh my way perfe6t. 

He maketh my feet like hinds^ feet; and setteth me 
upon my high places. 

He teacheth my hands to war; so that a bow of steel 
is broken by mine arms. 

• •«•••• 

Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy salvation; 
and Thy gentleness hath made me great. 

Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; so that my 
feet did nut slip. 

I have pursued mine enemies and destroyed them 
and turned not again until I had consumed them. 

And I have consumed them, and wounded them that 
they could not arise; yea, they are fallen under my 
feet. 

For Thou hast girded me wHh strength to battle; theui 
that rose up against me hast Thou subduea und zr 
me. 
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Thou hast also given me the *.ecks of mine enemies, 
that I might destroy them that hate me. 

They looked, but there waJ none to save; even unto 
the Lord, but ^le answered them not. 

Then did I beat them as small as the dirst of the 
earth, I did stamp* them as the mire of the street, 
and did spread* them abroad. 

Thou also hast delivered me from the strivings of my 
people, Thou hast kept me to be head of the 
heathen: a people which I knew not shall serve me. 

Strangers shall submit themselves unto me; as soon 
as they hear, they shall be obedient unto me. 

Strangers shall fade away, and they shall be afraid 
out of <^heir close places. 

The Lord liveth, and blessed be my rock; and exal- 
ted be the God of the rock of my salvation. 

It is God that avengcth me, and that bringeth down 
the people under me. 

And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies; Thou 
also hast lifted me up on high above them that 
rose up against me; Thou hast delivered me from 
the violent man. 

Therefore I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, 
among the heathen, and 1 will sing praises unto 
Thy name. 

And it carnet to pass that Satan tempted David to num- 
ber all the people of Israel, wherefore God was angry with 
him. Then David was grieved because of his sin, and God 
sent to him Gad the prophet who bade him choose be- 
tween three forms of punishment — either* seven years of 
famine in the land, or three months' flight before his 
enemies, or three days' pestilence. And David said to Gad, 
*'1 am in a great. strait; let me fall now into the hand of 
the Lord, for His mercie^ are great, and let me not fall 
into ^he hand of men." 

So the Lord sent a pestilence upon the Israelites, and 
there died of them 70, ooo men. Then the Lor<i repented 
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Him of the evil, and stayed the hand of the destroying 
angel by the threshing-place of Oman the Jebusite. And 
Gad told David to set up an altar there to the Lord, so 
David bought the threshing-floor and the oven of Oman 
the Jebusite for six hundred shekels of gold. Oman would 
have given him the threshing-flooi and the oven for 
the burnt-offering, and the threshing instruments for wood, 
and the wheat for a meat-offering, but David said, "'I will 
not take that which is thine for the Lord, nor offer burnt- 
offerings without cost!*' So David built an altar there 
and offered the burnt-offering, and the plague was 
stayed. 

Now David was old, and Adonijah, one of his favourite 
sons, revolted against his father and proclaimed himself 
king, and Joab and Abiathar followed him, but Zadok the 
priest, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, and other mighty men 
remained with David. Then Bathsheba, David's wife, and 
Nathan the prophet, went to David, and told him that 
Adonijah had made himself king, and asked him if this 
was by his wish, or if he still held to his promise that 
Solomon, the son of Bathsheba, should rugn after him. 
Then David said that Solomon and not Adonijah should 
certainly reign after him, and he told Zadok and Nathan 
to go and bring Solomon at once and anoint him king 
over Israel and Judah, and to blow with the tmmpet and 
say, *'God save King Solomon." This was done, and all the 
people piped with pipes and rejoiced. When Adonijah 
heard this, he was afraid, and all that were with him re- 
turned home, and he himself v ent and made peace with 
King Solomon. 

David now knowing that he was about to die, called 
Solomon, liis son to him, and said : ‘ I go the way of aU th^ 
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earth; be thou strong therefore and shew thyself a man; 

and keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in Fis 
ways, to keep His statutes and His commandments, and 
His judgements, and His testimonies, as it is written ir 
the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou 
doest, and whithei soever thou tumest thyself; that the 
Lord may continue His word which he spake concerning 
me, saying, ' If thy children take heed to their way to walk 
before me in truth with all their heart and with all their 
soul, there shall not fail thee a man on the throne of Is- 
rael/ 

David also charged Solomon to avenge on Joab the 
treacheries that he had at various times committed, namely 
the slaying of Abner and Amasa. To Barzillai the 
Gileadite, and his sons, Serfiomon was to shew great kind- 
ness, but Shimei, who had cursed David, was to be put to 
death. 

David then called an assembly of the people and told 
them how it had been his wish to build a fitting house for 
God, but that God had forbidden him because he had been 
a man of war, and that it was reserved for Solomon, his 
son, to carry on this work. He exhorted the people to fear 
God and walk in His ways, so that the kingdom might be 
established, and he exhorted Solomon to serve God with 
a perfect heart and with a willing mind, for the Lord 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imagina- 
tions of the thoughts. Then David gave to Solomon the 
plans for the building of the House of God, and gold 
and silver for all the workmanship in it. David had 
also prepared gold and silve." and brass and iron and 
wood and precious stones for the building, and he 
asked the people to gi’^ e willingly of their substance to 
ia 
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the service of the Lord. This the people did, bringing 
iruch gold and silver and brass and ^ron and precious 
stones, and they all rejoiced greatly, because with perfect 
heait they offered willingly to the Lord. 

David also rejoiced and praised the Lord in the presence 
of the great assembly, and said : “Blessed be thou, Lord God 
of Israel our Father, for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is'’ 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the 
earth is Thine ; Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and Thou art 
exalted as head above all. Both riches and honour come of 
Thee, and Thou reignes t over all ; and in Thine hand is power, 
and might ; and in Thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all. Now therefore, our God, we thank 
Thee, and praise Thy glorious name. But who ami, and what 
is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly 
after this sort? for all things come of Thee, and of Thine own 
have we given Thee. For we are strangers before Thee, and 
sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the 
earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding. O Lord 
our God, all this store that we have prepared to build Thee 
an house for Thine holy name cometh of Thine hand, and 
is all Thine own. I know also, my God, that Thou triest 
the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in 
the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all 
these things: and now have I seen with joy Thy people, 
which are present here, to offer willingly unto Thee. O Lord 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep 
this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart 
of Thy people, and prepare their heart unto Thee ; and give 
untoSolomon,myson,aperfecthea’i:,tokeepThycommand- 
ments. Thy testimonies, and Thy s^ atutes, and to do all these 
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things; and to build the palace, for cue which I have made 
provision.*' 

Then the congregation worshipped the Lord, and offered 
burnt offerings, and proclaimed Solomon king for the 
second time, and anointed him unto the Lord to be the 
chief governor, and Zadok they anointed to be priest. And 
the Lord bestowed on Solomon such royal majesty as had 
not been oix any king before him in Israel. 

So David died in a good old age, having reigned for 
forty years, and Solomon his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE STORY OF SOLOMON THE WISE 

A fter his father's death, Solomon married the 
daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. His bro- 
ther Adonijah, who had rebelled, begged of Solo- 
mon to give him as his wife the beautiful Shunammite 
Abishag, who had been nurse to David during his latter 
days, but Solomon was angry and caused Adonijah to be 
put to death, and he also caused to be slain J oab, the cap- 
tain of David's host, and Shimei who had cursed David, 
and Abiathar the priest, who had also forsaken David. 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared unto Solomon in a 
dream and said, '‘Ask what I shall give thee." And 
Solomon said, “Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant 
David my father great mercy, according as he walked 
before Thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in up- 
rightness of heart with Thee; and Thou hast kept for 
him this great kindness, that Thou hast given him a son 
to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And now, O Lord my 
God, Thou hast made Thy servant king instead of David 
my father; and I am but a little child: I know not how to 
go out or come in. And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy 
people which Thou hast chosen, a great people, that can- 
not be numbered nor counted for multitude. G: ve therefore 
Thy servant an understanding he. rt to judge Thy pegple, 
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that T may discern between <^ood and bad: for who 
is able to judge so great a people?" And it pleased 
the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing. And Me 
said unto him, '‘Because thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked 
riches for thyself, no’‘ hast asked the life of thine enemies; 
but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judge- 
ment ; behold, I have done according > to thy words : lo, I 
have given thee a wise and an understanding heart ; so that 
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee 
shall any arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee 
that which thou hast not asked, both riches and honour : 
so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto 
thee all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in My ways, to 
keep My statutes and My commandments, as thy father 
David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days." 

When Solomon returned to J erusalem, his wisdom was put 
to a practical test. Two women living in the same house had 
each a child bom to her, and one of the babes died in the 
night, whereupon its mother placed the dead child beside 
the other woman, taking the hving child, and declaring it 
to be her own. The two women were now brought before 
King Solomon, who decided the question in a simple way 
that has become proverbial. He ordered that a sword should 
be brought, and that the living child should be cut in two, 
one ha’f being given to each woman. On this, the tme 
mother cried out, " O my lord, give her the living child, 
and in no wise slay it." But the other said, "Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it, as my lord hath said." 
Then the king declared that the child shoul4 not be slain, 
but shoulc* be given to the woman 'ho had shewn by 
pleading for its life th^ t she was its mother.. 
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And now began a long era of peace for the kingdom of 
Israel and Judah. From Dun to Beersheba each man dwelt 
safely under his vine and under his fig-tiee, and this con- 
tinued the greater part of the reign ot Solomon. Solomon 
had enormous wealth. It is recorded that he made silver 
and gold at Jerusalem as plenteous as stones. He had no 
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less than 40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots and 12,000 
horsemen. And God gave him, moreover, wisdom and un- 
derstanding exceeding that of any other man, and people 
came from all parts to hear his wisdom, and the p'overbs 
that he spake, and the songs that he made. 

There being rest on every side, Solomon now set about 
building the Temple, first sending to Hiram, King of Tyre, 
who had been a friend of David, asking him to command 
his servants to hev down cedar trees in Lebancn, for that 
there were no men amongst the children of Israel with 
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skill to hew timber like unto Sidouians. Solomon said 
that he would pay the hire of the men, and would send 
his own servants to work with them. And Hiram rejoict^ 
greatly that the son of his old friend should have put his 
hand to this great worK, and he readily promised \hai? 
his men should hew the cedar and fir, and bring them 
down to the sea, whence they would be conveyed by floats 
and discharged at Joppa, to be brought to Jerusalem. 

So Hiram and Solomon made a league together, and 
Hiram gave Solomon the cedar and fir, and Solomon 
gave Hiram wheat and oil for food for his household year 
by year. Solomon raised a levy of 30,000 men to go to work 
in Lebanon, 10,000 to go each month, so that the men were 
in Lebanon one month and at home for two months. He 
had also 30,000 that bare burdens, and 40,000 hewers in 
the mountains, besides the 3,300 officers who were ap- 
pointed to oversee the work. And Solomon's and Hiram's 
men hewed great stones for the foundations of the 
Temple. Hiram also, at Solomon's request, sent a man 
skilled in working in gold, silver, brass and iron, in purple 
and crimson and blue, so that he might help the skilled 
men whom David had already provided. 

In the second month of the fourth year of Solomon's 
reign the great building was begun at Jerusalem, in Mount 
Moriah, in the place that David had bought from Oman 
the Jebusite. It was built of stone made ready before 
it was brought thither, so that there was no sound of 
axe or hammer or any tool in the house while the men 
were building. 

The porch was overlaid with pure gold, and the greater 
house ".eileu with fir, and overlaid witL gold. The beams 
and posts and walls a ‘d doors were also Qverlaid with 
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gold, and precious ston s were used in the decoration. 
The most holy place also was overlaid with gold, and there 
were the two golden Cherubim whose outstretched wings 
n^easured twenty cubits from tip to tip, and whose faces 
Were towards the house. The veil was of blue and purple 
and crimson and fine linen, on which figures of Cherubim 
were embroidered. Solomon made also an altar of brass, 
twenty cubits long, twenty broad, and ten feet high, and 
he made a molten sea which stood upon twelve oxen, 
three looking north, three east, three south, and three 
west. 

The sea was a handbreadth thick, and the brim was 
worked with flowers and lilies. He made also the golden 
lavers and candlesticks and tables and the basins of gold, 
also the golden snuffers and spoons and censors. 

Huram, a skilled workman from Tyre, made the pots 
and shovels and basins, the pillars and chapiters, and the 
two wreaths to cover the pommels of the chapiters, and 
four hundred pomegranates on the two wreaths. He made 
also the lavers and the sea with the twelve oxen under it. 

Everything was done in accordance with the directions 
given of old by the Lord to Moses, and in the eighth month 
of the eleventh year of Solomon's reign, more than seven 
years after the first stone was laid, the building was finished. 

Then Solomon assembled all the people and the priests, 
and brought the Ark of God (in which were the two tables 
of stone which Moses put there at Mount Horeb) into the 
most holy place, under the wings of the Cherubim. When 
the priests came out of the holy place, and while the trum- 
peters and singers were praising the Lord, a cloud filled 
the Temple, and the priests could not minister because the 
glory of th3 lord had filled the Hcase of the Lord. 
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Then spake Solomon, "The Lord said that he would 
dwell in the thick darkness. I have surely built Thee an 
house to dwell irx, a settled place for Thee to abide in <or 
ever/' And he turned his face about, and blessed ^11 
the congregation of Israel, aU the congregation of Is- 
rael Standing. And he said, " Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, which spake with His mouth unto David my father, 
and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying, ‘Since the day 
that I brought forth My people Israel out of Egypt, I 
chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an 
house, that My name might be therein ; but I chose David 
to be over My people Israel/ And it was in the heart of 
David my father to build an house for the name of the 
Lord God of Israel. And the Lord said unto David my 
father, ' Whereas it was in thine heart to build an house 
unto My nafne, thou didst well that it was in thine heatt. 
Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house, but thy son, 
that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build che 
house unto My name.' And the Lord hath performed His 
word that He spake, and I am risen up in the room of 
David my fatjier, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the 
Lord promised, and have built an house for the name of 
the Lord God of Israel. And I have set there-^ place for 
the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, which He 
made with our fathers, when He brought them out of the 
land c5 Egypt." 

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord, in 
the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and 
spreading forth his hancjs toward heaven, he said, "Lord 
God. of Israel, there is no God like Thee, in heaven 
above, or on earth beneatn, who ke'>pest covenant and 
njercy with Thy sei /ants that walk bei(pr^ Thee with 
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all their heart. Who habt kept with Thy servant David my 
father all that Thou didst promise him: Thou spakest also 
with Thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with Thine hand, as 
it is this day. Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep 
wHh Thy servant David my father that Thou promisedst 
him, saying, ‘There shall not fail thee a man in My sight 
to sit on the throne of Israel; so that thy children take 
heed to their way, that they walk before Me as thou hast 
walked before Me.’ And now, O God of Israel, let Thy 
Word, I pray Thee, be verified, which Thou spakest unto 
Thy servant David my father. 

“ But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the 
heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot contain Thee; 
how much less this house that I have builded! Yet 
have Thou respect unto the prayer of Thy servant, 
and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto 
the cry and to the prayer which Thy servant prayeth 
before Thee to-day. That Thine eyes may be open to- 
ward this house night and day, even toward the place 
of which Thou hast said, ‘My name shall be there'; 
that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which Thy ser- 
vant shall make toward this place. And hearken Thou to 
the supplication of Thy servant, and of Thy people Israel, 
when they shall pray toward this place : and hear Thou in 
heaven Thy dwelling place, and when Thou hearest, for- 
give. 

“If any man trespass againsthis neighbour, and an oath be 
laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath come be- 
fore Thine altar in this house, then hear Thou in heaven, and 
do, and judge Thy servants, condemning the wicked, to 
bring his way upon his head; and justifying the righteous, 
to give him according to his right ‘ousness. When Thy 
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people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, because 
they have sinned against Thee, and shall turn again to 
Thee, and confess Thy Name, and pray, and make suppli- 
cation unto Thee in this house; then hear Thou 'in 
heav^'n, and forgive the sin of Thy people Israel, and bring 
them again unto the land which Thou gavest unto their 
fathers. 

“When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, be- 
cause they have sinned against Thee, if they pray toward 
this place, and confess Thy name, and turn from their 
sin, when Thou afflictest them; then hear Thou in heaven, 
and forgive the sin of Thy servants, and of Thy people 
Israel, that Thou teach them the good way wherein they 
should walk, and give them rain upon Thy land, which 
Thou hast given to Thy people for an inheritance. 

“If there be in the landfamine,if there be pestilence, blast- 
ing, mildew, locust, or if there be caterpillar; if their enemy 
besiege them in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague, 
whatsoever sickness there be; what prayer and supplica- 
tion soever be made by any man, or by all Thy people 
Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own 
heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house; then 
hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose 
heart Thou knowest , (for Thou, even Thou only, knowest 
the hearts of all the children of men;) that they may fear 
Thee all the days that they live in the land which Thou 
gavest unto our fathers. 

“Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of Thy 
people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for Thy 
name's sake (for the^” shall hear of Thy great name, and 
of Thy stiong hnnd, cn^ of Thy stretched-&ut? arm) ; when 
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he shall come and pray ! )ward this house, hear thou in 
heaven Thy dwelling-place, and do according to all that 
the stranger calleth to Thee for, that all people of the 
earth may know Thy name, to fear Thee, as do Thy people 
Israel; and that they may know that this house, which I 
have builded is called by Thy Name. 

‘‘If Thy people go out to battle against their enemy, 
whithersoeverThoushalt send them, and shall pray unto the 
Lord toward the city which Thou hast chosen, and toward 
the house that I have built for Thy name, then hear Thou 
in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and main- 
tain their cause. If they sin against Thee (for there is no 
man that sinnethnot), and Thou be angry with them, and 
deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away 
captives unto the land of the enemy, far or near: Yet if 
they shall bethink themselves in the land whither they 
were carried captives, and repent, and make supplication 
unto Thee in the land of them that carried them captive, 
saying, ' We have sinned, and havedone perversely, we have 
committed wickedness': and so return to Thee with all 
their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their 
enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto 
Thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their 
fathers, the city which Thou hast chosen, and the house 
which I have built for Thy name; then hear Thou their 
prayer and their supplication in heaven Thy dwelling-place, 
and maintain their cause, and forgive Thy people that have 
sinned against Thee, and all their transgressions wherein 
they have transgressed against Thee, and give them com- 
passion before them who earned them captive, that vhey 
may have compassion on them : for they be Thy people, 
and Thine inheritance, which Thou 1 ^roughtest forth outbf 
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Egypt* from the midst of the hrmace of iron. For Thou 
didst separate them from among all the people of the- 
earth, to be Thine inheritance, as Thou spakest by the 
hand of Moses Thy servant, when Thou broughtest our 
fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God."' 

Then Solomon arose from kneeling with his hands spread 
up to heaven and stood and blessed all Israel, telhng them 
to let their hearts be perfect with the Lord their God, to 
walk in His statutes, and to keep His commandments, as 
at this day. And they offered sacrifices and made a great 
feast, and on the eighth day the people returned to their 
homes with joyful hearts, praising God for all His good- 
ness. 

Then King Solomon gave to Hiram of Tyre thirty cities, 
for that Hiram had furnished him with cedar and fir and 
gold. The Gentiles, the people that were still left in the land, 
whom the Israelites had not conquered, Solomon made to 
be bondservants, but of the children of Israel he made no 
bondmen. Solomon also made a great navy of ships on 
the shore of the Red Sea, and Hiram sent his sailors in 
the ships with ^he servants of Solomon, and they fetched 
gold from Ophir, and presented it to the king. 

Now the Queen of Sheba heard of the great* fame of 
Solomon, and she came to Jerusalem with a great retinue, 
and with camels bearing spices and gold and precious 
stones. And when she saw all this state and magnificence 
and heard the wisdom of the king, she said, Thy wisdom 
and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. Happy 
are thy men, happy are tjiese thy servants which stand 
continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed 
be the Lord thy God which delighted in thee, to set thee 
on +he throne of Israel, , because the Lord lo’^ed# Israel for 
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ever, therefore made He thee king to do judgement and 
justice/' Then the Queen presented to the king the gold and 
spices and precious stones, and Solomon gave to her what- 
soever she asked, and she returned to her own country. 

Solomon's ships brought him so much gold that he made 
two hundred targets and three hundred shields of beaten 
gold, and he made a great throne of ivory, which he over 
laid with pure gold. The throne had six steps, and on each 
step stood a lion, with a lion also at each side of the 
throne itself. All his drinking vessels were of pure gold. 
He had also a navy at Tarshish which brought him gold 
and ivory, apes and peacocks, so that his riches exceeded 
that of all other kings of the earth. 

But when Solomon was old, his Philistine wives turned 
away his heart after other gods, and his hear^ was not per- 
fect with the Lord his God. And the Lord was angry with 
him and stirred up many enemies against him, and tcid 
him that He would rend his kingdom from his sen, leav- 
ing him only one tribe for the sake of David. 

Amongst Solomon's enemies was Jeroboam, the son of Ne- 
bat, a mighty man of valour. This man the prophet Ahijah 
met outside Jenisalem, and when they two were alone in a 
field Ahijah rent tlie garment of Jeroboam in twelve pieces, 
and told Jeroboam to take ten pieces, for that the king- 
dom would be rent from Solomon and ten tribes would be 
given to Jeroboam, only one tribe being given to Solomon's 
son. When Solomon knew of this, he tried to kill Jeroboam, 
but Jeroboam fled to Egypt, where he stayed until Solo- 
mon's death. 

Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel fo** forty 
years, and after his death, Rehoboam, his son, reigned in 
his stead. 



CHAPTER XIII 

THE KINGS AND ELIJAH 

W HEN REHOBO AM came to the throne, the 
children of Israel gathered together under the 
le? dership of J eroboam, and came to the king to 
ask him to remove from the people the heavy burdens which 
Solomon had put upon them to maintain his royal state. But 
Rehoboam, preferring the advice of the young men who had 
grown up wi^h him to that of the elders, spoke roughly to 
them and refused their demands, whereupon the children 
of Israel rebelled against him and made Jeroboam their 
king, so that only the tribe of Judah, to which he him- 
self belonged, was left to Rehoboam. Jeroboam built She- 
chem in Mount Ephraim, and dwelt there; but Jerusalem, 
where stood th 2 Temple, was in the hands of Rehoboam. 
Now Jeroboam was afraid that if the people went to 
Jerusalem to worship, they would turn again to Rehoboam. 
So he made two calves of gold, and set one in Bethel and 
the other in Dan, and said to the people, ‘‘ It is too much 
for you to go up to Jerusalem to worship: behold thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt.*' Also Jeroboam made priests of the lowest of the 
people, and ordained a fea^t and offered sacrifices, causing 
the people to sin. 

Then Goi sent a prophet out of Ji.dah to prophesy 
against Jeroboam as 1 e stood by the altar, ^nd when 
129 9 
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Jeroboam put forih his hand to lay hold of him, the 
hand withered, and the altar was rent, and the ashes poured 
oat from it. Jeroboam, in affright, begged the prophet to 
entreat God to restore him the use of his hand, and God 
granted his request, but when the king asked the prophet 
to come home and eat and drink with him, he refused, say- 
ing that the Lord had forbidden him to eat bread or drink 
water in that place, or to return by the way he had come. 
So the prophet went towards home by another way. 

Now an old prophet who lived at Bethel went after him 
and found him sitting under an oak tree, and begged him to 
go home with him and eat bread. But again the prophet 
refused. Then the old prophet told him a lying story, and 
said : 'T am a prophet also as thou art, and an angel spake to 
me by the word of the Lord, saying, ' Bring him back with 
thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink 
water.'*' Upon this the man of God allowed himself to be 
persuaded, and he went home with the old man and ate 
bread and drank water. 

This act of disobedience brought a terrible punishment. 
As the prophet again took his way home a lion met 
him by the way and killed him, leaving his ass untouched. 
And certain men passed by and saw a lion standing by 
the body, and they came and told it to the old prophet, 
and he went out and brought back the dead body and 
buried it in his own sepulchre. 

Despite this terrible lesson Jeroboam returned not from 
his evil ways. Judah also did evil in the Lord's sight during 
the reign of Rehoboam, and made groves and worshipped 
images, after the manner of the surrounding nations, 
instead of followitig the Lord. Wherefore Shisnak ^ung of 
Egypt came against Jerusalem ai.d took away the tsea- 
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sures of the Temple, and of the king's house. He also car- 
ried away the shields of gold which Solomon had made, 
and Rehoboam made brazen shields in their stead. 

There was war between Jeroboam and Rehoboam all th^ir 
days. And when JeroboaxTi had reigned seventeen years, Rt^ 
hoboam died and w?s succeeded by Abijam, who reigned a 
very short time and was followed by his son Asa. Asa 
reigned forty-one years, and did that which was right in 
the eyes of the Lord, and removed the idols that had been 
set up. 

Early in Asa's long reign Jeroboam died, and was suc- 
ceeded by other kings, all of whom walked not in the 
ways of David and Solomon their fathers, until Ahab, who 
came to the throne in the thirty-eighth year of King Asa's 
reign, and of whom it is written that he did more to pro- 
voke the Lord God to anger than all the Kings of Israel that 
were before‘him. He took as his wife, Jezebel, the daughter 
of the king of the Zidonians, and he worshipped Baal, ahd 
set up an altar to Baal in Samaria, which was now the 
capital of the kings of Israel. 

Then Elijah the Tishbite was sent to prophesy against 
Ahab, and to tell him that there would be neither dew 
nor rain in the land because of his sins. Elijah himself, 
by the command of God, hid by the brook Cherith, and 
drank of the brook, and was fed by ravens which God sent 
to brin^ him food. Wnen the brook dried up, God sent him 
to Zarephath in Zidon to the house of a widow, telling him 
that this widow would give him food. Elijah met the 
widow woman as she was gathering sticks at the gate 
of the city, and he asked her to fetch him a little water to 
drink and a morsel of bread. But the widow answered that 
she had only a handfi 1 of meal in a barrel, ?|.nd a little oil 
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in a cruse, and tha^, she was gathering the sticks that she 
might go in and prepare tbeir last meal before they shpuld 
d,’3. Then Elijah told her not to fear, bat to bake him a 
cake with the meal, and afterwards to make one for^er- 
relf and her son, for that God had promised that the barrel 
of meal and cruse of oil should last until the day when 
rain should descend on the land. And it was as the prophet 
had said, and Elijah and the widow and her son had food 
for many days. 

Now it befell that the widow's son fell sick, and there was 
no breath in him, and his mother came to Elijah in grhat 
distress. Wherefore Elijah took the boy and carried him 
up into a loft where he slept, and stretched himself upon 
the child three times, and cried to the Lord, “ O Lord, my 
God, I pray Thee, let this child’s soul come into him again.” 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of 
the child came into him again, and he revived. Then Elijaji 
took him and brought him down out of the loft, and de- 
livered him into his mother’s arms and said, “ See, thy 
son liveth.” And the woman said, “ Now by this I know 
that thou art a man of God, and that the Word of the Lord 
in thy mouth is truth." 

Now the famine was sore in Samaria, and Ahab called 
Obadiah, the governor of his house, a just and God-fearing 
man, who on a day had hidden a hundred prophets of the 
Lord from the tury of Jezebel, and told him to go through- 
out the land to all the fountains of water and the brooks 
to see if he could find any grass for the horses and mtiles. 

As Obadiah went on his way he met Elijah, who had 
been bidden by God to tell Ahab that He would stay the 
famine, and send lain upon the earth. "Go, tell the king,” 
said he, "Behold! Elijah is here!” 1-ut Obadiah was afrajd. 
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and said: “ As soon as I am gone from thee the Spirit of 
the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not, and when I 
come and tell Aha b, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me.” 

And Elijah said: “As the Lord of hosts liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will surely show myself imto him to-day.’ 

So Obadiah went and told Ahab, and Ahab came 
forth to meet Elijah, and said: “Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?” And Elijah ansv.ered, “ I have not 
troubled Israel, but thou and thy father’s house, in that 
ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and 
thou hast followed Baal.” Then Elijah asked of the king 
that he wouid gather together upon Mount Carmel all 
Israel, and when this was done, Elijah came unto all the 
people, and said, “ How long halt ye between two 
opinions? If the Lord be God, follow Him : but if Baal, 
then follow him.” And the people answered him not a 
word. Then ’said Elijah unto the people, " I, even I only, 
remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets are 
four hundred and fifty men. Let them therefore give us 
two bullocks ; and let them choose one bullock for them- 
selves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no 
fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it 
on wood, and put no fire under. And c^Il ye on the name 
of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord; and 
the God +hat answereth by fire, let him be God.” And 
all the people answered and said, “ It is well spoken.” And 
Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, “ Choose you one 
bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; 
and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.” 
And they took the bullock, which was given them, and they 
dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning 
even until noon, saying “ 0 Baal, hear usi ” But there was 
no voice, nor any sign from the heavens. 
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And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, 
and said, " Cry aloud ; for he is a god : either he is talking, or 
he is pursuing, or he is on a journey, or peradventure he 
sLepeth, and must be awaked.” And the prophets cried 
aloud, and cut themselves, after tl.eir manner, with knives 
and lancets, till the blood gushed o’-.t upon them. And 
when midday was passed, they prophesied until the time 
of the offering of the evening sacrifice, but there was nei- 
ther voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 

Then Elijah said unto all the people, "Come near 
unto me.” And all the people came near unto him; 
and he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken 
down. And he took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
word of the Lord came, saying, " Israel shall be thy name 
and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
Lord, and he made a trench about the altar, as great as 
would contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood 
in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the 
wood, and said, " Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on 
the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.” And he said, “ Do it 
the second time;” and they did it the second time. And he 
said, “ Do it the third time;” and they did it the third time. 
And the water ran round about the altar; and it filled the 
trench also. 

And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet drew near, 
and said, “ Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, 
let it be known this day that Thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am Thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at Thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me; that this 
people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that 
Thou hast tumed their heart back again.” Then the fire of 
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the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water 
that was in the trench. And when all the people saw % 
they fell on their faces; and they said, “ The Lord, He is 
the God! the Lord, He is the God!” And Elijah said untp 
them, “ Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape.” And the^ took them; and Elijah brought them 
down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. And Elijah 
said unto Ahab, " Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is 
a sound of abundance of rain.” So Ahab went up to eat and 
to drink; and Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he 
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between 
his knees, and said to his servant, " Go up now, look toward 
the sea.” And he went up, and looked, and said, ” There is 
nothmg.” And he said, "Go again seven times.”And it came 
to pass tha^’ at the seventh time the servant said, " Behold, 
there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s 
hand.”And Elijahsaid, "Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.” 
And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the heaven 
was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain 
And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. And the hand of the 
Lord was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran 
before Ahab to the entrance of J ezreel. 

Now Jezebel was very wroth when she heard what 
had been done, and she declared that Ehj ah should die, so 
he fled for his life aud came to Beersheba, where he left 
his servant. From this city the prophet went a day’s jour- 
ney into the wilderness and at last, overcome by weari- 
ness, he sat down under a juniper tree, and begged God to 
let him die. 

But as be lay cind sl^^t, an angel touched nim, and said, 
” Arise and eat.” And ae looked, and, bdRold, there was a 
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cake baked on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head : 
and he did eat and drink, and laid him down again. And the 
argel of the Lord came again the second time, and touched 
him, and said, " Arise and eat; because the journey is too 
great for thee.” And he arose, and did eat and drink, and 
went in the strength of that meat forty days aiid forty nights 
unto Horeb the mount of God. And he came thither unto a 
cave, and lodged there ; and, behold, the word of the Lord 
came to him, and He said unto him, “ What doest thou 
here, Elijah?” And he answered, “ I have been very jealous 
for the Lord God of hosts ; for the children of Israel have 
forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thii.e altars, and 
slain Thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” And He said, 
" Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord.” 
And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks, 
but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind 
an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 
and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not 
in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And 
it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his 
face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering 
in of the cave. And behold, there came a voice imto him, 
and said, “ What doest thou here, Elijah?” And he said, “ I 
have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts; because 
the children of Israel have forsaken 1 hy covenant, thrown 
down Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword ; 
and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take 
it away.” 

But God said: “Yet I have left Me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which have n it bowed to Baal, and 
every mouth which hath not kissed him.” 
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Then the prophet was told to go to Damascus and to 
anoint Elisha, the son of Shaphat to be prophet after him. 

So Elijah departed and found Elisha ploughing wi?h 
twelve yoke of oxen, and he cast his mantle upon hin. 
Then Elisha left the oxen and ran after Elijah and Said, 

" Let -ne, I pray the**, kiss my father and my mother, and 
then I will follow chee.” And this he did, and went after 
Elijah and ministered to him. 

And Benhadad king of Syria, gathered all his host to- 
gether, and with him were thirty-two other kings, and 
they sent messages to Ahab demanding tribute. And Ahab 
made answer to Benhadad and said, “ My lord, O king, 
according to thy will be it done; ” but when other more 
stringent demands were made, Ahab refused, whereupon 
Benhudad sent unto him and swore by his gods that he 
would humble Samaria into the dust. And Ahab replied, 
" Let not him that girdeth on his armour boast himself as 
one that putteth it off.” Then the Syrians came and be- 
sieged the city of Samaria, but the Lord fought for Israel, 
and the Syrians were utterly defeated with great slaughter. 
Again they came against the Israelites in the valleyofAphek, 
for they said, “ Their gods are gods of the hills,” and they 
thought that if they fought in the plains they would surely 
overcome them. The Syrians were so numerous That they 
fiUed the country, while the Israelites were so small in com- 
parison that they were like two little flocj^s of kids. But 
again the Syrians were defeated and great numbers were 
slain. The survivors fled to Aphek, where a wall fell on 
them and killed thousands of those that w'ere left. After 
these repeated calamities,5enhadad promised to restore the 
cities he had taken, and Ahab spared his life, and made a 
covenant with him. But'the Lord was angry with Ahab for 
this weakness, and senv to him a prophet wha said, " Thus 
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saith the Lord, ‘ Because thou hast let go out of thy hand 
a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore 
thy life shall go for his life, end thy people for his people.”' 

Hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria, Naboth 
the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which the king coveted. 
And Ahab spake onto Naboth, saying, “Gh’e me thy vine- 
yard, that I may have it for a garden cf herbs, because it 
is near unto my house : and I will give thee for it a better 
vineyard; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the 
worth of it in money.” And Naboth said to Ahab, “The 
Lord forbid that I should give the inheritance of my fathers 
unto thee.” 

And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased be- 
cause of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken 
to him ; and he laid him down upon his bed, and turned 
away his face, and would eat no bread. 

But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said, “Why is thy 
spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? "And he said unto her, 
“ Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and sa’d unto 
him, ‘ Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please 
thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it:’ and he an- 
swered, ‘ I will not give thee my vineyard.’ ’’And Jezebel his 
wife said unto him, “ Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
Israel? Arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry : 
I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” So 
she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his 
seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to th'' nobles 
that were in his city dwelling with Naboth. And she wrote 
in the letters, saying, “Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
high among the people; and set two men, sons of Belial, 
before him, to bear witness against him, sa5dng, ' Thou didst 
blaspheme God ard the king ' ; ano then carry him out, and 
stone him. that he may die.” 
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And’ the men of his city, even ihe elders and the 
nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as 
Jezebel had commanded them, and as it was writtJn 
in the letters which she had sent unto them. They pr9- 
claimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people; 
And there came in two men, children of Belial, and 
sat before him: aad the men of Belial witnessed against 
him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, 
saying, "Naboth did blaspheme God and the king.” Then 
they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with 
stones, that he died. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, 
"Naboth is st med, and is dead.” And it came to pass, when 
Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, 
that she said to Ahab, "Arise, take possession of the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee 
for money: 'or Naboth is not alive, but is dead.” 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was 
dead, that he rose up to go down to the vineyard of Nabojh 
the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. And the word of the 
Lord came to Elijah, saying, " Arise, go down to meet 
Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: behold, he is 
in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to 
possess it. And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, ‘ Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession?’ 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, ‘ Thus saith the 
Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.’ ” And Ahab said unto 
Elijah, " Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?” And he an- 
swered, " I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself 
to work evil in the sight of the Lord. Behold, He will 
bring evil upon thee and will take a\yay thy pos- 
terity.” 

Elijah told Ahab also that Jezebel should die. because of 
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her sin, and that che whole house of Ahab should be 
utterly destroyed. 

When Ahab heard these words, he re*)t his clothes and 
fasted and lay in sackcloth; and the Lord repented when 
He saw how Ahab had humbled himself, and said that 
the evil should not fall upon Ahab's house Li his da ys, but 
in the days of his son. 

War between Syria and Israel continued for three years, 
and in the third year the good king Jchoshaphat the son of 
Asa, who had succeeded his father as king of Judah, came to 
visit Ahab. Ahab asked him if he would be willing to go 
with him to try and get back their city of Rjnoth-Gilead, 
which the Syrians had taken, and Jehoshaphat said that he 
would. Then Ahab asked advice of his prophets, who falsely 
told him that God would deliver the city into his hand. But 
when the prophet Micaiah came, he said, “ I all Israel 
scattered upon the hills as sheep that have not a shepherd: 
and the Lord said, ‘ These have no master; let them return 
every man to his house in peace.'” Micaiah warned Ahab 
that God had put a lying spirit into the mouth of the other 
prophets, so that Ahab might be persuaded to go to 
Ramoth-GUead. Then Ahab was very angrj' with the pro- 
phet, and commanded that he should be kept in prison 
until he returned in peace, but Micaiah said, “ If thou re- 
turn at aU in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me.” 

So the kings of Israel and Judah went together to do 
battle with the Syrians, Jehoshaphat wearing his robes, 
and Ahab being disguised. And the King of Syria com- 
manded his men that they should fight neither with small 
nor great, save only with the King of Israel, so they pur- 
sued Jehoshaphat, thinking he v'as Ahab, until finding 
their mistake, they left him. His disj uise did not save Ahab, 
for a certain man drew a bow at a venture and struck him 
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between the joints of his armour, wherefore he commanded 
the driver of his chariot to take him out of the host. And 
they supported him in his chafiot till even, when he die3. 
For twenty years had he reigned in Israel, and he wds 
buried in Samaria, and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.' 

Novv Ahaziah was an evil man, and served Baal, and 
having been sorely hurt by falling down through a lattice 
in an upper chamber, he sent messengers to Baal-zebub, 
the god of Ekron, to ask if he should recover. But God sent 
Elijah to meet his messengers, and to bid them say to 
Ahaziah, " Is it because there is not a God in Israel that ye 
go to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? Thou shalt 
not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, 
but shalt surely die.” Now Ahaziah was surprised that 
the messengers returned so quickly, but they said that 
they had m^t a hairy man, girt with a girdle of leather 
about his loins, and they repeated his message. 
And Ahaziah said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.” Than 
he sent a captain with fifty men, who came to Elijah 
where he sat on the top of a hill, and said, " Thou 
man of God, the king hath said, ‘ Come down.' ” And 
Elijah answered, " If I be a man of God, then let fire come 
down from heaven and consume thee a^d thy fifty.” And 
there came down fire from heaven and consumed* him and 
his fifty. A second time a captain of fifty with his men 
were sent, who said, “ O man of God, thus .hath the king 
said, ‘ Come down quickly.’ ” Elijah made the same answer 
and again fire came down and consumed the men. Again a 
third fifty were sent, but the captain fell down at Elijah’s 
feet and begged that their lives might be spared, where- 
fore Elijah went down mth them to the king, and gave 
him God’s message. So idiaziah died, haVing reigned only 
two years, and as he liad no son, Jehoram, cot) of Ahab, 
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reigned in his stead. He began to reign in the eighteenth 
year of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. 

And it came to pass, that' the Lord purposed to take up 
Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind. And Elijah said unto 
Elisha as they went on the way from Gilgal, “ Tarry 
here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel.” 
And Elisha said unto him, “ As the Lord liveth, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” So they went down to 
Bethel. And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel 
came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, “ Knowest thou 
that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head 
to-day?” And he said, “Yea, I knowit; hold ye your peace.” 
And Elijah said unto him, “ Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee ; 
for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho.” And he said, " As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” 
So they journeyed together to Jericho. And the sons of 
the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said 
unto him, “ Knowest thou that the Lord will take away 
thy master from thy head to-day?" And he answered, 
“Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.” And Elijah said 
unto him, “Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the Lord hath 
sent me to Jordan.” And he said, “As the Lord liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” And fifty 
men of the sons of the prophet went, and stood afar 
off to view: and they two went on and stood by Jordan. 
And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, 
and smote the waters, and they were divided hitner and 
thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. And 
it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah 
said unto Elisha, " Ask what I shall do for tl^ee, before 
I be taken away from thee.” And Elisha said," I pray thee, 
let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.” And he 
said, “ Thm hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou 
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see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; 
but if not, it shall not be so." And it came to pass, as they 
still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared’a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them bolh 
asunder; and Elijah weiit up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father! the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." 



CHAPTER XIV 

THE KINGS AND ELISHA 

E lisha took the mantle that fell from Elijah; 
and smote the waters, and said, Where is the 
Lord God of Elijah? " and the waters parted 
hither and thither, and Elisha went over. And when the 
sons of the prophets who had been spectators of the scene 
by the river Jordan saw him, they said, “ The spirit of 
Elijah doth rest on Elisha.'" And they came meet him, 
and bowed themselves to the ground before him. And they 
said xmto him,'' Behold now, there be with thy servants fifty 
strong men ; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy mas- 
ter, lest peradventure the Spirit of the Lord hath taken 
him up, and cast him upon some mountain or into some 
valley." And he said, "Ye shall not send." And when they 
urged him till he was ashamed, he said, "Send." They 
sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but 
found him not. And when they came again to him at 
Jericho, he said unto them, " Did I not say unto you, ' Go 
not?" " And the men of the city said onto Elisha, "Behold, 
the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: 
but the water is naught, and the ground barren." And 
he said, " Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein." 
And they brought it to him. And he went forth unto the 
spring of the wat2rs, and cast tht salt in there, and said, 
" Thus saHh the Lord, ' I have healed these waters; there 
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shall not be from thence any more deatn or barren land/ 
So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the 
saying of Elisha \viiich he spakex 

Jehoram the son of Ahab now ruled over Israel. He di4 
less evil than his father and mother, and pdt away the? 
image of Baal; nevertheless his hearf was not right 
with God, and h^: made Israel to sin. In his reign the 
King of Moab rebelled, and Jehoram, together with 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and the King of Edom, went 
out against him. And they were distressed for want of 
water for their hosts and for the cattle, but Elisha caused 
water to com^ by the way of Edom, and also promised 
them victory over the Moabites. The Moabites, seeing the 
sun shining on the water, thought it was blood, and that 
the kings had turned and slain one another. So they came 
to the cam^; of the Israelites to get the spoil, and the 
Israelites felLon them and put them to flight. And the kings 
beat down the cities of the Moabites and filled the good 
pieces of land with stones, and stopped all the wells of 
water and felled all the good trees. 


Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the 
prophets came unto Elisha, saying, '^Thy servant my 
husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did 
fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him 
my two sons to be bondmen.'' And Elisha said unto her. 
What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the 
house?" And she said, '‘Thine handmaid hath not anything 
in the house, save a pot of oil." Then he said, " Go, borrow 
thee vessels abroad of afl thy neighbours, evep empty ves- 
sels; borrov' not a few. \nd when thou irt come in, thou 
shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sojis and shalt 

lO 



146 Stories;frorr the Old Testament 

pour out from the ^)ot into all those vessels, and thou shalt 
set aside those which are full." So she went from him, and 
her sons brought vessels to her from the neighbours and 
they shut the door upon them and she poured out. Ahd it 
came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said 
vmto one of her sons, " Bring me yet ? vessel." And he said 
unto her, " There is not a vessel more." .lind the oil stayed. 
Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, 
“ Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy 
children of the rest.' " 


And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem,where 
was a great woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. 
And so it was that as oft as he passed by, he turned in 
thither to eat bread. And she said unto her husband, “ Be- 
hold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which 
passeth by us continually. Let us make a little chamber, I 
pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, 
and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick : and it shall be, 
when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.” So 
the next time that the prophet came th^her he turned 
into the chamber and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his 
servant, " Call this Shunammite.” And when he had called 
her, she stood before him. And he said unto Gehazi, “Say 
now unto her, ‘ Behold thou hast been careful for us with all 
this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be 
spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host?’" She 
answered, “ I dwell among mine own people." And he said 
“What then is to be done for her?” Gehazi answered, 
“ Verily she hath no child, and ht- husband is old." And he 
said, “Call her." And when he had i ailed her, sh'; stood in the 
door. And. EUsha said, “ In due season thou shalt embrace a 
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son.” But she said, " Nay, my lord, thou man of God,* do 
not He imto thine handmaid.” 

And it was as’£li§ha had said unto her. Now when the 
child was grown, it fell on a day, that he weqt out to hfr 
father to the reapers. And^e said unto his father, “ My head 
my head!” And he said to a lad, “ Carry him to his mo- 
ther.” When he haa come to his mother, he sat on her knees 
till noon, and then died. And she went up, and laid him 
on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, 
and went out. And she called unto her husband, and said, 
" Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the 
asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again.” 
And he said, " Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? it 
is neither new moon nor sabbath.” And she said, “ It shall 
be well.” Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, 
“ Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding forme, ex- 
cept I bid thee.” So she went, and came unto the man of 
God to Mount Carmel. 

And 'it came to pass, when the man of God saw her 
afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, “ Behold, 
yonder is that Shunammite: run now, I pray thee, to 
meet her; and say imto her, ‘Is it well with thee? is it 
well with thy husband? is it well with th§ child?’ ”^And she 
answered, " It is well.” And when she came to the man 
of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet : but Gehazi 
came near to thrust her away. But the man of God said, 
" Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her; and the 
Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not told me.” Then she 
said, “ Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say. Do not 
deceive me? ” Then he said to Gehazi, “ Gird up thy loins, 
and take my staff in thi'.e hand, and go thy way: if thou 
meet any man, ealute !iim not; and if hny salute thee, 
answer him not again ; and lay my staff upon the face of the 
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child.” But the mother of the child said, “ As the Lord 
liveth and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” And 
because the mother would not be denied, he arose, and 
followed her. And Gehazi passed on before them, and 
laid the staff upon the face of the child ; but there was 
neither voice nor hearing : wherefc*e he returned again 
to his master, and told him, saying, ' The child is not 
awaked.” And when Elisha was come into the house, be- 
hold, the child lay dead upon his bed. He went in there- 
fore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto 
the Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put 
his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and 
his hands upon his hands ; and he stretched himself upon 
the child, and the flesh of the child waxed warm. Then he 
returned, and walked in the house to and fro ; and went 
up, and stretched himself upon him ; and the child sneezed 
seven times, and the child opened his eyes. And he called 
Gehazi, and said, “Call this Shunammite.” So he called Her. 
And when she was come in unto him, he said, “ Take up thy 
son.” Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed' 
herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out. 

And Elisha came again to Gilgal : and there was a dearth 
in the land ; and the sons of the prophets were sitting be- 
fore him : and he said unto his servant, “ Set on the great 
pot, and see the pottage for the sons of the prophets.” And 
one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found 
a wild vine and gathered wild gourds thereof, and came 
and shred them into the pottage ; for they knew 
them not. So they poured out for the men to eat : 
and it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, 
that they cried out, and said, “ t' thou man of God, there 
is death in the pot.” And they co ild not eat thereof. But 
Elisha said, “ Bring meal,” and he cast it into the pot ; 
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and he said, “ Pour out for tiie people, that they may eat.” 
And they did eat and were not harmed. 

And there came a man from - Baal-shalisha, and brought 
the man of God bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of 
barley, and full ears of com in the husk thereof. And he 
said, “ Give unto the people, that they may eat.” And his 
servant said, “What! should I set this before an hundred 
men?” He said again, “Give the people, that they may 
eat : for thus saith the Lord, ‘ They shall eat, and shall 
leave thereof.’ ” So he set it before them, and they did 
eat, and left thereof, according to the word of the Lord. 


Now Naaman, captain of the host of the King of Syria, 
was a great man with his master, and honourable, because 
by him the Lord had given deliverance tmto Syria; he was 
also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. And the 
Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away 
captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she 
waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto her mistress, 
" Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. ’’And one 
went in, and told his lord, saying, “ Thus and thus said the 
maid that is of the land of Israel.” And the King of .Syriasaid 
“ Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the King of Israel.” 
And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, 
and six +housand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 
And he brought the letter to the King of Israel, sa3dng, 
“ Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have 
therewith sentNramanmyservanttothee, that thou mayest 
recover him of his leprosy.” And it came to pass, when the 
King of Israel had read, the letter, that bjs reiit his clothes, 
and said, “Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this man 
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doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? Where- 
fore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel 
against me.” And it was sc, when Elish? the man of God 
had heard that the King of Israel bad rent his clothes, that 
he sent to the king, sa3nng, “ Whei-efore hast thou rent thy 
clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall knew that 
there is a prophet in Israel.” So Naar-'an came with his 
horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the 
house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, 
saying, " Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy fiesh 
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But 
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and sa’d, “ Behold, I 
thought, he will surely come out to me, and, stand and 
call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and heal me. Are not Abana and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus, better than aU tb^ waters of 
Israel? may I notwashin them, and be clean?” So he turned 
and went away in a rage. 

And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and 
said, “ My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great 
thing, wouldest thou not have done it ? how much rather 
then, when he saith to thee, ‘ Wash, and be clean,’ shouldst 
thou not go and do it? ” Then Naaman went down, and 
dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to 
the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again 
like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
And he returned to the man of God, he and all his 
company, and came, and stood before him; and he 
said, " Behold, now I know that there is no God in all 
the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take 
a blessing of thy servant.” But he said, “As the Lord 
liveth, before whom I stand, I wiU receive none.” And he 
urged him to take it; but he refused. And Naaman said. 
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** Shall there not then, I pray th^e, be given to thy servant 
two mules' burden of earth? for thy servant will henceforth 
offer neither burpt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, 
brt unto the Lord. But in this thing the Lord pardon thy 
servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Rim 
mon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I 
bow myself in the house of Rimmon ; when I bow myself in 
the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing." 

And Elisha said unto him, ‘‘Go in peace." So he departed 
from him a little way. But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the 
man of God, said, “Behold, my master hath sparedNaaman 
this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he 
brought ; but, as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and 
take somewhat of him." So Gehazi followed after Naaman. 
And when Naaman saw him running, he lighted down 
from the chariot to meet him, and said, “ Is all well? " And 
be said, “ All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, 
‘ Behold, even now there be come to me from Moimt Eph- 
raim two young men of the sons of the prophets : give them, 
I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments.' " 
And Naaman said,“ Be content, take two talents." And he 
urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, 
with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of 
his servants; and they bare chem before him. And when he 
came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and 
bestow'^^d them in ti e house: and he let the men go, and 
they departed. But he went in, and stood before his master. 
And Elisha said unto him, “ Whence comest thou, Gehazi?" 
And he said, “ Thy servant went no whither." And he said 
unto him, “ Went not n me heart with thee, when the man 
turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to 
receive money, and to receive garments, and olive-yards, 
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and vineyards, and aheep, and oxen, and menservants, and 
maidservants? The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall 
chave unto thee, and unto thy seed for e’^er.” And he went 
out from his master’s presence a leper as white as snow'. > 


And the sons of the prophets said unt^ Elisha, “ Behold 
now, the place where we dwell with thee is too s+rait for us. 
Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence 
every man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where 
we may dwell. And he answered, “ Go ye.” And one said, 
“ Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants.” And 
he answered, “ I will go.” So he went with them. And when 
they came to Jordan, they cut down wood. But as one was 
felling a beam, the axe head fell into the water: and hetcried, 
and said, “Alas, master! for it was borrowed. ”P ndthe man 
of God said, “Where fell it?” And he shewed him the place. 
And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither ; and the iron 
rose to the surface. Therefore said he, “ Take it up to thee.” 
And he put out his hand, and took it. 

The King of Syria warred again against Israel, but Elisha 
was able to tell the King of Israel of his secret plans and 
so save him from danger. And it came to pass that the King 
of S}nia found out what Elisha had done, and he sent horses 
and chariots and a great company of men to Dothan to try 
and take him. Early in the morning Elisha's servant 
arose and saw the great host encompassing the city, and he 
said to Elisha, “Alas, my master! what shall we do?” But 
Elisha said, “ Fear not, for they that be with us are more 
than they that be with them.” 

And Elisha prayed, and said. Lord, I pray thee, open 
his eyes, that he may see.” And the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man, and he saw; and, behold, the mountain was 
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full of horses and chariots of fire.roun(I about Elisha. And 

• 

when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the 
Lord, and said, ‘‘^Smite this pec^le,! pray Thee, with blini- 
ness.” And He smotfe them with blindness according to tlje 
word of Elisha. And Elisjia said unto them, " This is not the* 
way, neither is this the city; follow me, arfd I will bring you 
to the man whom ve seek. ” But he led them to Samaria. And 
it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that 
Elisha said, “Lord, open the eyes of tliesemen, that they 
may see.” And the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; 
and, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. And 
the King of Israel said unto Elisha eagerly, when he 
saw them, “ My father, shall I smite them?” And he an- 
swered," Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite 
those whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and 
with thy bow? Set bread and water before them, that they 
may eat and drink, and go to their master.” And he pre- 
pared great provision for them; and when they had eaten 
and drunk, he sent them away. 

And they went to their master who came with a great 
army and besieged Samaria, and there was a great famine 
because of the siege. The King of Israel, thinking that 
Elisha had brought all this evil upon them, sent to slay 
him, but Elisha said: 

" Hear ye the word of the Lord: Thus saith the Lord, 
To-morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be 
sold for a shekel, and, two measures of barlfey for a shekel, 
in the gate of Samaria.” Then a lord on whose hand the 
king leaned answered the man of God and said, ” Lo, if the 
Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be?” 
And Elisha said, "Behold thou shalt see it with thine eyes 
but shalt not eat thereof.” 

And there ’"-'re four leprous men at the entering in 
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of the gate : and they said one to another, " Why sit 
we here until we die? If we enter into the city, then 
the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and 
if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come and 
'et us fall unto the hosts of the Syrians; if they save us 
alive we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.” 
And they rose up in the twilight to gc unto the camp of 
the Syrians ; and when they were come to the uttermost 
part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there. 
For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a 
noise of chariots and a noise of horses, even the noise of a 
great host: and they said one to another, " I o, the King of 
Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites and 
the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.” Wherefore 
they arose and fled in the twilight and left their tents, and 
their horses, and their asses, even the camp a.= it was, and 
fled for their lives. 

And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the 
camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and 
carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and 
hid it ; and came again, and entered into another tent, and 
carried thence also, and went and hid it. Then they said one 
to another, ” We do not well: this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace : if we tarry till the morning 
light, some mischief will come upon us: now therefore 
come, that we may go and tell the king’s household.” So 
they came and called unto the porter : of the city : end they 
told them, saying, ” We came to the camp of the Syrians, 
and, behold, there was no man there, neither voice of man, 
but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as they were 
when the host of Syrians lay bei■^re the gates.” And the 
porters told it to the king’s household within. 

And the king arose in the night, and said unto his ser- 
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vants, " I will now shew you how the Syrians have sought 
to entrap us. They know that we be hungry; therefore’ are 
they gone out of .the camp to hide themselves in the fieki, 
spying, ‘When the men of Israel come out of the city, we 
shall catch them alive, and get into the city.’ ” And one 
of his servants answered and said, “ Let some take, I pray 
thee, of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, 
and let us send and see whether it be as the king hath said.” 
They took therefore two chariot horses; and the king sent, 
saying, “ Go and see.” And they went after the host of the 
Syrians, unto Jordan; and, lo, all the way was full of 
garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in 
their haste: and the messengers returned, and told the 
king. Wherefore the people went out, and spoiled the tents 
of th** Syrians, and it came to pass that a measure of fine 
flour was 'old for a shekel, and two measures of barley 
for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. 

And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he 
leaned to have the charge of the gate: and because the press 
was exceeding great the people trode upon him in the 
gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake 
when the king came down to him. 

After these things Benhadad king of Syria lay on a bed 
of sickness, and he sent Hazael to Elisha to ask if he should 
recover, but Elisha replied that he should die, and, sa5dng 
so, he wept. When Hazael asked him why he wept, he said 
it was because he ^oresaw the evils that Hazael would 
bring upon the children of Israel. 

But Hazael said, ‘‘ Is thy servant a dog, that he should 
do this great thing? ” And Elisha answered, " The Lord 
hath shewed me that tb ju shalt be king over Syria.” Then 
Hazael went back to his master, and when Benhadad 
asked him whal message he brought, he replied, " He told 
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me that thou shouldcst surely recover.” But the day after- 
wards Hazael took a thick cloth and dipped it in water and 
spread it on his master’s face, so that he died, and Hazael 
reigned in his stead. 

, During this time Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat, reigned 
in Judah. He was a wicked king, and on his death be was 
succeeded by his son Ahaziah, who also did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, for he had married a daughter of Ahab 
king of Israel, and lollowed in the s^eps of his father-in- 
law. Yet for David’s sake the Lord did not destroy Judah. 

Then Elisha called one of the children of the prophets and 
told him to take a box of oil in his hand and go to Ramoth- 
Gilead, and seek there Jehu the son of Nimshi and anoint 
him to be king over Israel. So the young man went 
to Ramoth-Gilead, to the captains of the host, and 
said, “ I have an errand to thee, O captain.” And Jehu 
said, " Unto which of all of us? ” And the young man an- 
swered, ” To thee, O captain.” Then he went into the 
house, and poured the oil on Jehu’s head, telling him that 
God had anointed him to be king over Israel, and that he 
was to smite the whole house of Ahab so that all his seed 
should perish. 

When Jehu told the captains the message the young 
man had brought, they blew the trumpets and said, " Jehu 
is king.” So Jehu conspired against Jehoram king of Israel, 
son of Ahab, who had been wounded in a battle with 
Hazael king of Syria, and had gone to Jezreel to be healed 
of his wounds. Ahaziah king of Judah had also gone to 
Jezreel to see Jehoram. 

Then Jehu rode in a chariot to Jezreel, and the 
watchman on the tower of Jezreel saw a company com- 
ing, and told Jehoram, who sent a horseman to meet 
them and to ask, " Is it peace?” Rut Je’’” said, “What 
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hast thou to do with peace ? turn thee behind me.” Then 
th" watchman told Jehoram that the messenger was not 
returning, so Jehoram sent a^ain a horseman to ask, ‘•Is 
it peace?” And Jehu answered, “What hast thou •to 
do with peace? turn thCe behind me.” The waJchman’agaih 
reported that'the messenger was not returning, and added, 
" The driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; 
for he dtiveth furiously.” Then Jehoram king of Israel 
and Ahaziah king of Judah went each in his chariot, 
and they met Jehu in the portion of Naboth. And Je- 
haram asked, “ Is it peace, Jehu? ” But Jehu replied that 
there could be no peace while the wicked Jezebel was 
alive. 

Then Jehoram turned and fled, and cried out, “ There is 
treachery, O Ahaziah.” And Jehu drew a bow with his full 
strength and killed him, and his body was thrown into the 
field of Naboth, whom Ahab had caused to be put to death. 
Ahaziah also was slain, and his servants carried him in a 
chariot back to Jerusalem, and buried him in the tomb of 
his fathers. 

When Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it, and 
she painted her face and tired her head and looked out at 
a window. And as Jehu came in at the gate, she cried, “ Had 
Zimri peace who slew his master? ” Then Jehu said, “ Who 
is on my side? Who? ” And two attendants looked out of 
the window, and he commanded them tp throw Jezebel 
down.** Thus Jezebel died, having wrought in her lifetime 
much evil to Israel. 

Then Jehu slew all that remained of Ahab’s house in 
Jezreel and Samaria, and all his kinsfolk and his priests 
and all the prophets of* "Baal, and cast dowi\ the images of 
Baal, but he left the golden calves that had been set up 
in Dan and Bethel by Jeroboam, and he tqpk no heed to 
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walk in the law oi the Loid, the God of Israel. He reigned 
twenty-eight years over Israel in Samaria. 

vVhen he had reigned six years, Joasb the son of Ahaziah, 
caine to the throne in Jerusalem. He had been in hiding 
since the death of his father, for Athaliah, mother of 
Ahaziah, had caused all the heirs to th^, throne to be put to 
death, and Joash had only escaped' because his aunt had 
hidden him. But at last Jehoiada the priest proclaimed 
him king, and the wicked Athaliah was slain. Joash v’as 
seven years old when he began to reign, and he followed 
the counsel of Jehoiada the priest, and did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord. Among other good works he 
gave orders for the repair of the Temple. J ehoiada took a chest 
and bored a hole in the lid of it and set it beside the altar, 

t 

and all the money that was brought into the house of the 
Lord was put into it, to pay the carpenters and builders 
and masons and hewers of stone, and to buy timber and 
hev'ed stone. But the vessels of gold and silver were not 
renewed out of this money. 

Joash reigned forty years in Jerusalem, and his end was 
a sad one, for his servants made a conspiracy against him 
and slew him, and he was succeeded by Amaziah his son. 


And now Elisha was fallen sick of the sickness whereof 
he died. And the King of Israel came down unto him, and 
wept over his face, and said, "0 my father, my father! the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof I ” And Elisha 
said unto him, " Take bow and arrows ” ; and he took unto 
him bow and arrows. And he said “ Put thine hand upon 
the bow ’ ’ ; and the king put his hand upon it ; and Elisha put 
his hands upon th6 king’s hands. And he Open the 

window eastward and the king opened it. Then Elisha 
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said, '' Shoot 'h and he shot. Then said the prophet, ‘'The 
arrow of the Lord's deliverance and the arrow of the de- 
liverance from Syria; for thou shalt smite the Syrians fh 
Aphek, till thou have consumed them," Again Elisha said, 
“ Take the arrows " ; and the king took them. *And he*sai(? 
unto the King of Isrr el, “ Smite upon the ground " ; and the 
king smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was 
wroth with him, and said, “ Thou shouldest have smitten 
five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou 
hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria 
but thrice." And Elisha died, and they buried him. 



CHAPTER XV 

FROM JONAH TO THE CAPTIVITY 

D uring the reign of King Amaziah the word of 
the Lord came unto Jonah, saying: “ Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city of the Assyrians, and 
cry against it ; for their wickedness is come up before Me/' 
But Jonah's heart was unwilling, and he did not sub- 
mit himself to the will of God, but fled to Joppa, 
whence he took ship for Tarshish. Then the Lord sent 
out a great wind, and there was a mighty tempest in 
the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. And 
the sailors were sore afraid and called upon their gods, 
and tried to lighten the ship by casting forth the goods 
that were on board. Amidst all this commotion Jonah 
lay asleep in the ship, and the shipmaster went to him 
and said, ‘‘What meanest thou, O sleep or? Arise, call 
upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we 
perish not." Then they cast lots so that they might see for 
whose sake the evil had come upon them, and the lot fell 
upon Jonah, wherefore they asked whence he had come 
and what his business was. When they heard that he was an 
Hebrew and had fled from the presence of the Lord God of 
Israel, they asked, What shall we do with thee that the 
sea may be calm unto us? " And Jonah said, “ Take me up 
and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto 
you : for I know tiiat for my sake this great tempest is upon 
you." Nevertheless the sailors tried hard to row to land, 

|6o 
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but could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestu- 
ous. So they cried to the Lo’rd and said, “We beseech Thee, 
O Lord, we beseech Thee, let us not perish for this marJs 
life, and lay not upon us innocent blood : for Thou, O Lord, 
hast done as it pleased Thee." So they took up Jonah and 
cast him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging, 
wherefore the saUors feared the Lord exceedingly and 
they offered a sacrifice. 

Now God had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah, 
and he was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights, and he cried imto the Lord out of the fish, and the 
Lord heard Jonah's prayer and spoke to the fish, and it cast 
him up upon the dry land. 

Then did Jonah sing a song of thanksgiving for his de- 
liverance: 

I was cast out of Thy sight; yet did I look again to- 
ward Thy holy temple. 

The waters compassed me about, even to the soul : the 
depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrap- 
ped about my head. 

I went down to the bottom of the mountains ; the earth 
with her bars was about me for ever : yet didst Thou 
bring up my life from corruption, O Lord my God. 

When my soul fainted within me I remembered the 
Lord: and my prayer came in unto Thee, into Thine 
holy temple. 

They that observe lying vanities forsake their own 
mercy. ^ • 

But i will sacrifice dnto Thee with the voice of thanks- 
giving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation 
is of the Lord. 

Again, a second time, God commanded Jonah to go and 
preach against Nineveh, and this time he obeyed and went 
and cried against the city, “^fet forty days and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown! 


II 
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Then the King of Nineveh proclaimed a great fast, and 
ordered the people to put on sackcloth, and turn from their 
et^^il ways, “ For,” said he, " who can ttl’ if God will not 
repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that we 
perish not? ’ 

And, indeed, when God saw that they had turned from 
their evil ways. He repented of the evil that He had said 
He would do to them, and did it not. 

But Jonah was cast down in his soul because God had 
spared Nineveh after that he had cried against the city, 
and he reproached God and said: 

" Was not this my saying, when I was yet in my own 
country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish : for I knew 
that Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and that Thou mightest 
repent Thee of the evil. O Lord, take, I btseech Thee, 
my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to 
live.” 

And God said to him, " Doest thou well to be angry? " 
Then Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side, 
and made a booth for himself and sat under the shadow, 
till he might see what would become of the city. And God 
made a gourd to spring up over Jonah, that it might be 
a shadow over his head, and Jonah was exceeding glad 
because of the gourd. 

But in the morning God sent a worm which caused the 
gourd to wither; and when the sun lose, it beat oi* Jonah’s 
head, so that he fainted and said, “ It is better for me to 
die than to five.” 

And God said to Jonah, " Doest thou well to be angry 
for the gourd? ” And Jonah answered, " I do well to be 
angry, even untt death.” 

Then saith the Lord, " Thou hast had pity on the gourd. 
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for the which thou hast not labourea, neither made^t it 
grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night. 
And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein 
are more than six score thousand persons that cannot dis- 
cern between their right hand and their left h^Cnd; and also 
much cattle?" 


Many kings came and went in Judah and Israel, and they 
caused the people to go after strange gods, so that the 
countenance of the Lord was turned from them and He 
gave them as Ji prey unto their enemies. One of these kings 
was Ahaz, who sat upon the throne of Judah. He took even 
the silver and gold of the house of the Lord and the trea- 
sures of the king’s house, and gave them to Tiglath- 
Pileser king of Assyria, in order that he might save him 
out of the hands of Rezin king of Syria. Tiglath-Pileser 
went to Damascus and took it and slew Rezin, and when 
Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser, he saw 
there an altar, of which he sent a pattern to Urijah the 
priest, and Urijah built one like it on which the offerings 
were made. The brazen altar of the house of the Lord was 
used by Ahaz for himself. King Ahaz also took down the 
sea from the oxen that were underneath it in the house of 
the Lord, and put upon it a pavement of stones. 

In like manner tile Israelites sinned grea^tly against the 
Lord, sj that He rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted 
them, and delivered them into the hand of the spoilers, 
until He had cast them out of His sight. For He rent Israel 
from the house df David, and Israel was carried away out of 
their own land to Assyria tmto this day. Noi^e was left but 
the tribe cf Judah only. And the King of Assyria brought 
people from babylon and from other countries, and put 

iia 
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them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of 
Israel. 

But there arose a king in' Judah who did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord. His name was Hezekiah, 
and he broke down the images that his fathers had 
set up. In his reign Sennacherib king of \ssyriacame against 
the fenced cities of Judah, and took them. And Hezekiah 
paid him three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents 
of gold, aU the silver that was found in the house of the 
Lord. But still the Assyrians came back, and their king 
sent Rabshakeh with a great host against Jerusalem, ?nd 
he derided the people of Judah, and provoked them with 
intent to stir them to revolt. And Rabshakeh stood and 
cried with a loud voice in the tongue of the men of Judah, 
sa5dng; 

“ Hear the word of the great king, the King of Assyria; 
Thus saith the king, ‘ Let not Hezekiah deceive you; for he 
shall not be able to deliver you out of my hand. Neither lot 
Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, ‘ The Lord 
will surely deliver us, and this city shall not be delivered 
into the hand of the King of Assyria.’ Hearken not to Heze- 
kiah: for thus saith the King of Assyria, ‘ Make an agree- 
ment with me by a present, and come out to me, and then 
eat ye every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig 
tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his cistern; until 
I come and take you away to a land like your own land; a 
land of com and wine, a land of bread and vineyaroj, a land 
of olive oil and of honey, that ye may live, and not die.’ 
Hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth jmu, say- 
ing, ‘ The Lord will deliver us.’ Hath any of the gods of the 
nations delivered at all out of the hand of the King 
of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? 
where are th-i gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivah? have 
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they delivered Samaria out of mine hand? Who are they 
among all the gods of the countries, that have delivered 
this country out of mine hand, that the Lord should deliver 
Jerusalem out of mine hand? ’ ” 

But the people held their peace, fer the king’s com- 
mandment was, “ Answer him not.” 

When Hezekiah heard the words of Rabshakeh, he 
covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of 
the Lord; and he sent to Isaiah the prophet, and begged 
that he would pray to God for them, and Isaiah told him 
not to fear, for that God would cause the Assyrians to fall 
by the sword. 

Then again Rabshakeh sent messengers to Hezekiah with 
a letter, deriding him for his trust in God. And Hezekiah 
went into <^he house of the Lord and spread the letter before 
the Lord. 

And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, " O 
Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubim. 
Thou art the God, even Thou alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth; Thou hast made heaven and earth. Lord, bow 
down Thine ear, and hear; open. Lord, Thine eyes, and see; 
and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him 
to reproach the living God. Of a truth. Lord, th§ kings of 
Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, and 
have cast their gods into the fire ; for they were no gods, but 
the work of men’s hands, wood and stone; therefore they 
have destroyed them. Now therefore, O Lord our God, I 
beseech Thee, save Thou us out of his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of riie earth may know that Thou art the Lord 
God, even Thou only. ” Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to 
Hezekiah, saying, " Thus saith the Lo^d God of Israel, 
' Thai which ihcu hast prayed to me against Sennacherib 
king of Assyria I have heard.’ This is the word that the Lord 
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hath spoken concerning him : ‘ The virgin, the daughter of 
Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the 
daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom 
hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom 
hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on 
high? even against the Holy One of Isiael. 

‘‘ 'By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, 
and hast said, 'With the multitude of my chariots I am 
come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of 
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, 
and the choice fir trees thereof : and I will enter into the 
lodgings of His borders, and into the forest of His Carmel. 
I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole 
of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged places. 

" ' Hast thou not heard how I have made them long ago, 
and formed them of ancient times? Should I now bring it 
to pass, that thou shouldest make my fenced cities into 
ruixious heaps? I know thy abode, and thy going out, and 
thy coming in, and thy rage against Me. Because thy rage 
against Me and thy tumult is come up into Mine ears, 
therefore I will put My hook in thy nose, and My bridle 
in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which 
thou earnest. 

" ' Behold, the King of Assyria shall not come into this 
city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with 
shield, nor casi. a bank against it. By the way that he 
came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into 
this city,' saith the Lord. ' For I will defend this city, to 
save it, for Mine own sake, and for My servant David's 
sake.'" 

That night the angel of the Lord smote tfi'^.camp Df the 
Assyrians, and when the soldiers arose at daybreak there 
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was a cry of great moumitig, for they found that all the 
mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captains lay 
dead within their tents. Thus the Lord confounded 
Sennacherib, and he returned to Nineveh with shame ^f 
face, and was slain by his sons while he was Worshipping 
in the house of Nisrooh his god. 

The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold, 

And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold ; 

^.nd the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea, 
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee. 

Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green, 

That host, with their banners, at sunset were seen: 

Like the leaves of the forest when autumn hath blown, 
That host on the morrow lay withered and strown. 

For the Angel of Death spread his wings on the blast, 

And breached in the face of the foe as he passed; 

And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill, 

And their hearts but once heaved, and for ever grew still. 

And there lay the steed with his nostril all wide. 

But through it there rolled not the breath of his pride: 

And the foam of his gasping lay white on the turf, 

\nd cold as the spray of the rock-beating surf. 

And there lay the rider distorted and pale, 

With the dew on his brow, and the rust .on his mail; 

And the tents were all silent, the banners alone, * 

The lances uplifted, the trumpets unblown. 

And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 

And tne idols are bcoke in the temple of Baal; 

And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword. 

Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord. 


Then Hezekiah fell sick, and Isaiah told him that he 
must set his house in order, for that he must die. 

♦ Lord Byron. The DesirucHon of Sennachetib. 
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Put Hezekiah prayed to the Lord and besought God to 
remember how he had walked before Him in truth and 
with a perfect heart, whereiore God told Isaiah to go again 
tc Hezekiah and tell him that he should be healed, that he 
shomd still live for fifteen years, and that God would 
deliver him out of the hand of the King of Assyria. 

Then Hezekiah asked for a sign that aii this should come 
to pass, and Isaiah naid, “ This sign shalt thou nave of the 
Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that He hath spoken : 
shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten 
degrees? " And Hezekiah answered, " It is a light thing 
for the shadow to go down ten degrees : nay, but let the 
shadow return backward ten degrees.'' So Isaiah cried 
unto the Lord, and he brought the shadow on the dial ten 
degrees backward. 

Then the good King Hezekiah gave thanks unto the Lord, 
saying : — 

I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the 
gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of 
my years. 

I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in the 
land of the living: I shall behold man no more with 
the inhabitants of the world. 

Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a 
shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my 
hfe; He will cut me off with pining sickness: from 
day ever to night wilt Thou make an end of me. 

I reckoned till morning, that, as lion, so wiL He 
break all my bones: from day even to night wilt 
Thou make an end of me. 

Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter; 1 did 
mourn as a dove: mine eye^ fail with looking up- 
ward: O Lord I am oppressed; undertake for me. 

What shall I jay? He hath both spoken unto me, and 
Himself hath done it; I shall go softiy au my years 
in the bitterness of my soul. 
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O Lord, by these things meiK live and in all these 
things is the life of my spirit: so wilt Thou recover 
me and make me to live. ^ 

Behold, for peace I had great bitterness; but Thou 
hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of 
corruption: for Thou hast cast all njy sins behind 
Thy back. 

For the grave cannot praise Thee, death cannot cele- 
brate Thee: they that go down into the pit cannot 
hope for Thy truth 

The living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this 
day: the father to the children shall make known 
Thy truth. 

The Lord ready to save me : therefore we will sing 
my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of 
our life in the house of the Lord. 

The King of Babylon at this time sent letters to Hezekiah 
and a present, for he had heard that he was sick. And Heze- 
kiah shewed the messengers all his precious things, the 
silver and the gold and the spices, and all that was in his 
house and in his dominion. Then Isaiah the prophet came 
to Hezekiah and asked who the men were, and what they 
had seen. Hezekiah told him, and Isaiah said that the day 
would come when all that was in his house, which his fore- 
fathers had stored up, and all the people pf his house, should 
be carried away by the King of Babylon. 

In due time the years which God had granted to Heze- 
kiah came to an end, and he was succeeded by his son 
Manassch, who built up the high places which his father 
had destroyed, and set up altars to Baal, and worshipped 
all the host of heaven. He built altars in the very house of 
God itself at Jerusalem, ^nd set up in it a graven image, 
and wrought much wickedness in the sight of the Lord. 

Because of these things the Lord saifl that He would 
brng great evil on Jerusalem, and would wipe Jerusalem 
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as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it and turning it upside 
down. After Manasseh reigned Amon, who was slain by his 
servants, and after him catne Josiah, who was only eight 
y-^ars old when he began to reign. His reign was good, and 
he did much to r^tore the Temple. 

In his reign Hilkiah the high pries* found in the house 
of the Lord the book of the Law, and gave it to Shaphan 
the scribe, who shewed it to Josiah, saying, ” Hilkiah the 
priest hath delivered me a book.” Shaphan read the book 
before the king, and when the king heard the words of the 
book he rent his clothes, and sent to enquire of the Lord, 
for he said, “ Great is the wrath of the Lord Ahat is kindled 
against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto 
the words of this book.” Then they went to Huldah, a 
prophetess, who lived at Jerusalem, and communed with 
her. 

And she said unto them, “Tell the man that sent 
you to me, thus saith the Lord, ‘ Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, 
even all the words of the book which the King of 
Judah hath read. Because they have forsaken Me, and 
have burnt incense unto other gods, that they might 
provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands; 
therefore My wrath shall be kindled against this place, 
and shall not be quenched.’ But to the king of Judah, 
which sent you to enquire of the Lo-d, thus shall ye say to 
him, ‘ Thus saith the Lord God of Is.ael, as touc>ing the 
words which thou hast heard; Because thine heart was 
tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the Lord, 
when thou heardest what I spake against this place, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a 
desolation and a turse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept 
before Me; I have also heard thee. Behold therefore, I will 
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gather thee unto thy fath^, anii thou shalt be gathered 
into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all 
the evil which I will bring upon this place.’ ” And the^ 
brought the king word again. 

Then the king assemoled all the eld^ of* Judah’ and 
Jeiusaiem, and wen«. up to the house of the Lord with all 
the men of Judah and the priests and prophets and all the 
people, small and great, and he read to them the words of 
the Book that had been found. And he stood by a pillar and 
made a covenant with the people that they should keep the 
commandments and testimonies of the Lord with all their 
heart and som. Then he commanded the priests to bring 
out from the house of the Lord all the vessels that were 
made for Baal, and they were burned outside Jerusalem in 
the fields of Kedron. He also put down the idolatrous 
priests that had burned incense to Baal, and to the sun and 
moon and planets, and brake the images in pieces and cut 
down the groves. 

Also the altar that was at Bethel and the high place that 
Jeroboam had made he broke down, and burnt and 
stamped them to powder. And the king commanded the 
people to keep the Passover. 

From the days of the judges, in all thg days of the kings 
of Israel and Judah, never had such a Passover Been held 
as that ordered by King Josiah. And like unto him was 
there no, king before him, that turned to the Lord with all 
his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, 
according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose 
there any like him. 

Josiah was slain at M^giddo by Pharaoh-nechoh, king 
of ^ypt. Nechoh was warring against the king of Assyria, 
and Jesiah also went out against him. Nechoh besought 
him to desist from meddling in the matter, but Josiah went 
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disguised to the battle and was slain. And Jeremiah the 
prophet lamented for Josiah, as did also the men and 
women of Jerusalem. Josiah was buried in Jerusalem, 
and the peonle made Jehoahaz his son king, but he only 
reigned three months, for Pharaoh-nechoh put him in 
prison, and exacted from the people or Judah a tribute of 
one hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. Jehoahaz 
died in Egypt, and Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim, son of 
Josiah, king over Judah, and changed his name to Jehoia- 
kim. This Jehoiakim taxed the land in order to give silver 
and gold to Pharaoh. He also submitted to the yoke of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, for three years, after 
which he turned and rebelled against him. 

Then the Lord sent bands of the Chaldees and Syrians, 
and Moabites and Ammonites against Judah to destroy it, 
as He had destroyed Israel, because of the wickedness of 
its kings and people. 

Jehoiakim was followed by his son Jehoiachin, who 
was not troubled by the Eg5T)tians, for the King of Baby- 
lon had shaken their empire and taken away their domi- 
nion over surrounding nations. 

But in the eighth year of the reign of Jehoiachin, the 
conqueror of Egypt came up once again and besieged 
Jerusalem, and because the king had no power whereby 
he could withstand the might of Nebuchadnezzar, he went 
out unto him with his household and with seven thousand 
men of might and craftsmen and smiths, and aU that were 
strong and apt for war. Nebuchadnezzar carried them all 
to Babylon, together with nearly all the treasures of the 
Lord’s house and of the king’s house, first having cut in 
pieces all the’ves^els of gold which Solomon had made in 
the Temple. Ten thousand captives carried *'e away, and 
none remained in the land save the poorest sort of the 
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people/ and over these Nebuchadnezzar made z^edekiah, 
the brother of Jehoiachin, to be king. 

In the ninth year pf his reigA Zedekiah rebelled against 
Nebuchadnezzar, who came again against Jerusalem, a»d 
built forts round about it, and besieged itjuntifthe eleven tlf 
year 01 King Zedekiah. And in the fourth month the famine 
prevailed in the city, and because there was no food the 
men of wa^ fled in the night, taking the king with them. 

And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king 
unto the plains of Jericho, where a great battle was fought 
which resulted in the utter rout of the men of Judah and 
the capture oi Zedekiah, who was brought to the king of 
Babylon at Riblah. Zedekiah's sons were slain before 
his eyes; his own eyes were put out, and he was bound 
with letters of brass and carried to Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar burnt the house of the Lord and the 
king's housd; and all the houses of Jerusalem, and he car- 
ried away what treasures remained in the temple; and the 
army of the Chaldees broke down the walls of Jerusalem 
roimd about. Those who were left in the city were carried 
away to Babylon, where they were servants to the king 
and his sons till the reign of the kingdom of Persia. But the 
captain of the guard left the poor of thf land to be vine- 
dressers and husbandmen, and he made Gedalidh to be 
ruler ovei them. 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down; yea, we 
wept, when we^emembered Zion. 

We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst 
thereof. 

For there they that carried us away captive required 
of us a song; and thty that wasted us required of us 
mirth, saying, Sing us on*^ of the songs of Zion. 

How shdll we sing the Lord’s song in a Grange land? 

If i forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hajid forget 
he* cunning^ 
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If I do not remember Thee, let my tongue cleave to 
the roof of ray mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy. 

Remember, 0 Lord, the children of Edom in the day o*' 
Jerusalem; who said. Rase it. rase it, even to the 
foundation thereof. 

O daughter of Babylon, who art lo be destroyed; 
happy shall be he that rewardeth Thee as Thou hast 
served us. 

Happy shall be he that taketh and dasheth Thy little 
ones against the stones. — Ps. cxxxvii. 

Now when all the captains of the bands which remained 
at large and the Jews that were scattered r broad learned 
that Gedaliah had been made governor, they came to him, 
and amongst them was Ishmael, who came with intent to 
slay him. 

And Gedaliah advised these men to serve the Chaldeans, 
and promised that if they did this it should be well with 
them. 

Then Johanan, one of the captains, came secretly to 
Gedaliah, saying, " Let me slay Ishmael, for the King of 
the Ammonites hath sent him to slay thee, and wherefore 
should all the Jews which are gathered unto thee be scat- 
tered, and the remnant in Judah perish? ” 

But Gedaliah paid no heed to these words, and so it 
came to pass that Ishmael came unto him. and rs they did 
eat together he arose, with ten m:n that were with him, 
and smote the governor with the sv^ ord, so that he died. 
And they slew also the Jews that were with Gedaliah, and 
the Chaldees. 

And all the people, both smal’ and great, arose and fled 
into Egjrpt,‘ for they feared the wrath of the Chaldees 
very exceedingly. 

In the tjiiity-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, 
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Evil-Merodach, the King of Babylon, released him Lorn 
prison, and was kind to him, giving him an allowance ewer^ 
day all the dayL of his life, setting him above the kings 
that were with him in Babylon. 

The prophet Jeremiah had warned the Jews of the evil 
wnich would come upon them, but they would not heed, 
and now amidst Ihe miseries of slavery and famine which 
was to be !;heir lot for many weary years, he expressed the 
bitterness of soul which oppressed the exiles. His lamen- 
tation concludes with these penitent appeals to the mercy 
of God: 

Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us: consider, 
and behold our reproach. 

Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to 
aliens. 

We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as 
widows. 

We have drunken our water from money; our wood is 
sold unto us. 

Our necks are under persecution: we labour, and have 
no rest. 

We have given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the 
Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread. 

Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have 
borne their iniquities. 

Servants have ruled over 'us: there is none that doth 
deliver us out of their hand. 

We gat our bread with the peril of our lives, because 
o^t the sword o^ the wilderness. 

Our skin was black like an oven, because of the ter- 
rible famine. 

Prirces are hanged up by their hand: the faces of 
elders wer^ not honoured. 

They took the young men to grind, and the children 
fell under the wood. j 

The elde»*s have ceased from the gate, the young men 
from their musick. 
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The joy of otir heart is ceased; our dance is turned 
into mourning. 

The crown is fafien from our head: woe unto us, that 
we have sinned ! 

For this our heart is faint; for these things our eyes 
are dim. 



CHAPTER XVI 

THE STORY OF DANIEL THE PROPHET 

A mongst the captives which were carried away 
into Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar in the 
reign of Jehoiachin king of Judah, were certain 
young men who were well-favoured, skilful in wisdom, and 
cunning in knowledge, and imderstanding science, and who 
were chosen tq stand in the king's palace. Among these 
were Daniel, or Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego. The king appointed to these young men, a 
daily portion of meat and wine, so that they might 
be well-nourished and pleasing to look upon when they 
stood before him. But Daniel did not wish to receive the 
meat and wine at the hands of the king, and begged of the 
steward who was set over them that they might be ex- 
cused from taking it. But the prince who looked ^fter the 
young men of the king's palace, with whom God had 
brought Daniel into favour and tender lov-e, told Daniel 
that if Lie king she aid see their countenances less well- 
favoured than the countenances of the other young men 
he would hold him responsible, and his life would be in 
danger. 

Then Daniel said, ** Prove thy servants, I beseeech thee, 
ten days; and let them give us pulse to dht, and water to 
drink. Then let our countenances be looked 4ipon before 
177 



178 Stories from the Old Testament 

the$, and the countenance of the children that eat of the 
portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy 
servants.” Daniel was granted his requ«.rt, and at the end 
cf the ten days the countenances of Daniel and of his com- 
panions were fairer and fatter than those of the yormg 
men who had eaten of the king’s meat Therefore th Jr por- 
tion of meat and wine was withdrawn, rnd they were al- 
lowed to eat pulse. 

God gave to these four great knowledge and wisdom, 
and to Daniel in particular He gave great skill to interpret 
dreams. In all matters of wisdom and understanding they 
were found to be ten times better than the king’s magi- 
cians and astrologers. 

Now in the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar 
dreamed a dream, and his spirit was troubled. So he called 
all his wise men, and they said that if he womd tell them 
the dream they would explain its meaning. But the king 
answered that the dream had gone from him, and that if 
they could not shew what the dream was and explain it, he 
would have them put to death. If, however, they told the 
dream, he would give them riches and honour. 

Then the wise men answered that such ? thing was im- 
possible, wherefore the king was very angry, and ordered 
that they should all be slain. So Arioch, the captain of the 
king’s guard, went out to slay the wise men, and Daniel and 
his three friends amongst them. Fui Daniel went to the 
king and begged him to give him tin-e, for that lie would 
explain the dream. 

So he and his friends prayed to God, and God revealed 
the secret to Daniel in a vision of the mght. Then Daniel 
praised and thanked God and said : 

” Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for 
wisdom and might are His: and He changeth the times and 
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the seasons; He removeth kings; and setteth up kings 1 He 
giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that 
know understanding. He revealeth the deep and secret 
things: He knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light 
dwelleth with Him. I tnank Thee, and praise Thee, O Thoii 
God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, 
and hast made known unto me now what we desired of 
Thee : for Thou hast now made known unto us the king’s 
matter.” 

So Daniel went before the king, and when Nebuchad- 
nezzar asked him if he could make known the dream, he 
answered that though all the magicians and astrologers 
could not shew it to the king, yet there was a God in 
heaven who could reveal secrets, " But,” said Daniel, 
“ this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I 
have beyond qther men.” 

Then Daniel told the king that in his dream he had seen 
an image great and bright, and terrible in form. His head 
was of gold, his breast and arms were of silver, the lower 
part of his body and his thighs were of brass, his legs 
were of iron, and his feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 
Then came a stone, which was in no one’s hands, and 
smote the image on his feet and broke them in pieces, and 
the image fell and was broken in pieces and becamfe like the 
chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and the wind carried 
it away. But the atcne became a great mountain, emd 
filled thj whole eart’j. 

Daniel then explained what the dream meant. The head 
of gold yvas Nebuchadnezzar, the great king, to whom God 
had given a kingdom an^ power, and strength and glory. 
The silver represented another kingdom, inferior to his 
which should come after him. Then would follow a third 
kingdom, of'brass, and a fourth of iron, which breaketh in 
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pieces and subdueth all things. The feet and toes, partly Oi 
iron and partly of potter's clay, represented a kingdom 
divided, partly strong, and partly feeble. And as iron can- 
not mix with clay, so the two parts of the kingdom would 
not cleave to each other. The great stone meant that the 
God of Heaven would set up a kingdom which should 
never be destroyed, that this kingdon would break in 
pieces and consume all the other kingdoms, and itself 
should stand for ever. 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and wor- 
shipped Daniel, and said, *' Your God is a God of gods, and 
a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets.” 

And the king made Daniel great in the land. He gave 
him many gifts, and made him ruler over the whole pro- 
vince of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the 
wise men of Babylon. He also listened to Daniel’s request, 
and gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego authority 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon. 

Some time after these events Nebuchadnezzar set up a 
great image of gold, and gathered all the people together 
to worship it. And a herald cried aloud : 

*' To you it is commanded, O people, nations and lan- 
guages, that at what time ye hear the sound of the comet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up; and whoso falleth 
not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 

Then all the people fell down and worshipped, as was 
commanded. But certain of th( Chaldeans carae to the 
king and told him that the Jews whom he had put over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon — Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego — had not worshipped the golden image. 



The Story of Daniel the Prophet 1 8 1 

and that they served other gods than the gods of Nebu- 
chadnezzar Wherefore the king in rage commanded the 
men to be brought, and he said to them : 

" Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do 
not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden linage which’ 
I have set up? No^; if ye be ready that at what time ye 
hear the sound o^ the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, 
and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye feill down and 
worship the image which I have made, well : but if ye wor- 
ship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall de- 
liver you oui. of my hands? ’* Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, answered and said to the king, “ 0 Nebuchad- 
nezzar, we are not careful to answ'er thee in this matter. If 
it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fipry furnace, and He will deliver us out of 
thine hand,*0 king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship ^he 
golder. image which thou hast set up.” 

At this fearless reply the fury of the king was so great 
that he commanded that the furnace should be heated 
seven times more than usual, and that the most mighty 
men of his army should bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, and cast them into the furnace. So they were 
bound, aud were thrown, dressed in all their garments, in- 
to the furnace, and uhc flames of the fire weje so fierce that 
the men who threw ..hem in were slain. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar rose up in haste and cried: " Did 
we not cast three men boimd into the midst of the fire?” 
And they answered, ” Tiiie, O king.” 

And he said, “ Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hur«^, and the form of 
the fourth is like the son of God.” 
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/nd the king went to the door of the furnace and called', 
saying, "Ye servants of the most high God, come forth, 
and come hither." So the three men came forth, and all the 
people sawthat the fire had had no power over their bodies, 
neither was their hair singed nor were their coats changed, 
nor was there any smell of fire upon theni. Then Nebu- 
chadnezzar blessed God who had deliv'red his servants 
that trusted in Him, and he made a decree that anyone 
who spoke against God should be put to death, “ because 
there is no other god that can deliver after this sort.” He 
also promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 
province of Babylon. 

King Nebuchadnezzar was to know more of the power 
and might of the God of his servant Daniel, and was to re- 
ceive sore chastening at the hand of the Lord. We read 
that he was brought to acknowledge the justice of the 
punishment that fell upon him in this wise; Nebuchad- 
nezzar was at rest in his house, and all things prospered 
exceedingly, when one night he was visited by a dream 
that made him afraid and perplexed. 

He directed, therefore, that his wise men should be 
brought before him to declare the meaning of the vision. 
One and all, however, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, the 
soothsayers, failed to interp’^et the strange things that 
had appeared to the king upon his bed. 

But at length Daniel came in, and Nebuchadnezzar ad- 
dressed him, saying: 

" O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I 
know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no 
secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that 
I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. Thus were the 
visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in 
the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. 
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The tree grew, and was strong; and the height thereof 
reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of 
all the earth: the leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the beasts of the 
field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven 
dwelt in the bought thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. I 
saw in the vision of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a 
watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; He 
cried aloud, and said Ihus, ‘ Hew down the tree, and cut off 
his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit ; let 
the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his 
branches: Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the 
earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the 
earth: Let hi? heart be changed from man’s, and let a 
beast’s heait be given unto him; and let seven times pass 
over him. This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and 
the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent 
that the Uving may know that the most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 
setteth up over it the basest of men.' 

This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now 
thou, O Belteshazzar, declere the interpretation* thereof, 
forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able 
to make known unto me the interpretation : but thou art 
able; for the spirit jf the holy gods is in thee.” 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was per- 
plexed ^r one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. And 
the king spake, and said, y Belteshazzar, let not the dream, 
nor the interpretation thereof, trouble thee.” Wherefore 
Belteshazzar answered and said, “ My lord, the dream be to 
them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine 
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enemies. The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was 
strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the 
sight thereof to all the earth; whose ieaves were fair, and 
the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under 
which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose 
branches the fowls of the heaven had cheir habitation. It 
is thou, O king, that art grown and becon e strong : for thy 
greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy 
dominion to the end of the earth. And whereas the king 
saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, 
and saying, ‘ Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave 
the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a 
band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and 
let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be 
with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him.^ 
This is the interpretation, O king, and this 's the decree of 
the Most High, which is come upon my lord the king: That 
they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be 
with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to 
eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of 
heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou 
know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will. 

“And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the 
tree roots; this is a sign that thy kingdom shall be sure 
unto thee, afler that thou shalt have known that the 
heavens do rule. Wherefore, O king, ki: my counsel be ac- 
ceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteous- 
ness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor; 
if haply it may be a lengthening of thy tranquiUity." 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar as Daniel 
had foretold. At ihe end of twelve months as he walked in 
the palace of the kingdom of Babylon he spake, and sa’d, 
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■' Is not this great Babylon, that I have built by the might 
of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? ” Wh^le 
the word was yet in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice 
from heaven, saying, “ O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee It; 
is spoken; Thy kingdom is departed frcm thee: and they 
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with 
the beasts of the field : they shall make thee to eat grass as 
oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou 
know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will.” 

The same hour was the judgement fulfilled upon Nebu- 
chadnezzar. His reason departed from him, and he was 
driven from the habitations of men to dwell with the wild 
creatures of field and wood. He did eat grass as oxen, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven. Long he dwelt 
thus, until his hairs were grown like eagle’s feathers, and 
his nails like birds’ claws. 

At length the days appointed for this terrible lesson d?ew 
to an end, and the poor outcast regained his reason. With it 
came the knowledge of the foolishness of his vanity in the 
days of his glory, and after he had been restored to his 
throne he spake these words of humility : 

" And at the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted 
up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding re- 
turned unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and I praised 
and honoured Him that liveth for ever, wnose dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from genera- 
tion to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His 
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth; and none can stry His hand, or say unto Him, 
‘ What doest Thou ? ’ At the same time my reason returned 
unto me; and for the glo’y of my kingdom, iriine honour 
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and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and 
my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my 
kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. 

" Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour 
the King of hea\ en, aU whose works are truth, and His 
ways judgement : and those that walk in priae He is able to 
abase.” 


After Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, his son, sat upon the 
throne of Babylon. His magnificence was very great, and 
once he made a great feast for a thousand of his lords. 
The king and his guests drank wine out of the golden 
vessels of the Temple of God, which had been carried 
away from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and while they 
were all drinking and praising gods of gold and silver 
and iron and brass and wood and stone, there came forth 
the fingers of a man’s hand and wrote on the plaster of the 
wall. Then the king was afraid and troubled, and he called 
all the wise men and told them that whoever should read 
the writing and tell its meaning should be clothed in 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and be the 
third ruler in the kingdom. But no one could read the writ- 
ing. Then the queen remembered Daniel and his v.isdom, 
and she said to Belshazzar, " There is a man in thy king- 
dom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods,” and she told 
how Daniel had knowledge and understanding, and could 
read dreams. So Daniel was called before the king, and the 
matter was explained to him, the king also telling him of 
the great rewards offered to anyone who could read the 
writing. 

Then Daniel answered and said before the King, " Let 
thy gifts be to thyself, and giv', thy rewards to another; 
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yet will I read the writing unto the king, and make known 
to him the interpretation. O thou king, the most high God 
gave Nebuchadrezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, 
aud glory, and honour: and for the majesty that He gave 
him, all people, nations, and languages trembled ana 
feared before him. 'Vhom he\/ould he slew; and whom he 
would he kept ahve; and whom he would he set up; and 
whom he would he put down. But when his heart was lifted 
up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from 
his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him. And 
he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was 
made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild 
asses. He fed upon grass like oxen, and his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most 
high God ruled in the kingdom of men, aud that He ap- 
pointeth uver it whomsoever He will. And thou his son, 0 
Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou 
knewest all this: but hast lifted up thyself against j;he 
Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His 
house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, and thy wives, 
have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast praised the gods 
of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which 
see not, nor hear, nor know : and the God in whose hand 
thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified.Therefore was the part of the hand sent from Him; 
and this writing was written, Mene, T:kel, Upharsin. 
The interpretation v hereof is ; ‘ God hath numbered thy king- 
dom, and finished it; Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting; Thy kingdom is divided, and given 
to the Medes and Persians.' ” 

When Daniel had finished the reading, Belshazzar gave 
unto him great honour and reward; but in the night watch 
the king was slain, and Darius the Median took the kingdom. 
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Now it pleased Darius to set over his kingdom one^ 
hundred and twenty princes, and he appointed three ore- 
siuents to have authority ' over these, of whom Daniel 
WLS first. The king even thought to set Daniel over the 
whole realm, because he had confidence in his integrity. 

But his brother presidents, and the px'incej were jealous 
of him, and plotted to bring about hir downfall. They 
could find no occasion against him, for his faithfulness was 
well known, so they said to each other, " We shaU not find 
any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against 
him concerning the law of his God.” So they assembled to- 
gether and said to the king: 

“ King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the 
kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, 
and the captains, have consulted together to establish a 
rcyal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever 
shall ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save 
of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, 
O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it 
be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which altereth not.” 

So King Darius signed the decree, and when Daniel 
knew this he went into his house and prayed and gave 
thanks to God three times a day as was his custom, with 
the windows open towards Jerusalem. This open defiance 
of the king’s decree was quickly conveyed to Darius by 
Daniel’s enemies, who had expected that the tiae and 
noble nature of the Hebrew prophet would cause him to 
fall into the trap which they had laid. They approached the 
king artfully in order that he mr’ght be forced to punish 
Daniel, even against his will. 

” Hast thou nut signed a decree,” said they, " that 
every man that shall ask a petition of any god or man 
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within 'thirty days, save of thee; O king, shall be cast,into 
the den of lions? ” The king answered and said, “ The 
thing is true, according to the law of theMedes and Persians, 
which altereth not.” Then answered they, and said before 
the king, " Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity 
of Judah, regjirdelh not thee, O king, nor the decree that 
thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a 
day.” 

When the king heard this, he was sore displeased with 
himself. and he laboured to deliver Daniel. But the princes 
reminded him that by the law of the Medes and Persians 
ho decree which the king had made could be altered. So 
there was no way of escape for the king, and he was forced 
to issue command that Daniel should be thrown into the 
den of lions, but he said, “ Thy God, whom thou servest 
continually. He will deliver thee.” 

A stone was laid on the mouth of the den, and it was 
sealed with the signet of the king, and with the signef of 
his lords. Then the king went to his palace, and all that 
night fasted, nor were instruments of music brought before 
him, and sleep went from him. Very early in the morning 
be arose and went in haste to the den of lions and cried in 
a lamentable voice: 

" O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom 
thou ser^^est continually, able to deliver thee from the 
lions? ” Then said Daniel unto the king, " O king, live for 
ever. My God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' 
mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before 
Him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O 
king, have I done no hurt.” 

Great was the joy of the king, and he commanded that 
Daniel shcnld be taken up out of the den with all haste, and 
no manner of hurt was found on him. And ,the men who 
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had accused Daniel were cast to the lions, together with 
their families. 

Then King Darius wrote to all people, nations and lan- 

lages: 

“ Peace be multiplied imto you. I make a decree, that 
in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble aitd fear 
before the God of Daniel: for He is the living God, and 
steadfast for ever, and His kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed, and His dominion shall be even unto the end. 
He delivereth and rescueth, and He worketh signs and 
wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel* 
from the power of the lions."' 

So Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and lived also 
in the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, who ruled over Baby- 
lon; and to Daniel it was granted to see many dreams and 
vision. 



CHAPTER XVII 

THE RETURN OF THE CAPTIVES 

When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 
like them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
with singing; then said they among the heathen, The 
Lord hatii done great things for them. 

The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are 
glad. 

Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams in the 
south. 

They t^'at sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

He that go^^th forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him. — Ps. cxxvi. 

I N the first year of the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, 
the Lord stirred up the spirit of the king, and he 
sent a written proclamation throughout the king- 
dom: 

" Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and 
He hath charged me to build Him an house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. V'^ho is there among you of all His 
people ,/ho will ur iertake this matter? His God be with 
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, 
and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (He is the 
God,) which is iu Jerusalem. And let the men of his place 
where he sojoumeth help him with silver, and with gold, 
and with goods, and with beasts, besides the free-will 
offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem." 

191 
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Then the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin^ 
and the priests and Levites, and all whose spirit God had 
raised, made ready to go hp to Jerusalem. Their neigh- 
brurs also helped them and willingly offered vessels of 
silver and gold and precious things. Cyrus also ordered his 
treasurer to bring out the vessels of th:; horse of th*.. Lo/d 
which had been taken away out of Jen’salem by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and to give them to Sheshbazzar, prince of 
Judah. The vessels of silver and gold — the chargers, 
knives and basins — were 5,400 in number, and these the 
captives brought up with them when they returned from 
Babylon to Jerusalem. In all, 42,360 souls \/ent up under 
the leadership of Zerubbabel, together with many thou- 
sands of servants and two hundred singing men and women. 
There were also thousands of horses, camels, mules and 
asses. 

When they were all gathered together in Jerusalem, the 
priests, with Zerubbabel and his brethren, builded up the 
altar of the Lord, and offered burnt offerings, and kept the 
feast of tabernacles and the other feasts ordained by God. 

It was not until the second year of their coming to 
Jerusalem, however, that they began the work of rebuild- 
ing the house of the Lord. Cyrus had granted large 
sums of money for the masons and carpenters, and meat, 
drink and oil for the workers of Tyre and Zidon, who should 
bring cedar trees from Lebanon by sea to Joppa, in 
order that the Temple might be rebuilt; and \.hen the 
builders had laid the foundation, the people rejoiced with 
trumpets and C5Tnbals, and sang together a song of praise 
and thanksgiving to God, " because He is good, for His 
mercy endureth for ever towards Israel.” 

Many of the people shouted aloud for joy with a great 
shout, while some amongst them who remembered the first 
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temple wept with a loud voice, so that the sounds of i^oy 
and of weeping were mingled together. 

Now when their enemies heaid that the Temple was be^ 
ing rebuilt, they came to Zerubbabel and to Joshua, the 
priest, and said, Let ul. build with you: for we.seek your 
God a? ye do.'" But Zerubbabel and Joshua answered them, 
“ Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house unto 
our God; but we ourselves together will build imto the 
Lord God 01 Israel, as Cyrus the King of Persia hath com- 
manded us/' 

After this refusal, the people of the land began to trouble 
them in building, and to harass them and frustrate their 
purpose, and this went on all the days of Cyrus, king of 
Persia. 

Now in the reign of Artaxerxes, the king’s chancellor 
wrote a Ltter to the king setting forth that the, 
Jews intended to build up Jerusalem, and to set up the 
wells of the rebellious and bad city, in order that they 
might avoid the payment of toll, tribute or custom, and 
that the revenue of the king, therefore, was in danger. He 
reminded him that in the Book of Records he would find 
that this same city of Jerusalem had been destroyed be- 
cause of its rebellions and seditions of old. Then the king 
sent back an answer that he had found that all th«y said 
was true, and had, therefore, given orders that building 
should cease until further commandment should be re- 
ceived fro n him. When the letter of Artaxerxes had been 
received, the chancellor and other great officers of the 
king hastened to Jerusalem and put an end to the work 
by force. So the building ceased, and was not begun again 
until the reign of Darius, king of Persia. 

Now in the second year of the reign of this king the pro- 
phets Haggai and Zechariah stirred up the Jews in Judah 

*3 
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and Jerusalem, ahd the word of the Lord came by 
Haggai, saying, '"Is it time for you, 0 ye, to dwell in 
l^oVLT roofed houses while My house lies waste? Who is 
left among you that saw this house in its first glory, and 
how do ye see it now? Go up to the mountains, therefore, 
and bring wood, and build My house. So will I take plea- 
sure in it and will be glorified.'* And the Jews began again 
to build the house of the Lord, and With them were the 
prophets of God, helping them. 

Then came the king's governor and his companions vith 
intent to hinder them, and said, Who hath commanded 
you to build this house, and to make up this wall? " But 
they could not make them to cease, wherefore they sent a 
letter to King Darius, saying: 

" Unto Darius the king, all peace. Be it known urto the 
king, that we went into the province of Judea, the house 
of the great God, which is builded with great stones, and 
timber is laid in the walls, and this work goeth fast on, and 
prospereth in their hands. Then asked we those elders, and 
said unto them thus, ' Who commanded you to build this 
house, and to make up these walls?' We asked their names 
also, to certify thee, that we might write the names of the 
men that were the chief of them. And thus they returned 
us ansv^er, saying, ' We are the servants of the God of 
heaven and earth, and build the house that was builded 
these many years ago, which a great king of Israel builded 
and set up. But after that our fathers had pro^’^oked the 
God of heaven unto wrath. He gave them into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon, the Chaldean, 
who destroyed this house, and carried the people away into 
Babylon. But in the first year of Cyrus the King of Baby- 
lon, the same Kmg Cyrus made a decree to build this house 
of God. And the vessels also of gold and silver of the house 
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of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took oat of the lemple that 
was in Jerusalem, and brought' them into the Tempte of 
Babylon, those did Cyrus the^king take out of the Temple 
of Babylon, ana delivered them unto one, whose name was 
Sheshbazzar, whom h^ had made govemor.^And he sSi^ 
unto him, ‘ Take these vessels, go, ca^ry them into the 
Temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be 
builded in his place/ Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and 
laid the fc indation of the house of God which is in Jerusa- 
lem: and since that time even until now hath it been in 
building, and yet it is not finished/ 

" Now, therefore, if it seem good to the king, let there be 
search made in the king's treasure house at Babylon, whether 
it be so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to build 
this house of God at Jerusalem; and let the king send his 
pleasure to us concerning this matter/' 

And Darius caused search to be made and a roll was 
found on which was written the decree of Cyrus that the 
Temple should be rebuilt with three rows of great stones, 
and a row of new timber, that the expenses were to be 
paid out of the king's purse, and that the gold and silver 
vessels taken by Nebuchadnezzar were to be returned. 

So Darius sent this message in answer to the 
letter: 

** Let the work of this house of God alone; let t!ie gover- 
nor of the Jews, and the elders of the Jews, build it in His 
place. Moreover I make a decree that of the king's goods, 
even of the tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses 
be given unto these men, that they be not hindered. And 
that which they have need of, both young bullocks and 
rams, and lambs, for the burnt offerings of the God of 
heaven, wheat, salt, wine and oil, accorditig to the ap- 
pointment of the priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be 

13a 
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given them day by day without fail: that they may offer 
sacrifices of sweet savours unto the God of heaven, and 
prr'.y for the life of the king, and of his sons. 

" Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter 
this word, let timber be pulled down from his house, and, 
being set up, let him be hanged thereon ; and let his house 
be made a dunghill for this. And the God that hath caused 
his name to dwell there destroy all kings ^nd people that 
shall put their hand to alter and to destroy thi . house of 
God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree; 
let it be done with speed.” 

So the work of building proceeded, and the house of the 
Lord was finished in the sixth year of the reign of Darius, 
and the feast of dedication was held by the children of 
Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest, with great 
joy. Also the children of Israel which were come again out 
of captivity kept the passover, and the feast of unleavened 
bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had made them 
joyful in that He had turned the heart of the King of 
Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work 
of the house of God, the God of Israel. 

Now after these things, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, king of Persia, there went up to Jerusalem 
from Babylon others of the children of Israel. With them 
went Ezra, a ready scribe in che Law of Moses, who had 
prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do 
it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgements. Artaxer- 
xes gave to Ezra this letter: 

” Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a 
scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace. 
I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, 
and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own free will to go up to Je»^asalem, go 
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with thee. Forasmuch as thou art sent of the king, and of 
his seven counsellors, to enquire concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem, according to the law of thy God which is in 
thine hand; and to carry the silver and go’d, which th-i 
king and his counsellors have freely offered unto the God 
of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem. With all the 
silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of 
Babylon, ; nd with the free-will offerirfg of the people, and 
of the piiests, offering willingly for the house of their God 
which is in Jerusalem ; thou mayest buy speedily bullocks, 
rams, lambs, and offer them upon the altar of the house 
of your God which is in Jerusalem. And whatsoever 
shall seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with 
the test of the silver and the gold, that do after the 
will of y-^ur God. The vessels also that are given thee for 
the service of the house of thy God, those deliver thou be- 
fore the God of Jerusalem. And whatsoever more shall be 
needful for the house of thy God, which thou shalt Have 
occasion to bestow, bestow it out of the king’s treasure 
house. And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make a 
decree to all the treasurers which are beyond the river, 
that whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the 
God of heaven, shall require of you, if be done .speedily, 
unto an hundred talents of silver, and to an hundred 
measures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of wine, and to 
an hundred baths of oil, and salt without prescribing how 
much. Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, 
let it be diligently done for the house of the God of heaven : 
for why should there be wrath against the realm of the king 
and his sons? Also we certify you, that, touching any of the 
priests or ministers of this house of G9d, great or small, 
it shtill not be lawful to impose toll, tribute or custom, 
upon them. And thou, Eara, after the wisdom of thy God 
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that is in thine hand, set magistrates and judges, which 
mr y judge all the people that are beyond the river, all such 
as know the laws of thy God; and teach ye them that know 
them not. Ard whosoever will not do the law of thy God, 
and the law of the King, let judgement be executed speedily 
upon him, whether it be unto death, or to banishment, or 
to confiscation of goods, or to imprisonment.” 

And Ezra gave thanks and said: " Blessed be the Lord 
God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as this 
in the king’s heart, to beautify the house of the Lord 
which is in Jerusalem; and hath extended mercy unto me 
before the king, and his counsellors, and before all the 
king’s mighty princes.” 

So Ezra was strengthened by these manifest signs that 
the favour of the Lord God of Israel was upon hir”, and he 
gathered together out of Israel chief men 10 go up with 
him, and they assembled at the river that runneth to 
Ahava. Here they remained for three days in tents, and 
a fast was proclaimed, that they might humble themselves 
before God and seek from Him guidance and protection 
upon their way. They had been ashamed to ask from the 
king a band of soldiers and horsemen to guard therti 
against enemies on the way, because they had told him 
“ the hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek 
him ; but His power and His wrath is against all them that 
forsake Him.” 

Ezra then chose twelve of the priests, and weighed out to 
them the silver and the gold and the vessels and offerings 
which had been given to them by the king and his lords 
and by the people, and made them responsible for their 
safety until they should deliver them to the chief priests 
in Jerusalem. 

So they resumed their way, and God protected them 
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from their enemie?, so that they eame safely to Jerusalem, 
where the> offered sacrifices and delivered the king’s 
commissions to las governors. 


Now amongst the Jewish sei vants of Artaxerxes in Shu- 
shan, his palace, wasNehemiah, and it came to pass that 
tidings wer-^ brought to him fromjerusalem, and he learned 
of +he forlorn state of his brethern there. He was also told 
that the walls were broken down and the gates burned, so 
thd,t there was no security for the people of the city from 
wicked men who desired to come into the city for to do 
them hurt. 

Then Nehemiah mourned exceedingly and he prayed to 
God to give him favour with the king that he might be in- 
strumental in helping his brethren in their dcfencelessstate*. 
He implored God to remember how that He had promised 
tnrough Moses that if after He had scattered His people 
abroad for their transgressions they should turn unto Him, 
He would bring them again to His chosen place even from 
uttermost parts. 

And the countenance of Nehemiah was sad for much 
thinking upon this matter, and Artaxerxes noticed this, 
for his servant usually was cheerful in his presente. And 
the king said, " Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou 
art not sick? Methihks that thy heart is soiTowful.” And 
Nehemiah answered, " Let the king live for ever. Is it 
wonderful that my face should be sad seeing that the city, 
the place of my fathers’ tombs, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof a^'e consumed by ‘fire?” Then said the king, “For 
what dost thou desire to make request?” And Nehemiah 
took courage and boldly asked that he nfight be sent unto 
Jerusalem to rebuild the qity. 
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"•"hen Artaxerxes questioned Nehemiah as to the length 
of the journey, and the time that he would need to be 
gone, and because God had inclined his heart to be gracious, 
h3 not only assented to Nehemiah's request, but he com- 
manded that letters should be written unto his governors, 
and that an escort of horsemen should be sent to convey 
Nehemiah safely to Jerusalem. He also commanded that 
the keeper of his forest should provide timber necessary 
for the work of building. 

Upon his arrival at Jerusalem Nehemiah went out se- 
cretly in the night to view the walls, and he found their 
condition fully as bad as had been described to him. He 
then called together the chief men among the Jews, and 
told them that the countenance of the king was witli him, 
and they said, '' Let us rise up and build.'' But their enemies 
around laughed the Jews to scorn and despised them, 
whereupon Nehemiah answered, The God of heaven He 
will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and 
build, but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memcrial in 
Jerusalem." 

So the building of the wall went on, in spite of the scoff- 
ing of their enemies, until half had been completed, for the 
people had a mind to work. 

But Ganballat, who all along had been their enemy, 
conspired with others to come and fight against them, but 
it was told to Nehemiah, and he set a watch both day and 
night. And he said to the builders, Te ye not afraid of 
them; remember the Lord which is great and terrible. He 
will fight for you; fight ye therefore for your b’*ethren, 
your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses." 
So the builders returned every one unto his work. 

From that day forth, the builders on the wall, and those 
that bear burdens, and those that laded, every one with 
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one of his hands, wrought, ■vi^ith the other hand hold a 
weapon. And as the work was a great one and the people 
were separated, one being far from another, the 
workmen were told that if they heard the sound of the 
trumpet they were to gather together in one place in order 
that chey might better withstand any attacks which might 
be made upon +hem. 

Moreover Nehemiah said to the people, " Let every one 
lodge witlJn Jerusalem that they may be a guard in the 
night.” And all who laboured and all who watched did so 
v.ith sleepless vigilance. None of them put off his clothes. 

And when Sanballat saw how the work prospered, and 
that it would certainly be finished, he spread a snare for 
Nehemiah. Four times he sent, saying, “ Come, let us meet 
together outside Jerusalem,” but each time Nehemiah re- 
turned answe', “ I am doing a great work. Why should I 
leave it to come down to you ? ” 

Then Sanballat was wroth, and he sent openly to Nehe- 
miah saying that he would report to the king that the Jews 
intended to rebel, and to make Nehemiah their king. But 
Nehemiah prayed to God to strengthen him, and told 
Sanballat that he imagined these things, and knew well 
that there was no truth in them. 

After this Sanballat hired a false prophet, who warned 
Nehemiah that he had better come with him into the 
Temple and shut the loors, for that his enemies were com- 
ing to slay him i- the night. This he did m order that 
Nehemiah should show fear, but Nehemiali’s trust in God 
was not shaken, and perceiving that God had not sent 
the prophet, he refused.* 

So all the evil intentions of the enemies of God’s 
people we-e frustrated, and the wall was finished in fifty- 
two days. Even their envies were obliged to admit that 
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the work had been wrought by the God of Israel, and 
they were much cast down.^All this time Nehemiah had 
not only refused to take any money lor his work as 
governor, but had also fed at his own table many of the 
Jews and rulers, fcr it had been very difficult to obtain suf- 
ficient food for all the workers. 

When the wall was finished, Nehemiah made Hanani his 
brother, and Hananiah rulers over Jerusalem, ar.d ordered 
that the gates should not be opened until the sun was hot, 
and that watchers should be appointed; for, though the 
city was large, the people were few, and the houses had not 
yet been rebuilt. 

Then the people gathered together into the street that 
was before the water gate, and Ezra the scribe stood on a 
pulpit of wood, and read the Book of the Law of Moses to 
the people, from morning until midday, all ears being 
attentive. And Ezra blessed the Lord, and all the people 
ansv/ered, " Amen, Amen,” with lifting up of hands, and 
they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with 
their faces to the ground, and wept. But Nehemiah and 
Ezra said to them: “ This day is holy unto the Lord your 
God ; mourn not, nor weep. Go your way, eat and drink, 
and send portions to them for whom nothing is prepared; 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

The second day the chief of the fathers of all the people, 
the priests, and the Levites, gathered again to Ezra to hear 
the word of the Law. And they found it .. ritten in the Law 
that in the feast of the seventh month the children of 
Israel should dwell in booths. So they commanded the 
people to go and fetch olive branches and pine branches 
and myrtle branches and palm branches, and branches of 
thick trees, and to make booths upon the roofs of their 
houses, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the 
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Streets. This had not been 4 one since the days of Joshua 
the 'on of Nun. 

For seven days they kept the feast, and Ezra read each 
day from the Book of the Law of God. 

Then was held a solemn fast and the peo’ple met in 
solemn assemoly 10 confess tneir sins. And the Levites 
said: 

'* Stand up and bless the Lord your God for ever and 
ev<“r. 

" O Lord, blessed be Thy glorious name, which is exalted 
above all blessing and praise. Thou, even thou, art Lord 
alone; Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their host, the earth, and all things that are 
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and Thou preser- 
vest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth Thee. 
Thou art the Lord the God, who didst choose Abram, and 
broughtest nim forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest 
him the name of Abraham; and foundest his heart faithful 
before Thee, and madest a covenant with him to give 
the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Girgash- 
ites, to his seed, and hast performed Thy words. For 
Thou art righteous; and didst see the. affliction of our 
fathers in Egypt, and heardest their cry by the Red Sea; 
and shewedst signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all 
his servants, and oii uU the people of his land : for Thou 
knewest that they dealt proudly against them. So didst 
Thou get Thee a name, as it is this day. And Thou didst 
divide the sea before them, so that they went through the 
midst of the sed on the •dry land; and their persecutors 
Thou threwest into the deep§, as a stone into the mighty 
water?. Moreover Thou leddest them in the day by a cloudy 
pillar; cind in the* night ly a pillar of fire, to give them 
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light in the way wherein they should go. Thou earnest down* 
also upon Mount Sinai, and spakest with them fiom heaven 
and gavest them right judgements, and true laws, good 
statutes and commandments: and madest known unto 
them Thy holy sabbath, and conamandedst them precepts, 
statutes and laws, by the hand of Mosea Thy servant; and 
gavest them bread from heaven for th^ir hunger, and 
broughtest forth water for them out of the rock for their 
thirst, and promisedst them that they should go in to 
possess the land which Thou hadst sworn to give them. 

“ But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened 
their necks, and hearkened not to thy commandments. 
And refused to obey, neither were mindful of Thy wonders 
that Thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, 
and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their 
bondage. But Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and for- 
sookest them not. Yea, when they had made them a molten 
calf, and said, ‘ This is thy God that brought thee up out of 
Egypt,’ and had wrought great provocations; yet Thou in 
Thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the wilder- 
ness : the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day 
to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, 
to shew' them light, and the v/ay wherein they should go. 
Thou gavest also Thy good spirit to instruct them, and 
withheldest not Thy manna from their mouth, and gavest 
them water for their thirst. Yea, fort^’ years didst Thou 
sustain them in the wilderness, so that they lacked noth- 
ing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled not. 
Moreover Thou gavest them kingdoms and nat'ons, and 
didst divide them into comers: so they possessed the land 
of Sihon, and the land of Heshbon, and the lend of 
Bashan. Thou didst multiply their children as the stars of 
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heaven,, and broughtest them into the land, concerning 
which Thou hadst promist!d to their fathers, that they 
should go in to possess it. 

" So the children wfcnt in and possessed the land, and Thou 
subduedst before them the inhabitants of the 'and, the Ca- 
naani<^es, and gavest them into their hands, with their kings, 
and the people of the land, that they might do with them as 
they would. And they took strong cities, and a fat leuid, and 
possessed 1 ouses full of all goods, wells digged, vineyards 
and oliv^yards, and fruit trees in abundance ; so they did 
eat, and were filled, and became fat, and delighted them- 
selves in Thy great goodness. Nevertheless they were dis- 
obedient, and rebelled against Thee, and cast Thy law be- 
hind their backs, and slew Thy prophets which testified 
against them to turn them to Thee, and they wrought great 
provocati jns. Therefore Thou deUveredst them into the 
hand of their enemies, who vexed them : and in the time of 
their trouble, when they cried unto Thee, Thou heardest 
them from heaven; and according to Thy manifold mer- 
cies Thou gavest them saviours, who saved them out of the 
hand of their enemies. But after they had rest, they did 
evil again before Thee : therefore Thou didst leave them in 
the land of their enemies, so that they had the dominion over 
them. Yet when they returned, and cried* unto Thee, Thou 
heardest ^’hem from heaven; and many times didst Thou 
deliver them according to Thy mercies; and testifiedst 
against Ihem, that Thou mightest bring them again unto 
Thy law. Yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto 
Thy commandments, but sinned against Thy judgements 
(which if a man, do, he shall live in them); and withdrew 
the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would not 
hear. 

" Yet many years didst Thou forbear them, and testi- 
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fiedst against theni by Thy spirit in Thy prophets: yet 
would they not give ear. Therefore gave^t Thou them into 
the hand of the people of the lands. Nevertheless for Thy 
great mercies’ sake thou didst not utterly consume them, 
nor forsake them; for Thou art r. gracious and merciful 
God. 

“Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and 
the terrible God, who keepest covenant a^d mercy, let not 
all the trouble seem little before Thee that hath come upon 
us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priesxs, and on 
our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all the people, 
since the time of the Icings of Assyria unto this day. How-J 
beit Thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for Thou 
hast done right, but we have done wickedly. Neither have 
our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept 
Thy law, nor hearkened imto Thy commandments, and 
Thy testimonies, wherewith Thou didst testify against 
them. For they have not served Thee in their kingdom, and 
in Thy great goodness that Thou gavest them, and in the 
large and fat land which Thou gavest before them, neither 
turned they from their wicked works. Behold, we are ser- 
vants this day; and for the land that Thou gavest unto our 
fathers to eat the fruit thereof and the good (.hereof, behold 
we are servants in it. And it yieldeth much increase unto 
the kings whom Thou hast set over us because of cur sins : 
also they have dominon over our bodies, and over our 
cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great distress. And 
because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; 
and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it.” 

Thus the people promised that they would walk in God’s 
law, as given by Moses, and that they would not inter- 
marry with tne people of the land, nor buy and sell on the 
Sabbath day. They promised also to observe w’^iat had been 
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commanded regarding the seventh year, and to set apart 
one-third of a shekel yearly for the service of the houfee of 
God. The yearly ^rst-fruits ako they promised to bring ^to 
the house of God, also their first-born sons, and the first- 
lings of their herds of flocks, and the tithe ot their ground 
they would give to the Levites. 

It was decided that the rulers of the people should dwell 
at Jerusalem, while the rest of the people cast lots, to 
briiig one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, and nine parts to 
dwell in other cities, and the people willingly offered them- 
selves to dwell at Jerusalem. And the dedication of the 
walls was held with gladness, with thanksgivings, and 
singing and cymbals, psalteries and harp. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

THE STORY OF QUEEN ESTHER 

W HILE these events were taking place in Jerusa- 
lem, there were some who had chosen to remain 
in the foreign land to which their fathers had 
been taken captive by King Nebuchadnezzar, and amongst 
these was a Jew named Mordecai, a Benjamite, who had 
brought up his cousin Esther, a beautiful orphan maiden. 

Now Ahasuerus, the king of Persia, made a great feast 
in Shushan his palace, to which he invited all the people of , 
the palace, great and small, and all the princes and nobles 
of the provinces, who had been his guests for many aays, 
and to whom he had shewn all the riches of his kingdom. 
The feast lasted for seven days, and was held in the court 
of the garden of the king’s palace, where were white, 
green, and blue haiigings, fastened with cords of fine linen 
and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds 
were of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red and blue 
and white and black marble. 

The guests drank also out of vessels oi gold, each vessel 
being of different workmanship, and there was abundance 
of costly wines, although no man was pressed to driiik be- 
yond his pleasure. At the same time Vashti the queen made 
a feast for the women in the royal house. 

On the seventh day of the feast King Ahasuerus sent 

208 



The Story of Queen Esthcf 209 

messengers to the queen, commanding her to come 
appear before the people and princes, and shew them her 
beauty, for she was fair to look on. But Queen Vashti re 
fused to come at the command of the king^s chamberr 
lains, wherefore the king was very angry. 

He asked the wise men who sat hear him what 
should be done, and one of them answered that inasmuch 
as Vashti had not only wronged the king, but had also 
wronged all* the princes and people of the provinces; for 
that all the women of the kingdom, when they heard that 
Vashti had disobeyed her husband, would also disobey 
cheir husband? and despise their wishes; the king should 
make a decree that Vashti should be banished from his 
palace and be no more queen. This advice pleased the king, 
and he caused proclamation of the same to be made 
throughout the kingdom. 

The king's advisers told him, furthermore, that it woula 
be well to appoint a queen in place of Vashti, and search 
was made accordingly throughout the king's dominions. 
The officers appointed to select a maiden who should be 
worthy of the king's throne, brought unto him Esther, the 
beautiful maiden whom Mordecai had brought up, and in 
due time the king set the royal crown upnn her head, and 
made her queen instead of Vashti. 

Now Merdecai had charged Esther that she should not 
tell the king that her people were Jews, and Mordecai him- 
self sat in the king's jgate to see what would happen. 

Thus it came to pass that Mordecai heard of a secret 
conspiracy against Ahasuerus, and he told it to Queen 
Esther, who infonned the^king. The matter was inquired 
into, and was found to be as Mordecai had sai4, whereupon 
the conspirators were put to d&th, and record was made of 
the eveht in the king's chronicles. 
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After these things the king promoted a certain map 
named Haman above all the princes, ana commanded that 
all the servants that were in the king’s gate should bow 
before him and do him reverence. But Mordecai did neither, 
wherefore the king’s servants asked him, “ Why trans- 
gressest thou the king’s ccmmandmert? ” But he wo^ld 
not listen to them, so they told Haman, and informed him 
also that Mordecai and his people were Jews. Then Haman 
was very angry, and being of revengeful spirit he sought 
how he might destroy the Jews throughout the whole 
kingdom. 

To achieve this purpose Haman went in unto the king 
and told him that he ought no longer to suffer tlie J ews to 
dwell in his land, seeing that their laws differed from those 
of the other people, and that they kept not the Iring’s 
decrees. 

So he prevailed upon the king to send letters to the 
governors over every province, commanding them to kill 
and cause to perish all Jews, young and old, little children 
and women, in one day, and take their goods as spoil. 

When Mordecai heard what the king had done, he rent 
his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes and went out 
into the city, crying with a loud and bitter ciy. Throughout 
all the provinces also, after the coming of the king’s decree, 
there was great mourning and fasting and wailing among 
the Jews. 

Esther’s maids soon brought her tidings of Fordecai’s 
grief, and she sent raiment to him, but i,3 would not receive 
it. Then she sent a messenger to ask him why he was so 
grieved, and Mordecai told the messenger all that had hap- 
pfened, and gave him a copy of the decree to show to Esther, 
and begged him to charge the queen to go to the king and 
make a request for the life of her people. Then Esther sent 
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again to Mordecai and told him that she had not hecn 
called to the royal presence for thirty days, and she re* 
minded him that any man or woman who came into tAe 
king's inner court without being called did so under 
penalty of death, unless the king held out" to him the 
golden sceptrr in token that ho might live. 

Then Mordecai returned word to Esther: " Think not 
with thyself that thou shalt escape because thou livest in 
the king's house. If thou boldest thy peace, deliverance 
may come for the Jews from some other source, but thou 
ai id thy father's house shall be destroyed. Who knoweth 
whether God Lath not placed thee upon the throne for such 
a time, that thou mightest deliver His people? " 

This message stirred up the spirit of Esther, and she 
bade her messengers say unto Mordecai, “ Go, gather to- 
gether ail the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fasK 
ye for me,»and neither eat nor drink three days, night or 
Jay. I also and my maidens will fast likewise, and at .the 
end I will go in unto the king, even if it be to my death. li 
I perish, I perish." 

Accordingly on the third day Esther put on her royal 
robes and stood in the inner court of the king's house, and 
the king sat upon his throne. And when the king saw Esther 
standing there, she obtained favour in his sight and he held 
out to her the golden sceptre, whereupon she drew near 
and touched the top o^ the sceptre. 

Then the king ^aid: " What wilt thou. Queen Esther? 
and what is thy request? it shall be given thee even to the 
half of the kingdom." 

And Esther answered:/* If it seem good unto the king, 
let the king and Haman come this day unt® the banquet 
that I have prepared for him." 

So the king commanded Haman to haste* to the ban- 
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quel, and they went together. When they were seated the> 
Idng again asked Esther what request she had to make. She 
answered, " If I have found favour in the fight of the king, 
aiid if it please the king to grant my petition, and to per- 
form my request let the king and Haman come to the 
banquet that I shall prepaie for them, and I will co to- 
morrow as the king hath said." 

Now because he had been bidden lO the queen's ban- 
quet, Haman went home with a joyful heart; but when he 
saw Mordecai standing in the gate, and noted that he 
neither stood up nor moved for him, he was full of indig- , 
nation. He said nothing, however, and when he went home 
he called his wife and his friends, and spoke with them of 
all his great riches and honours, and how he had been ad- 
vanced above the princes and other servants of the king. 
He told them, moreover, that he had beer the only one 
invited with the king to Esther's banquet, that he was also 
invited again for the next day. " Yet," said he, “ all this 
availeth me nothing so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sit- 
ting at the king’s gate." 

Then his wife and his friends advised him to have a 
gallows made, fifty cubits high, and to persuade the king 
to have Mordecai hanged on it, after which he could go to 
the banquet with a merry heart. 

And the thing pleased Haman, and he ordered the gal- 
lows to be made. 

Now it came to pass that sleep forsc'>k King Ahasuerus 
that night, and in order that the hours should not seem 
weary to him he ordered the Book of Records to be read be- 
fore him. And he found written therein how Mordecai the J ew 
had discovered a secret conspiracy against him, and had 
so saved his life. And it came into his mind to rsk, " What 
honour and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this? ” 
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His servants answered him that nothing had been dpne, 
wherefore the king asked who was without. Now Haman 
had come into the outer court to petition the king to haVe 
Mordecai hanged, so the servants of the king told him that 
Haman wasf there, and the king commanded that he should 
Gom^ in. " V^hat shall be dene with the man whom the 
king deUghteth to honour? " asked the king, when Haman 
had entered. 

Now H?.man thought that of course the king must mean 
himself, so he answered at once, "For the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour, let the royal apparel be brought 
which the kii-g useth to wear, and the horse that the king 
rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set upon his 
head: and let this apparel and horse be delivered to the 
hand of one of the king’s most noble princes, that they 
m^y array the man withal whom the king delighteth to 
honour, and bring him on horseback through the street of 
the city, and proclaim before him, ‘ Thus shall it be done 
to the man whom the king delighteth to honour,’ ’’ 

Then the king ordered that all that Haman had said 
should be done to Mordecai, for that he was the man he 
had in mind : and he ordered Haman to take the apparel 
and the horse and bring Mordecai on j;iorseback through 
the street of the city, proclaiming before him, " Thus shall 
it be done with the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour.’’ 

After these things Mordecai came again to the king’s 
gate, but Haman went to his house mourning, with his 
head cpvered, and when his wife and friends heard what 
had befallen, they felt thM Haman could no longer prevail 
against the Jew. Even while they talked together, Haman 
was summoned to the queen’s banquet. 

So the king and Haman came together to ,the banquet. 
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and when the king again ?.sked Esther to make known her 
request, she said, " If it please the king, let my life he given 
rhe at my petition, and my people at n*;' request,” and 
she told the king all the evil that had been prepared for 
the Jews. 

Then said the king, ” Who is he, and where is he, that 
durst presume in his heart to do in this evil manner? ” 

" Behold in Haman the adversary and enemy of my 
people,” answered Esther. 

Then the heart of Haman quailed before the terrible 
countenance of the king, and he fell at the feet of Esther 
and pleaded for his life. But the queen would not listen to 
his supplication, nor did he find any friend at that moment 
to speak for him unto the king. But there was not wanting 
one to cry: “ Behold the gaUows, fifty cubits high, which 
Haman had made for Mordecai.” The words sealed the 
wretched man’s fate, and by command of the king he was 
taken forthwith from the royal banquet and hanged upon 
the gallows he had intended for the Jew. 

After these things Esther told the king her relationship 
to Mordecai, and when Mordecai came before the king, he 
took off his ring and gave it to him, and Esther set him 
over the house of Haman. Then Esther again pleaded for 
her people with the king, that he should reverse the letters 
devised by Haman which had been written to destroy the 
Jews, " For,’ said Esther, ” how can I endure to see the 
evil that shall come unto my people? or how can i endure 
to see the destruction of my kindred? ” 

Then the king commanded that letters written in the 
king’s name, and sealed with the king’s signet, should be 
sent in great baste into all the provinces, granting to all 
the Jews that ofi the day that had been fixed for their 
destruction they should stand up for their lives and slay 
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or cause to perish any who should assault them or do them 
hurt. 

When the Jev;s heard this decree, they had light aiid 
glaoness, and joy and honour, and on the day appointed 
they stood for their lives and resisted their enemies and 
overcame them. Two days the slaughter continued, and it 
was ordered that these two days should always be kept as 
a festival by the Jews, because in those days their sorrow 
had oeen turned inWjoy. 

Mordecai the Jew was made next to Ahasuerus in power, 
and was clothed in royal apparel of blue and white, with a 
great crown of gold, and a garment of fine linen and 
purple. He was accepted of the multitude of his brethren, 
seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all 
his seed. 



CHAPTER XIX 
THE STORY OF JUDITH ‘ 


N ABUCHODONOSOR, kingof the Assyrians, made 
war upon Arphaxad, the king of the Medes. 
Arphaxad had built a great wall round his city, 


with towers upon the gates thereof, but the king of the 


Assyrians overthrew his horsemen and chariots, anu be- 


came lord of his cities, and Arphaxad himself he ^,ook cap- 


tive and slew with darts. 


Proud of his achievements, and angry with the nation^) 
which had refused to help him, Nabuchodonosor now 
determined to make himself lord over the whole earth, 
and to destroy all who would not obey him. So he called 
Holofemes his chief captain, and commanded him to 
cover all the face of the earth westward with chariots, 
horsemen and footmen, and to slaughter and spoil all who 
resisted. 


Holofemes therefore mustered a great army, and with 
him also went forth a multitude from other countries, 
without number, like unto locusts ana the sand of the 
earth. 

This dest^'oying army went into the hill country, through 
Mesopotamia and Cilicia and the country of the Midianites, 
casting down the cities and killing all who resisted. When 


1 The Story of Judith is retold from The Apocrypha. 
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tidings of its approach reached .the men of the sea cc^ts 
they, being sorely afraid, sent to Holofemes ambassadors 
of peace, saying that they would be the king’s servants und 
would give him all their possessions. So Holofemes -set, 
garrisons in their cities, and cut down the groves wherein 
the_, worshipped their gods, for he had decreed that all 
nations should worship Nabuchodonosor only. 

Now vrhen the -children of Israel^ who had newly re- 
turned ^rom the captivity, heard these things, they feared 
exceedingly and were troubled for the safety of Jerusalem 
and for the temple of the Lord, and for the vessels and the 
altars which had been sanctified after the profanation. 

So they possessed themselves of all the tops of the high 
mountains and fortified the villages in them, and laid up 
victuals for the time of war. Also Joakim the priest 
cljarged the people to keep the passages of the hill country, 
for by thfem there was an entrance into Judea, and it was 
easy to stop them that would come up, the passages being 
only wide enough for two men at most. 

When these things were done, the people cried to God 
earnestly with one consent that He would look graciously 
upon them and would not give them as a prey to their enemy. 

Then was it declared to Holofemes fhat the children of 
Israel had prepared for war, and he was angry, and de- 
manded to know who these people were who had fortified 
the tops of the high hills. Whereupon Achior, the captain 
of the Ammonites, told him the history of the Israelites, 
and advised him to leave them alone, for that their God 
would fight for them and make their enemies a, reproach 
before all the •world. This enraged Holofeirss the more, 
and he declared that there was no God but Nabuchodono- 
sor, lord of all the earth. Moreover, hii said that Achior 
should be sent into the cities of the Israelites, and should 
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remain there until he should perish in the day when they 
should be put to the sword by the Assyrians. Th^n Achior 
w4s bound and carried to tne foot of the hill, where the 
Israelites found him and took him to Bethulia. Holofernes 
also cemmanued his men to camp against Bethulia, and to 
seize all the fountains of wc.ter at the foot '^f the ir— un- 
tains, so that the Israelites, whom he feared to attack in 
the mountain heights, might die for lack of water 

These things were done, and the Assyrians encamped 
against the children of Israel four-and-thirty days, until 
all their vessels of water and cisterns were empty. The:, 
did the people cry out unto the Lord, but when they 
fainted for thirst they reproached Ozias, the chief of the 
city, because he had not made peace with the enemy, and 
they desired him to deliver up the city. But Ozias made 
answer; “ Brethren, be of good courage, let ns yet endure 
five days, in the which space the Lord our God may turn 
His mercy toward us.” 

Now Judith, the daughter of Merari, heard the words 
that Ozias spake to the people. This Judith was a widow, 
her husband having been dead for three years, during 
which time she had mourned for him. She was of goodly 
countenance, very beautiful to behold. Her husband also 
had left her great wealth, gold and silver, menservants and 
maidservants, cattle and lands, arid there was none that 
gave her an ill ,vord, for she feared God greatly. 

So Judith sent her waiting-woman to call Oi.ias and 
Chabris and Charmis, the ancients of the cicy, and she told 
them that they were wrong to fix a limit of time, for that 
God had poe-er to defend them when it pleased Him. "God 
is not as man that He may be threatened; . . . therefore let 
us wait for salvation of Him, and call upon Him to help us, 
and He will hear our voice if it please Him." 
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Ozias thanked Judith for her words of wisdom and 
begged her to pray to the Lord for them that He would 
send rain to fill the cisterns. 

Ihen Judith told them to stand that night in the gat js, 
for that she would go forth with her waiting-wcman to do a 
thirx^ which wouM be spoken of through all generations, 
but they were not to inquire what she would do. Ozias and 
the others then left her, and she prayed to God, the God of 
the afflicted and sa\dour of those without hope, that He 
would bless and bring to success the plan that she had 
made to save her people. 

When Judich had made an end of her prayer she took off 
the sackcloth which she had worn since the death of her 
husband, washed and anointed herself, braided her hair, 
and put on the garments of gladness she had worn when 
shp was a ha|^y wife. Also she placed sandals upon her feet 
and put oh all her ornaments, bracelets, chains, rings and 
ear-rings. To her maid she gave a bottle of wine, a cruse of 
oil, a bag of parched com, figs and fine bread, and together 
they went forth to the gate of the city of Bethulia. 

When Ozias, Chabris and Charmis saw Judith so attired, 
they stood amazed at her great beauty, and they com- 
manded that the gates should be opened for her to go 
through. So she went out, end they watched her until she 
had passed down the mountain and through the valley, 
where th^'y could see, her no more. Soon sue reached the 
outposts of the Assyrians, who asked her from whence she 
came and whither she was going. She answered that she 
was a Hebrew woman, and th at she wished to to Holo- 
femes that shft might show him a way to, win the hill 
country without losing the liyes of any of his men. 

Now Hclof ernes was resting on his couch under a canopy 
woven with purple and gold and emeralds* and precious 
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stones, but he came out of his tent with silver lamps going 
before him to meet his beautiful visitor. 

When Judith saw him, she bowed to the ground, hut 
H >lof ernes bade her fear nothing, for that none would hurt 
aer. 

Then Judith began by flat^^ering his vanity: she told him 
that she had heard of his great wisdom and knowledge, and 
wonderful feats in war. Nevertheless, the children of Israel 
could never be overcome except they sinned against God, 
which, being faint from want of water, they were about lO 
do, by consuming things forbidden in the Book of the Lav% 
and by spending the first fruits of the corn and the tenths 
of wine and oil which were for the use of the priests alone. 
Through these things they would incur God’s wrath, and 
He would give them an easy prey into the hands of Kolo- 
femes. Knowing this, and being, as she said, a *eligious 
woman, she had fled, and she now begged Holofrmes to let 
her remain with him, and go out by night into the valley 
to pray to her God. God, she said, would teU her when the 
Israelites committed their sin, and she woifid in turn tell 
Holof ernes and w’ould lead him to Jerusalem, so that he 
might drive the people before him as sheep that had no 
shepherd. 

At these words Holofemes was greatly pleased, and he 
marvelled at the wisdom and beauty of this woman, de- 
claring that it she did as she had promised, her God should 
be his God. He commanded that meat and wine should be 
set before her, but she said that she had urought with her 
enough provisions to last until her mission was fulfilled. 
The ancient Meas of hospitality were so strct that had she 
accepted food from her enemy it would have gone against 
her consciehce to carry through her plot. So Judith abode 
in the camp three days, going out by nighi to priiy, and she 
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besought the Lo^'d God of Israel that He would direct her 
how to save the children of her people. 

On the fourtli day Holofemes made a great feast to tiis 
own servants only, and commanded that Judith should be 
brought in to drink wine with them and to make merry. 
JuQiih replied that it would be a great joy to her to do 
this. So she decked herself with her apparel and went in and 
sat the ground vjn soft skins laid, for her beside Holo- 
femes ; aiid she ate and drank with him of the food which 
her own -maid prepared. Holofemes was so greatly pleased 
with her that he was moved to drink more wine than was 
his custom, wherefore he was quite overcome at the end of 
the feast, and he laid himself down on his bed. Being 
wearied after the long feast his servants then retired, and 
left Judith alone with him in the tent. 

•Then, praying to the Lord God of Israel to help and 
strengthen her, Judith came near to the bed whereupon 
lay Holofemes in his dmnken sleep, and taking down the 
scimitar which hung on the pillar of the bed, she smote 
twice upon his neck with all her might, and took away his 
head from him, tumbling his body down from the bed, and 
pulling down the canopy from the pillars. 

Then going forth from the tent she gave the head to her 
maid,, who put it in her bag, and together, as though going 
out as usual to pray, they passed through the camp and the 
valley and up the ihcKintain, until they came to the gates 
of Bethea. 

And as they drew near Judith cried to the watchmen 
at the gate: “Open, open njw the gate. God ‘j with us, 
to shew His power yet irf J erusalem, and His iorces against 
the enemy, as He hath evan done this dsty.” The people 
were gready astonished when they beheld Judith with the 
head of Holofemes, and they worshipped G<5d and blessed 
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Jud’thfor her brave act, ';vhich. said thev, should be for 
ever remembered. 

Then Judith told them to take the head and hang it upon 
tha highest place of the walls, and in the morning to take 
weapons and go forth as if they meant to attack the Assy- 
rians. She said that the Assyrians, seeing this, would loust 
the captains of their army, and would go to the tent o* 
Holofemes, and finding him dead wo’ud be overcome' by 
fear and would flee. 

These things fell out as Judith had foretold, for fear and 
trembling fell upon the Assyrians when they found the 
dead body of Holofemes, and learned that the Hebrew wo- 
man had brought shame upon them. They fled into every 
way of the plain and of the hill country, and the children 
of Israel pursued them, and there was a great slaughter. 

After these things Joakim, the priests and the ancients 
of the children of Israel came to Judith to salute her, 
and said imto her: " Thou art the exaltation of Jeru- 
salem, thou art the great glory of Israel, thou art the great 
rejoicing of our nation ; thou hast done all these things by 
thine hand: thou hast done much good to Israel, and God is 
pleased therewith: blessed be thou of the Almighty Lord 
for evermore.” And all the women of Israel ran together to 
see her, and blessed her, and put a garland of ohves upon 
her and upon her maid, and Judith took branches and gave 
to the women, and went before them in the danci , the men 
following in their armour, with garlands and songs. And 
Judith sang a song of thanksgiving, and all the people sang 
after her ' song of praise. 

Assur came out of the mountains from the not th. 

He came with ten thousands of his army, 

The multitude whereof stopped the torrents 
And their horsemen covered the hills. 
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He bragged that he would burn up my borders. 

Ard kill my young men with the sword. 

And dash the sucking children against the ground, 

And make mine infants as a prey. 

But the Almighty hath disappointed them by the 
hand of a woman. 

ror the mighty one fell not by the young men, 

Neither di^ tlie sons of the Titans smite him, 

But Judith the daughter of Merari^ weakened him, 

And the scimitar passed through his neck. 

When* they came to Jerusalem they worshipped the 
Lord, and offered burnt offerings, and Judith dedicated 
to the Lord all the stuff belonging to Holofemes which the 
people had given to her. The canopy also which she had 
taken out of his bedchamber she gave to the Lord. 

Judith lived on her own land to a great atge, increasing 
more and more in honour, and while she lived, and for* a 
long time after her death, there w^ere none that made the 
children of Israel any more afraid. 






THE STORY OF THE 
0!,D TESTAMENT 

By the General Editor of the Series 

W E often think of the Bible as " a book," but it is 
a collection of prose and poetry of various kinds 
wrtten by different authors in many different 
ages. It contains, therefore, many different “ books.” That 
portion which is known as the " Old Testament ” com- 
pri‘-es the Sacred Literatures of the ancient Jewish people, 
and it L equ^y accepted by later generations as a revehi- 
tidn of ‘'<the word of God." The word " testament " in 
earlier times meant " covenant," so that " Old T^ta- 
ment ” implies a covenant between God and His people. 

The word " Bible ” is derived from the name of a reed 
called " biblos,” which grew profusely in the shallow 
waters of Egypt, and from which the material commonly 
used for ancient manuscripts was made„but the history of 
the Old Testament goes back to a time in far distant ages, 
when this particular material, called “papyrus,” was 
unknown to, or, at ?U events, was not used the Children 
of Israel.' We cannot say in what form these ancient books 
were first written. In the time of Moses the Egyptians 
were making their records upon papyrus, the people of 
Mesbpbtamia were using clay, and in all prr lability the 
Hebrews wrote upon the skins of beasts. .We read that 
Moses brought down from Mount Sin^i tables hewn of 
stone uporf which-'he had written the commandments, and 
225, >5 
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all tlie nations and tribes ii. those regions seem at that time 
to have used stone for their important inscripticns. These 
Tables were placed by Moses in the Ark, where also, or 
by the side of which, copies of the Sacred Books were 
deposited. The la+ter could not have been carved upon 
stone, as the Ark had to be continually tran'-ported Lore. 
one place to another; and it is likely, therefore, as we have 
said, that tlie manuscripts were written upon skins which 
were put away in rolls, as in the Book of Ezra we read: 
" And there was found in the palace a roll, and theuin 
was thus written for a record.” The word '' manuscript 
means, of course, ” written by hand.” 

No doubt much which is contained in the Books of the 
Law had been known to the Hebrews in an earlier form 
of literature and in what is called “ oral tradition ” long 
before these books took form. Looking bade from the 
period of Moses there is a vast abyss of time in which we 
can ’magine the stories of the creation, of Noah, of Joseph, 
as being told from father to son through countless gene- 
rations, and scholars tell us that ancient records shew 
that some of the stories in the Hebrew Scriptures formed 
part of the traditions of other races also, so that we know of 
their existence long before the period of Hebrew records. 

We are dealing with an age sc remote that we cannot 
expect to obtain clear answers to om questions concerning 
the origin of the Old Testament. The mists of antiquity 
have gathered thick about those ancient days, ana though 
modem scholarship has often succeeded m piercing the 
gloom, w; can only speak doubtfully regarding the rise of 
the Hebrew Scriptures to the position of sanctity which 
they occupy in the history of the Jewish race. 

^^at led to the selection of the Books? W'' can only 
surmise that either the name of some great teacher or the 
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high spiritual quality of 4 he “’writing,” or " scripture,” 
led to the acceptance cf each particular one, and many gene- 
rations would pass ere the choice would be finally confirmed. 

There wpre three great divisions : 

1. Books of the Law, that is. Genesis, £xodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy. This collection is known as 
the Pentateuc!i, from a Greek word meaning " five-volume 
bo‘^ 1 :.” It is very -uncertain when •these books became 
tixed afj we know them. Some scholars think they took 
+heir present form soon after the death of Moses, others 
place the date as late as between 400 and 500 years be- 
fore Christ, while others suggest a period about midway 
between the two. 

However this may be, a considerable time elapsed before 
the ne.^'t section came to be regarded as worthy of a plar e 
beside th§ Ssfered Books of the Law. Some scholars belieVe 
the date to be between 200 and 300 b.c. This section was 
termed " the Prophets,” and comprised: 

2. Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekial, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Kahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi. 

At least another century passed erfi the final section 
became accepted as a ' art of the Sacred Scriptures. This 
is known as the "Holy Writings,” and includes; 

3. PB.''lms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, Ruth, 
Lamentations, ^^cclesiastfes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, and Chronicles. 

The entire collection is known as “ the Can'-.i*” from a 
Greek v’ord meaning " a carpenter’s rule ^ .rat is, it had 
been tested and had been accepted as ccyifoVming with the 
standard requirer). It is thought that this Canon received 
the formal sanction of a Jewish Synod alJput the year 

i$a 
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90 A.D., but long ere this it had been flrm’.y established in 
the position ofiftcially assigned to i^ by the Synod, and 
more than 200 years before, it had been mentioned as a col- 
lection of writings in a Greek translation of Ecclesiasticus. 

With some unimportant exceptions the language in 
which the Old Testament is written is Hebrew, anu the 
earliest manuscripts known to us presen"^ a most un- 
attractive appearance. They are of mi age long before 
arrangement of the structure of a writing Wcis m/eiiied 
and we feel that it must have been a painful and difficuh 
task to read the Scriptures when the words were written 
in capital letters without spaces in between, and with 
useless letters inserted for no other reason than to fill up 
the lines. It was quite late in the history of the Bible that 
s ch details as chapter or verse divisions and punc+uation 
were thought of, although the Hebrew Scriptures were 
divided in a way. The Books of the Law, for example, had 
fifty- four greater divisions, and were further divided into 
six hundred and sixty-nine subdivisions. Chapter divisions 
were introduced for the first time during the twelfth 
century, and these chapters were further divided iin.^ 
verses four centuries later, in 1560. 

The structure of the Old Testament suffered greatly 
during the many centuries of its li>tory, and gradually all 
differences k the original forms of the Books became 
lost. Readers are often surprised to learn f'at large 
portions of the Scriptures whiclf are prir<^ed as ordinary 
prose are in their original fonns dramas, songs, lyrics, etc. 

The history of the structvre of the Old Testamon^^ is 
still in the m vking, and although much has been done by 
scholars like Dr Richard Moulton to restore the ancient 
forms of the Hebrew Literatures, no doubt much remains 
to be accomplished in this comparatively recent field. 
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ff ledu-ed facsimile from an old llchftw Ihhlkal Manuscript, 
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The Jews were very anxious to free their manuscripts, 
from error, and so through some twelve or thirteen 
centuries from about the time of Ezra, tho devotea labour 
of Hebrew scholars was patiently applied to the work o^ 
purifying and refining the Scriptures. At length the task 
was finished, and some one tl^ousaiid year*^' ago the Heb ev^ 
Scriptures reached their present final form. During the 
process of revision the old manuscript‘s would be collected 
for comparison, and it is probable that the incorrect couies 
were destroyed. This, no doubt, provides one reason 
the scarcity of old Hebrew manuscripts, and it helps tu 
explain the astonishing fact that the oldest krown Hebrew 
Biblical manuscript dates only as far back as the end of 
the ninth century, and there are very few Hebrew Biblical 
manuscripts older than about the time of •the Norman m- 
Vv.sion of England. 

Another reason is perhaps to be found in the fact that 
there were few manuscripts other than those public copies 
used in the synagogues, and as these became worn they 
were not specially valued, and no attempt was made to 
preserve them, excepting that it was customary to b’uld 
them into the walls of the synagogue because of the 
veneration of the Jews for their sacred character. 

The existing Hebrew marus^ripts are regarded by 
scholars as on the whole very reliable, and they nave the 
greater confidence in them because the especial vene- 
ration of the Jewish Scribes for the Word of uod. The 
Scribe was a professional copyist who acted, also, as 
guardian and expounder of the Law of Moses. The ofiice 
dates back lO about the time of Hezekiah. The Scribe was 
so scrupulou. ihat if he met with a manifest error in a 
manuscript from which he was copying, he wouM not alter 
the wrong word but would draw attention to the mistake 
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in the margin. considered himself as bound to transcribe 
without variation, and he would faithfully reproduce from 
his copy in the *ninute>i detail. He would also record che 
number of verses in each book, the middle verse, the 
number of verses beginning with particular letters, and so 
on. All this very much lessened the likelihood of errors, 
and is one of the chief grounds for the confidence reposed 
by modem scholars in the Hebrew version of the Holy 
Serptu^es. 

There is little to add to the history of the original 
versions of the Old Testament. No other nation has pro- 
duced a liteiature of equal importance to its religious life, 
but so far it is the peculiar property of the Jew, and we 
are now to trace the progress of the events which have 
removed it from its position of merely local importance 
ajid made it equally the heritage of Christians of xll 
nationalfties and tongues. 

The first translation of the Old Testament seems to^have 
been undertaken to meet the needs of a colony of Jews at 
Alexandria. Their ancient language had perhaps become 
^’Ticult to understand on account of the use of Greek in 
their dealings with their neighbours, or it may be that 
they desired that these neighbours . should know the 
grounds for their religious customs and beliefs. However, 
bit by bit between Ine third and second centuries B.C. 
the Greek version railed the Septuagint, from a word 
meaning " seventy," was made. This title probably took 
its name from a legend that the translation had been made 
by seventy-two Jews who were shut up in cells until their 
work was completed. The earliest existing manuscript of 
the Septuagint dates back to the fourth c&n ,ury A.D. 

The next translation of first importance was a Latin 
version by St Jerome a/, the end of the fourth century. 
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At outset Jerome undertook to revise an older Latin 
version, probably made about the second century A.D., 
and of which only fragments ait- now known. This had 
been translated from the Septuagint, and Jerome soon 
found many inaccuracies, which led him to abeindon his 
first intention, and his translation was therefore made Lorn 
the original Hebrew. It is known as the Vulgate, and is 
the authorized version of the Latin Church and the father 
of our great English versions. 

The English history of the Old Testament begins with 
some translations into Anglo-Saxon verse at the end 01 
the seventh century, and with an Anglo-Saxon version 
of the Psalms early in the eighth century. Then we read 
that King Alfred translated the Ten Commandments and 
c portion of the Psalms, and that a Saxon Archbishop 
SL'o translated parts of the Bible about 1023. 

Then came the Norman invasion, and all the important 
Church offices fell into the hands of men who had no 
sympathy with the people of the country, and whose 
traditions were opposed to a Bible which could be read by 
the common people. Accordingly there is a long gap 
three-and-a-half centuries before another translation ap- 
pears. Then amidst the darkness of the fourteenth 
century the glorious light of the Word of God was bes- 
towed upon the people of England b y the great reformer, 
John Wycliffe, in the first complete English Bible. The 
people welcomed it gladly, and it was eagerly reaa by rich 
and poor, although the Church expressly lorbade its use. 

And new we come to the great event which has done 
so much to lamiliarize every man, woman und child with 
the Bible. H/.herto every cooy of the Holy Scriptures 
made through the long period which we have outlined 
has been written by hand. Patien+ly and with loving care 
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the precious manuscripts Jiave been duplicated, letted by 
letter, but how slow .^e process! There is in existence a 
copy of the Old Testament which was written in ^yi 
weeks, and a note on the manuscript exhibits the pria^ 
of the author in the quickness of the ’vork.*The,ct)pyist 
of \\'ycliffe’^ Biole took ten nlonths to prepare a single 
copy, and the ''ost was about equal to £40 o 1 our money. The 
common people cdUld not, therefore hope to possess the 
Sacked .Book, and it was difficult for them even to borrow 
copy. It is recorded that a load of hay was given for 
permission to read it one hour each day for a given period. 
The poor could only hope to hear the Holy Word when 
publicly read to them, and long even after the age of 
printing, public copies of the Scriptures were kept chained 
in vhe churches." 

•If, howevfer, the Bible was to be read only by tde 
exercise of self-denial, it was prized in a way that puts the 
carelessness of these days to shame. The history o* our 
lan(]^ contains the record of men and women burned at 
the stake for no other crime than that of reading the Bible, 
cr teaching it to their children, and we read that possessors 
of Wycliffe’s Bible were hunted down hke wild beasts. 

The day had dawned when the Bible*should be brought 
withhj the means of or'^'.inaly people, and about the year 
1450 a German named John Gutenberg sentiorth as the 
first-fruit of the prib^ing-press a copy of the Latin Bible. 
This great event marked the beginning of a new era in the 
history of the Bible, and altljough many weary years of 
perse^'ution were to pass before men and womeft were to 
be free to take open advdntage of the blessingjthus brought 
to them, it wa" destined to be the deatl^bloy to prejudice 
and cntol'^rance, and to the old unhappy* view of the 
Scriptures as unfit for the common people. 
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Trom this time the Scxiptures began circulate; first 
in many feeble streams, which were sore let and hindered 
by the numberless dams constnicted by the Church of 
that mistaken period, but gradually in increasing volume, 
until carrying all obstructions before them, they united 
in a mighty flood whose tributaries penetrate to every 
dark comer of our land and whose main tide goes its 
majestic way to ocean, bearing u^)un its bosom the 
religious life of the nation, and carrying to o^^er ''on- 
tinents the priceless blessings of the Word of God. There 
have been other and better English translations since the 
time of Wycliffe, but it is not necessary to deal with these. 
Wycliffe brought the entire Bible for the first time within 
the reach of every man, woman, and child who could read 
he English language, and later scholars could but follow 
ii* his steps. They have, however, improved and purified 
the text to such a degree of excellence that in the opinion 
of IT any great English scholars the English versions of the 
present day are the most accurate and faithful of the 
numberless translations which in modem times have made 
the Bible accessible to almost all of the nations and ti>^s 
of the world. 



PRONOUNCING LIST OF NAMES 

Th(' nronunciations and moanmgs in this List arc compiled from the 
Helps to the Study of the Bible, by courteous permission of the 
Oxford University Press. 


Aaron, a'ron {li-ht ?) 

Abana, a-ba'nah {stony) 

Abednego, a-bcd'ne-go (servant of 
Nebo) 

Ab 1, a'bol I, vanit'^f, 2 , a meadow 
Abidthar, ab-ia'thar (father of 
plenty) 

.Abigail, a-hi-ga'le (father of exulta- 
tion) 

Abihu, a>bi1ioo (God is my father) 
Abimelech, a-bi'mc-lek (father of 
the king) 

Abinadab, a-bi'na-dab (father of 
nobility^ 

^buioam, a-bi-no'am (father of 
pleasantness) 

Abiram, a-bi'iam (father of lofti- 
ness) 

Abisbag, a-bi'shag (father of error '>) 
Abisl ?i, c-bi'shai (father of a gift) 
Abner, ab'ner (father of lignt) 
Abram, ab'ram (a high iather) 
AbrahaiV a'bra-ham (fa^h^’r of a 
great multitude) 

Absalom, ab'sa lc .i (father of peace) 
Achior, a'ki-or {^brother of light) 
Achish, a'kish (angry ?) 

Adam, a'dam (re^) 

Adonija'^., a'do-ni'jah (Jehovah is 
my Lord) 

Adullam, a-dul'am (justice of the 
y)eople) 
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Agag. a'gag {flaming ?) 

Ahab, a hab (uncle) 

Ahasucrus, a-haz-u-e'rus (king ?) 
Ahaz, a'haz (possessor) 

Ahaziah, a'haz-i'ah (whom Jehovah 
upholds) 

Ahijah, a>hi'jah (brother of Jeho- 
vah) 

Ahimaaz, a-bi-ma/az (brother of 
anger) 

Abimelech, a-hi'me-lek (brother of 
the king) 

Ahithophcl, a'hi'tbo-fel (brother of 
impiety) 

Ai, a'i (a heap of ruins) 

Amasa, a-ma'sa (purden) 

Amaziah, a'maz-i'ah (Jehovah 
strengifrens) 

Ammonite, am'on-ite (descended 
from Amnion) 

Amorite, am'or-itc ia mountaineer) 
Anath, a'nath (an answer to prayer) 
Aphek, a'fek (strength) 

Arphaxad, ar-fax'ad 
Artaxerxes, ar'ta-xerk'ses (hon- 
oured king ?) 

Asa, a'sah (physician ) ' 

Asahel, a'sa-hel (whom God made) 
Ashdod, ash'dod (a strong place) 
Asher, ash'er (fo tun ate, happy) 
Assyria, iis-ir'y \ (the land of 
Asshur) 
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Atii liah, ath'al-i'ah {afflicted) 

Paal, ba'al {lord, master, owner) 
’aalzebub, ba'al-ze'boob {lord of 
flies) 

Babel, ba'bel {confusion) 

Babylor, bab'^V on {the gate of God) 
Balaam, ba'la-am {destruction ?1 
Balak, ba'Iak {to make empty) % ' 
Barak, ba'rak {thurderbolt) 
Barzillai, bar*zi'l-ai {of iron) 
Bashan, ba'shan {soft, rich soil) 
Bath-sheba, bath'she-bah {daugh- 
ter of the oath) 

Bcer-sheba, be'er-she'bah {well of 
the oath) 

Belial, be'li-al {worthless) 
Belshazzar, bel-shaz'ar {Bel pro- 
tects) 

Belteshazzar, berte-shaz'ar (pre- 
serve his life) 

Benjamin, ben'ja-min (fortunate) 
Bethel, beth'el (house of God) 
Bethlehem, beth'le-hein (house of 
bread) 

Bethshemesh, be th'she'mesh (house 
cf the sun) 

Bethulia, betli-ooria 
Bezaleel, be-zal'e-el (in the shadow 
of God ?) 

Bezer, be'zer (ore of precious metal) 
Boaz, bo'az {fleetness) 

Cain, kane (possession ) , 

Caleb, ka'leb (a dog) 

Canaan, ka'na-an (low region) 
CanaanitelJ^ l^a'na-an-ites (inhabi- 
tants of Canaan) 

Carmel, karm'el (a park) 

Chabris, ka'bris 

Charmis, kar'mis (attached to a 
vineyard) 

Chilion, kiLyon (wasting away) 
Cilicia, si-lish'ya 
Cushi, koosh'i (b^ach) 

Cyrus, si'rus (the am) 

Dagon, da'gon (t-sh) 

Dan (judge) 

Daniel, dan'yel [God's judge) 


Darius, da-ri'ns (governor ?) 

David, da'vid (beloved) 

Debc/ah, deb'or-ah (bee) 

Deiii^ifi, de-li''ah (delicate) 

Dothan, do'than (two wells (?> cis- 
terns) 

Ebec\ e'bed (servant) 

Eden, e'dcn (pleasantness) 

Edom, e'dom (red) 

Egypt, e'iipt (hlax.k) 

Ehud, e'had (joined togethc'' ?) 
Ekron, ek'ron (eradication') 
Eleazar, el'e-a'zar (whom txod aids) 
Eli, e'li (height) 

Eliab, el-i'ab (whose father is God) 
Eliakim, el-i'a-kim (whom God 
establishes) 

Elijah, ehi'jah (my God is Jehovah) 
Elimelech, el-i'me-lek (to whom 
God is king) 

Elisha, el-i'shah (to whom G(d is 
salvation) 

Elkanah, el'ka'nah (whom God pos- 
sessed) 

Endor, en'dor (fountains of Dor) 
Engedi, en'ged-i (fountain of the 
kid) 

Ephraim, ef'ra-im (fruitful ?) 

Esau, e'saw (hairy) 

Esther, es'ter (5/a/) 

Eve (life) 

Evil-Merodach, e' /il-me'ro-dak 
(man of Merodach) 

Ezra, ez'rah (help) 

Gaal, gw 'al (loathing) 

Gad (a troop) 

Galilee garil-ee (circu'*^ 

Gath, (wine-press) 

Gedaliah, ged'. ’-i'ah (whom Jeho- 
vah has made great) 

Gehazi, ge-ha'zi (valley of vision) 
Gerizim, ge-rize'im (persons li dng 
in a desert) 

Gibeon, gib'e-on (pertaining to a 
hill) 

Gideon, gid'e-on (one wh^ cuts 
down) 

Gilboa, gi\-ho'ah(bubbling fountain) 
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Gilead, gil'c-ad (hill 6f witnes^ 
Gilgal, g IVal (a circfe) 

Gixgashite, gir'gash-ito {duelling 
in a clayey soil^ 

Golafl, go'lan (exile) 

Ha^ar, ha'gar (flight) 

Hagjai, hag'ai 
llam (w'^vfn) 

Hananiah,han'an-i'ah (whom Jeho* 
vah graciously gav^) 

Ha^nall, han'ah (gracious) 

Har-'*', l^^lxan (mountaineer) 
xfp^eth, ha'rcth (thicket) 

^lazael, ha'za-el (whom God watches 
over) 

Ilazeroth, haz-e'roth (villages) 
Hazor, ha'zor (castle) 

Heber, he'ber (the region beyond) 
Hebron, heb'ron (alliance) 

He hbon, hesh'bon (counting) 
He^wkiah, hez'ek-i'ah (the might of 
Jehovah) 

Hilkiah, hi\k-i'ah (portion •of Jeho- 
vah) 

Hiram, hi'ram (noble ?) 
Holofernes, hol'o-fer-nees (destroy- 
ing brilliance) 

Hopuni, hof'ni (pugilist) 

Hor (mountain) 

Horeo, ho'reb (desert, mount) 
fiuldah, hool'dah (weasel) 

Hushai, hoo'sh<*i (hasting, loyalty) 

Isaac, i'zak (laughter) 

Ish-b'i^befh, ish-bo'sheth 'man of 
^hame) 

Ishmael, ish'ma*el (a\om God 
hears 

Israel, iz'ra-el (prince, or soldier, of 
God) 

Issachar, is'ak-ar (he is hired ?) 
Ithair X, (island of palms) 

Jabin, ja Lin (whom God considered) 
Jacob, ja'kob (supplanter) 

J ael, ^'el (wild she-goat) 
air, ja'er (Cod enligntens) 
Japheth, ja'feth (extension) 
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J^oahaz, je-ho'a-haz (whomj 
vah holds fast) 

Jehoiachin, je-ho'ya-kin (JeHovah 
^ has established) 

Jehoiada, je-ho'ya-dah (Jehov/h 
knoweth) 

Jchoiakim, je-ho';,«3^kim ^Jehovah 
has set up) 

jeiicram, je-ho'ram (Jehovah is 
high) 

Jehoshaphat, je-hosh'af-at (whom 
Jehovah judges) 

Jehovah, je-hoVah(M^ Eternal One) 
Jehu, je'hu (Jehovah is He ?) 
Jephthah, jef'thah (God opens) 
Jeremiah, jer'em-i'ah (whom Jeho- 
vah has appointed) 

Jericho, jer'ik-o (a fragrant place) 
Jeroboam, jer'ob-o'am (whose 
people are many) 

Jerusalem, je-roo'sa-lem (founded 
in peace ?) 

Jesse, jes'sy (gift ?) 

Jethro, jeth'ro (excellence) 

Jezebel, jez'e-bel (unmarried) 
Jezreel, jez're-el (God scatters) 

Joab, jo'ab (Jehovah is fathei^f^ 
Joakim, jo'a-kim (the Lord will set 
up) 

Joash, jo'ash (whom Jehovah sup- 
ports) 

Johanan, jo-ha'nan (Jehovah is 
gracious) 

Jonah, jo'n^h (dove) 

Jonathan, jo'na-than (whom Jeho- 
vah gave) 

Joppa, jop'ah (beauty 
Jordan, jor'dan (flowing down) 
Joseph, jo'sef (he shall add) 

Joshua, josh'you-ah (Jehovah is 
salvation) 

Josiah, jo-si'ah (whotp Jehovah 
heals) 

Jotham, jo'tham (Jehovah is up- 
right) 

Judah, joo-dah^frt/s^i) 

Judith, joo^iith Jewess) 

Kadesh, ka'desh Consecrated) 
Kedar, ke'dar (hlcwh-shinned) 
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KiTj^th-arba, kir'jath'ar'bah {rUy 
of A fba) 

Cirjath-jearim, kir'jath-je'ar-jtn. 
{city of woods) 

Kijh 

Kishon, ki'shon {ioYtuons) 

Korah, ko'rah 

Laban, la'ban (white) 

Leah, le'ah (languid, 

Lebanon, leb'au-on (the white 
mountain) 

Lot (veil) 

Machpelah,niak-pe'lah (a doubling) 
Mahanaim, ma'han-a'iin (two 
camps) 

Mahlon, mah'lon (a sick person) 
Mamre, mara're (fatness) 

Manasseh, ma-nas'ay (one who 
causes to forget) 

Manoah, ma-no'ah (rest) 

M-*.rah, ma'rah (bitter) 

Megiddo, me-gid'o (place of 
troops) 

Mepb’bosheth, mef-ib'osh-eth (de- 
stroying shame) 

Merari, me-rah'ri {hitter) 
Mesopotamia, mcs'o-pot-a'mi-ah 
(amidst the rivers) 

Methuselah, rae-thoo'se-lah (man 
of the dart ?) 

Michal, mi'krl iprook) 

Michraash, mik'mash (treasured) 
Midian, mid'yan (strife) 

Millo, mil : La mound) 

Miriam, 1 (rebellion ?) 

Mizpah, miz'pah (a look out) 

Moab, mo'ab (progeny of a fathery 
Mordecai, mor'dek-ai (worshipper 
of Merodach ?) 

Moriah, m^r>i'ah (provided by Je- 
hovah) 

Moses, mo'zes (saved from the 
water) 

Kaaman, na'am an (pleasantness) 
Nabal, na'bal (foolish) 

Naboth, na'bott (fruits ?) 


Nabu liodonc 'or, nab'u-kod*on O' 
s<^r (N ebuchadnezz^ ) 

NndaD na'dab (liberal) 

Nahrr, na'hoi, [snooting) 

Naomi, na^o-mi (pleasant) 
Naphtali, naf'tal-i (r^v wrestling) 
Nathan, na'than (gift) 

Nebat, ne'bat (aspect) 

Nebo, ne'bo (a lofty place) 
Nebuchadnezzar neb'u-kad-nez'ar 
(Nebc protect the crown) 
Necho(h), ne'ko (conqueror . ) 
Nehemiah, ne'hem-i'ah [Jr\^jah 
comforts) 

Nimsbi, nim'shi (discloser ?) 
Nineveh, nin'ev-ay (dwelling ?) 
Nisroch, nis'rok (e gle ?) 

Noah, no'ah (rest) 

Nun, noon (fish) 

Obed, o'bcd (worshipping God) 

Og (circle ?) 

Olivet, ohiv-et (pla^ :f hlxves) 
Orpah, crp'ah (hind ?) 

Othniel, oth'ni-el (powerful man of 
God) 

Ozias, o-zi'as (might of Jehovah) 

Paran, pa'ran (cavernous) 

Peor, pe'or (point) 

Perizzites, per'iz-ites (belonging to 
a village) 

Pharaoh, fa'roh (the sun) 

Pharpar, far'par (swift) 

^hinehas, fin'e-as (serpent* s t louth) 
Potiphar, pot'i-far (belongiri to the 
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Puah, poo'ah (splendow) 

Rabbah, rab'ah (capital city) 
Rabshakeh, ra^'sha-kay (chief of 
the cup-bearers) 

Rachel, ra'chel (ewe) 

Rab'ah, ra'hab (b^oad) 

Ramah, ra'mah (high pla^^) 
Ramoth, ra'motb (heights) 
Rebekah, re-bek'ah (o noose) 
Rehoboam, re'hob-o'rm (wno en- 
larges the people) 

Reuben, roo'ben (behold a son ?) 



P-onouncing List of Names 239 


Rezin, re'zin (firm) 

Riblah, iib'lah (fertility) 

Rlzpah, ri-'pah (hot coal) 

Ruth, rooth (friend, htp ?) 

SaiD'^ria, sa>T>ia'ri-ah (guard) 
Sa.xison, sam'son (like the sun) 
sam'u-p‘1 (he''rd of Goa) 
Sanballr"-, san-baKat (Sin, the 
moon, giveth ^*fe ?) 

Sarah, sa'rab, (princess) 

Sa:*’ (abned for) 

Seii, [hairy) 

':c"nacherib, sen-ak'er-ib (Sin, the 
moon, multiplies brethren) 
Shamgar, sham'gar (destroyer ?) 
Shaphan, sha'fa (coney) 

Sheba, she'bah (an oath) 

Shechem, she'kem (back, shoulder) 
Shem (name) 

Shuwh, shayth (iu.nuU) 

Shilo’' "hi'lo (rest) 

Sliimei, shL*/_ \(my fame) 

Siiishak, sh''shak (tllusti ions) 
Shittim, shit'im (acacias) 

Shobi, sho'bi (taking captive) 
Shunem, shoon'em (two resting- 
places) 

Sihon, si'hon (brush) 

Simeon, sim'e-on (a hearkening) 
^isera,si'ser-ah (binding in chains ?) 
Sodom, sod'om (burning) 

Solomon, sorom-on (peaceable) 


Tal.nach, ta'a-nak (castle ?) 
Tarshish, tar'shish 
T1 ''bez, the'bcz (brightness) 
Tiglath-pileser, tig^lath-pil-e 

(the son of the temple of Sart>a 
is a ground of confidence ?) 
Timnath-seiifth, tim'ni.tTi-se'rah 
(portion of the remainder) 
Tishbite, tish'bite (inhabitant of 
Tishbe) i 

Tubal-cain, too"bal-kane (producer 
of Weapons ?) 

Tyre, tire (rock) 

Upharsin, oo-far'sin (and dividers) 
Uriah, oo-ri'ah (light of Jehovah) 
Urijah, oo'ri-jah (light of Jehovah) 

Vashti, vash'ti (beautiful) 

Zadok, za'dok (just) 

Zebulun, ze-bool'on 
Zechariah, zek'ar-i'ah (whom Jeh'^- 
vah remembers) 

Zcdekiah, zed'ek-i'ah (justice 0 / 
Jehovah) 

Zerubbabel, ze-roob'ab-el (scat- 
tered in BahyJon) 

Ziba, zi'bah (planter) 

Zimri, zim'ri (celebrated) 

Zion, zi'on (sunny) 

Zipporah, zip-or'ah (bird) 

Zoar, zo'ar (smallness) 










